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The present study aims to investigate the structural, semantic, and pragmatic
roles of oaths in the Qur’anic discourse, employing a corpus-based approach
within the framework of cultural linguistics. Data were extracted by aligning
the Arabic text of the Qur’an with the Persian translation of Mohi-ud-Din
Mahdi Elahi Qomshei and analyzed using corpus-based methods. The
findings indicate that Qur’anic oaths manifest in both explicit and implicit
forms and are organized through reference to sacred entities, natural
phenomena, specific times, and cosmic concepts. Semantically, these = Corpus Linguistics
constructions not only affirm the truth of propositions but also reinforce the Cultural Linguistics
divine dimension of meaning and highlight ethical and eschatological .
themes. Pragmatically, four primary functions were identified: denying Cultur_aI—P_ragmatlc
accusations and self-defense, emphasizing truth, creating commitment to = Quranic Discourse
action, and issuing warnings or threats. Interpreted within the framework of = Quranic Oath
cultural linguistics, Qur’anic oaths are shown to embody “cultural-pragmatic | Schema

schemas,” such that each oathful event, beyond being a linguistic Speech Act
construction, reflects a network of religious beliefs, moral norms, and P
culturally shaped patterns of meaning-making. This study offers an analytical

framework for systematically and multilayeredly explicating the

phenomenon of oaths in the Qur’an.
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Introduction

Oath-taking has long attracted scholarly attention in linguistics, theology, anthropology, and
discourse studies because of its close connection to truth-claiming, commitment, authority, and
moral obligation. In religious discourse, oaths function not merely as rhetorical devices but as
culturally embedded speech acts that activate systems of belief, ethical responsibility, and
sacred legitimacy. Previous studies have examined oath-taking from different perspectives,
including taboo language and swearing in Western traditions (Jay & Janschewitz, 2008;
Hughes, 2006; Montagu, 1967), performative speech acts (Austin, 1962; Searle, 1969, 1976),
and religious or institutional commitment in Islamic and Judeo-Christian contexts (Abd al-
Jawad, 2000; Seligman & Schnitter, 2024). Despite these developments, research on Quranic
oaths has often remained limited to rhetorical, grammatical, or exegetical descriptions. Many
studies have focused on emphasis, stylistics, or theological interpretation without offering a
systematic corpus-based and cultural-pragmatic account of how oaths function within the
broader conceptual system of Quranic discourse. Furthermore, while Cultural Linguistics
(Sharifian, 2017) has provided useful tools for examining the relationship between language
and cultural conceptualizations, its application to Quranic oath structures remains
underexplored.

The present study addresses this gap by combining Corpus Linguistics and Cultural Linguistics
to investigate the structural, semantic, and cultural-pragmatic dimensions of oath-taking in
Quranic discourse. More specifically, the study examines how Quranic oaths are linguistically
realized, what conceptual domains they invoke, and how they reflect cultural-pragmatic
schemas related to truth, divine authority, moral obligation, warning, and eschatological
certainty. By integrating corpus-based analysis with cultural-pragmatic interpretation, the study
seeks to provide a multidimensional understanding of oath-taking as a meaning-making and
discourse-organizing mechanism in the Quran.

Methodology

This study adopts a mixed-method corpus-based design combining quantitative corpus
analysis with qualitative semantic and cultural-pragmatic interpretation. The primary dataset
consists of the complete Arabic text of the Quran obtained from the Tanzil corpus. The Persian
translation by Elahi Ghomshei was used as a supplementary interpretive aid; however, all final
analyses were conducted based on the original Arabic text. Data extraction and analysis were
carried out using AntConc (version 4.3.4) (Anthony, 2023). The analytical procedure consisted
of several stages. First, explicit oath structures were identified through lexical searches
involving oath-related markers such as gasam ‘oath’, agsama ‘to swear’, and formulaic oath
constructions involving particles such as wa-, bi-, and ta-. Second, concordance lines and
collocational patterns were examined to identify recurring lexical and structural associations.
Because many Quranic oaths occur in implicit or non-direct forms, corpus-based extraction
alone was insufficient. Therefore, implicit oaths were identified through contextual and
syntactic analysis in combination with expert evaluation by one of the authors specializing in
Quranic studies. This stage made it possible to detect oath constructions realized through
rhetorical emphasis, contextual invocation of sacred entities, or structurally elliptical forms.
The unit of analysis was defined at three levels: (1) the verse as a discourse unit, (2) the oath
construction itself, and (3) the semantic and pragmatic elements associated with the oath.
Quantitative analysis included frequency counts, collocation analysis, and distributional
patterns. The Quranic corpus consisted of approximately 78,255 tokens and 14,875 types.
Standardized frequency analysis indicated an average occurrence of 20.44 oath-related
constructions per 10,000 words. The interpretive framework of the study is grounded in Cultural
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Linguistics (Sharifian, 2017), particularly the concepts of cultural conceptualizations and
cultural pragmatic schemas. The analysis focused on how oath structures activate broader
conceptual networks involving divine judgment, truth affirmation, cosmic order, and moral
commitment.

