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In this study, Persian lexical blends are examined from a pragmatic

perspective. The study aims to explain the creation and interpretation of

Persian lexical blends by analyzing them within the relevance-theoretic

lexical pragmatic framework. The corpus consists of 53 Persian lexical

blends, classified into three main categories: (a) blends derived from

lexicographic sources and previous studies, (b) examples extracted from

media texts and web pages, and (c) blends resulting from the naming of

brands and commercial products. The analysis shows that interpreting Keywords:
lexical blends requires constructing an ad hoc concept through

broadening and/or narrowing pragmatic processes. From this perspective, | exical blends
Persian lexical blends may be formed and interpreted in at least three = Narrowing, Broadening
ways: interpretation through a narrowing process, resulting in an ad hoc | Relevance-theoretic
concept with a narrower denotation than the concepts encoded by the base | |exical pragmatics
words; comprehension through a broadening process, resulting in an ad =~ Ad-hoc concept
hoc concept with a broader denotation than the concepts encoded by the

base words; and interpretation through a combination of broadening and

narrowing processes, in which an ad hoc concept with a broader

denotation than the base concepts is first constructed through broadening,

then further modulated through narrowing to obtain a narrower

denotation.
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Introduction

Lexical blending is considered one of the word-formation processes in which parts of two or
more existing words are combined, regardless of morphological boundaries, to create a new
lexical item (Hudson, 2000; Aronoff & Fudeman, 2010). Compared to compounding or
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affixation, lexical blending shows limited productivity; nevertheless, as an example of creative
language use, it is occasionally employed to coin new words.

Research on lexical blending can be broadly grouped into three strands. The first examines
the nature of lexical blending (Bauer, 1988; Cannon, 2000; Beliaeva & Gries, 2008). The
second investigates the formal and structural constraints governing the process (Bat-El, 2006;
Kelly, 1998; Gries, 2012; Renner, 2015). The third classifies lexical blends according to
different criteria (Pound, 1967; Algeo, 1977; Gries, 2004; Kemmer, 2003).

In Persian, lexical blending is also not a productive process, and relatively little research has
addressed it. Only Shaghaghi (2007) and Ronneberger-Sibold (2012) have examined this
phenomenon in depth. A review of the contentious literature on lexical blending indicates that
the comprehension and interpretation of lexical blends remain among the core complexities
surrounding this phenomenon (Beliaeva, 2019).

This study analyzes the patterns of creation and semantic interpretation of Persian lexical
blends within the framework of Relevance-Theoretic Lexical Pragmatics (Wilson, 2003, 2004;
Carston, 2002, 2010, 2012; Wilson & Carston, 2006). The primary objective is to identify the
possible patterns underlying the interpretation of these creative lexical elements.

Materials & Methods

The Relevance-Theoretic Lexical Pragmatic approach (Wilson & Carston, 2007), which
provides the theoretical framework for the current study, explains how word meaning is
adjusted in context. In this approach, understanding a word’s meaning requires constructing an
ad hoc concept, whose denotation may be narrower, broader, or both broader and narrower than
that of the lexically encoded concept. The formation of an ad hoc concept typically involves
some degree of broadening and/or narrowing of the encoded linguistic meaning.

Broadening involves activating a concept that is broader than the linguistically encoded
meaning, while narrowing produces a concept that is more restricted and specific than the
encoded meaning. Wilson and Carston (2007) consider these processes relevant to interpreting
neologisms and creative word formations, including lexical blends. Similarly, Walaszewska
(2015) argues that blend interpretation is based on broadening, narrowing, or a combination of
both processes.

The corpus of the present study consists of 53 lexical blends drawn from: a) lexicographic
sources and previous studies, b) media texts and web pages, and c) the names of commercial
brands and products.

Results & Discussion

The analysis of the data shows that the creation and interpretation of some Persian lexical blends
are associated with lexical narrowing. For example, the lexical blend rajaname, formed by
combining rajane “computer” and ndme “letter,” activates two lexicalized concepts: computer
and letter. Examining the semantic information associated with these concepts, along with the
possible relations between them, rules out the interpretation that rdjaname simply has some
characteristics of both “computer” and “letter.” Instead, it supports the inference that rajane
“computer” specifies a type of name “letter.” Through lexical narrowing, an ad hoc concept
*name is formed, referring to a particular kind of letter with a more restricted extension.

In contrast, the interpretation of some Persian blends requires a degree of lexical broadening
to construct an ad hoc concept. For example, in interpreting the lexical blend pasareh, formed
by combining paseh “mosquito” and hasareh “insect,” the two lexicalized concepts mosquito
and insect are activated, leading to the ad hoc concept *paSeh-va-hasareh. In other words,
drawing on the knowledge associated with the activated concepts and the potential relations
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between them results in an ad hoc concept whose denotation is broader than that of either
mosquito or insect, since it includes both.

In addition to these two patterns, interpreting a third group of Persian lexical blends appears
to require simultaneous lexical broadening and narrowing. One example from the corpus is
ensdjesi (from ensedadi “plosive” and sdjesi “fricative”). When the two lexicalized concepts
plosive and fricative are activated by this blend, lexical broadening produces the ad hoc concept
*ensedadi-va-sajesi, which has a broader referential range than either ensedadi or sdjesi and
simultaneously includes the properties of both. However, this ad hoc concept also contains
emergent properties that cannot be attributed to either plosive or fricative alone. The absence
of complete closure in ensedadi “plosive” is among these emergent properties, and is not found
in either concept separately. Therefore, the resulting concept is further adjusted, and lexical
narrowing produces the ad hoc concept **ensedadi-va-sajesi, which includes only those sounds
sharing some properties of plosives and some properties of fricatives, along with certain
distinctive features.

Conclusion

The analysis in this study, conducted within the framework of Relevance-Theoretic Lexical
Pragmatics (Wilson & Carston, 2007), shows that the comprehension and interpretation of
Persian lexical blends can be explained by the construction of ad hoc concepts and the
inferential processes of lexical narrowing and broadening. The findings indicate that the
formation and interpretation of Persian lexical blends follow at least three distinct patterns.

In the first pattern, interpretation of the blend involves narrowing and results in a concept
with a more restricted referential range than the base concepts. In the second pattern,
interpretation is based on lexical broadening and produces a concept with a broader referential
range that includes both activated source concepts. In the third pattern, the interpretation
process begins with lexical broadening and is followed by lexical narrowing, so the initial
concept is first broadened and then adjusted into a more restricted concept.

These patterns show that, despite the unpredictability and irregularity often attributed to
lexical blending, this process can be explained within the Relevance-Theoretic Lexical
Pragmatics framework. From this perspective, the irregularity frequently associated with
blending gives way to a degree of systematicity.
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