Data Analysis
The findings reveal that Quranic oaths are realized through both explicit and implicit structures.
Explicit oaths frequently employ grammatical markers such as wa- ‘by’, while implicit oaths
rely on contextual emphasis, rhetorical force, or culturally recognizable forms of commitment
and assertion. Structurally, Quranic oaths display considerable diversity. The analysis identified
recurring oath patterns associated with sacred entities, natural phenomena, temporal references,
and eschatological concepts. Among the most frequent categories were oaths by time (e.g.,
dawn, night, age), celestial objects (sun, moon, stars), sacred locations, and divine signs. From
a semantic perspective, these oath structures function beyond simple emphasis. The findings
indicate that Quranic oaths activate culturally embedded conceptualizations. For example, al-
fajr ‘dawn’ does not merely denote a temporal moment; rather, it symbolizes emergence,
illumination, transition, and the manifestation of truth. Consequently, swearing by dawn
invokes a broader cultural-pragmatic schema associated with renewal and divine certainty.
Similarly, oaths by celestial or natural phenomena reflect a conceptualization of the universe as
a system of divine signs, where nature functions as evidence of cosmic order and divine
authority.
The study also identified four major cultural-pragmatic functions of Quranic oaths:
1. Defensive speech acts, particularly in contexts involving denial of accusations or
reaffirmation of prophetic truth.
2. Assertive acts of truth confirmation, where the oath strengthens the epistemic certainty
of a statement.
3. Commissive acts, involving divine commitment, promise, or covenant.
4. Warning and threatening acts, especially in eschatological contexts concerning
punishment, judgment, or the afterlife.
These findings demonstrate that Quranic oaths are not merely rhetorical intensifiers but
culturally meaningful speech acts embedded within broader systems of religious authority and
moral orientation. The oath functions as a discourse mechanism through which the Quran
activates networks of belief, ethical accountability, and spiritual direction. The findings also
support Sharifian’s (2017) claim that language reflects cultural conceptualizations encoded in
discourse structures. In Quranic discourse, oath-taking appears closely connected to cultural
pragmatic schemas involving truth, sacred legitimacy, divine surveillance, and eschatological
accountability. Thus, the oath becomes part of a larger worldview in which language, morality,
and cosmic order are interconnected.

Conclusion

This study examined oath-taking in Quranic discourse through an integrated corpus-based and
cultural-pragmatic approach. The findings indicate that Quranic oaths constitute a complex
discourse phenomenon involving structural variation, semantic depth, and culturally embedded
pragmatic functions. Rather than functioning solely as devices of emphasis, Quranic oaths
operate as culturally meaningful speech acts that activate systems of belief, moral
responsibility, and divine authority. Methodologically, the study demonstrates the value of
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combining Corpus Linguistics with Cultural Linguistics for the analysis of religious discourse.
Corpus tools made it possible to identify recurring linguistic patterns systematically, while the
cultural-pragmatic  framework enabled interpretation of those patterns within broader
conceptual and theological systems. The study contributes to Quranic discourse studies by
providing a multidimensional analysis of oath-taking and by highlighting the role of cultural
pragmatic schemas in shaping meaning in religious texts. It also opens new possibilities for
future comparative research on oath-taking across religious traditions and contemporary
discourse contexts.
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