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This study examines the various phonological representations of the
explicit object marker in Kermani dialect using auto-segmental
phonology. To this end, the object marker was analyzed in different
phonological environments. It is noteworthy that the explicit object
marker in Persian and, consequently, in Kermani dialect is a
remnant of the strong case system in Old Persian. Kermani is a
dialect spoken in the southeastern region of Iran, particularly in the
city of Kerman. This research is descriptive-analytical in nature.
Data were collected through purposefully designed sentences, which
were asked to be repeated by native speakers. The study's sample
was randomly selected from male and female Kermani dialect
speakers with various educational backgrounds. The data were
collected, transcribed, and analyzed. The results show that in
Kermani dialect, the object marker appears in three different
phonological forms. Interestingly, these various phonological
representations depend solely on the final phoneme of the object and
are not influenced by the initial consonant of the word following the
object. Finally, the results and phonological processes involved in
achieving these results, like consonant epenthesis, vowel deletion and
compensatory lengthening were analyzed using auto-segmental
phonology. The analysis revealed that auto-segmental phonology
effectively accounts for the various phonological representations and
phonological processes used in changing the underlying form to
surface representations of the object marker in Kermani dialect.
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Introduction

Historically, the Iranian languages have undergone three developmental stages: Ancient,
Middle, and Modern (Khanlari, 1397). The Kermani dialect belongs to the Modern stage of the
Iranian languages, which began in the late Sassanid period and continues to this day. Based on
linguistic classifications, this dialect is part of the Western branch of Modern Iranian languages
and is categorized within the Southeastern group of the Central Iranian dialects of the desert
region (Sahabi & Tokhari, 1389).

One of the prominent features of non-standard varieties of Persian, including Kermani, is
the high frequency of phonological simplifications compared to Standard Persian. These
simplifications arise from the active phonological processes such as homophony, dissimilarity,
deletion, insertion, and metathesis, which lead to a reduction in phonological complexity and
decrease the effort in production. In the standard variety, due to social and non-linguistic
reasons, these processes are less frequent, while they occur more frequently in non-standard
varieties (Permon, 1388).

This study focuses on one of the most significant instances of this domain, examining the
various phonetic representations of the direct object marker in the Kermani dialect. This process
is a type of morpho-phonological process in which the rule of deletion is clearly observable
(Carr, 2008). Given the limited research on the phonological processes of the Kermani dialect,
especially in the framework of autosegmental phonology, this study aims to describe the
different forms of the direct object marker and determine its underlying form. It also evaluates
the adequacy of the autosegmental phonology approach in explaining the transformation of
underlying forms into various surface forms.

Methodology

The theoretical framework for this study is based on generative phonology and its evolution
into nonlinear approaches, particularly autosegmental phonology. Generative phonology
emerged in the mid-1950s as a subfield of generative grammar, based on the independent
intellectual contributions of Chomsky and Halle (Kord-Zafranlou, 1385). The foundational
work by Chomsky and Halle, The Sound Pattern of English (1968), is considered the core of
this approach, and it is often referred to as standard generative phonology or the sound-pattern
approach (Meshkith-Dini, 1388).

The methodology in this study is field-based. For data collection, speakers were asked to
repeat purposefully designed sentences. The sample consisted of 22 speakers, selected
randomly from both male and female Kermani speakers with varying educational backgrounds.
The data were collected, transcribed, and analyzed. The features of the sentences designed for
data collection in terms of the position and articulation of the initial consonant of the word
following the object, relative to the position and articulation of the final consonant of the object:

a) Different Cases for an Object Ending in a Consonant:

1. The following word begins with a vowel.

2. The following word begins with a consonant identical to the final consonant of the object.
3. The following word begins with a consonant identical in terms of Place but different in
terms of £Continuant from the final consonant of the object.

4. The following word begins with a consonant identical in terms of xContinuant but different
in terms of Place from the final consonant of the object.

5. The following word begins with a consonant identical to the final consonant of the object
in terms of both Place and +Continuant.
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6. The following word begins with a consonant different from the final consonant of the
object in terms of both Place and £Continuant.

b) Different Cases for an Object Ending in a Vowel:

1. The following word begins with a vowel identical to the final vowel of the object.
2. The following word begins with a vowel different from the final vowel of the object.
3. The following word begins with a consonant.

Data Analysis

To justify the results obtained from the research with an autosegmental approach, it was
necessary first to identify the underlying form of the direct object marker in the Kermani dialect.
Based on the criteria introduced by Kenstowicz (1994) for identifying underlying forms and
considering the frequency of occurrence, the form o was determined as the underlying form.
The derivation of various surface forms in different phonological environments can be
considered as follows:

a. /rl: In cases where the object ends with a vowel and the final syllable of the object is an open
syllable, the underlying form of the object marker changes and appears as r to prevent vowel
contraction.

b. /@I This occurs when the object ends with one of the following consonants: t, d, n, s, z, r, m.
In these cases, the underlying form o is completely deleted, and the phonetic representation of
the object marker becomes empty.

**c. Deletion of the Final Consonant and Compensatory Lengthening in the Preceding Vowel:
When the object ends with the coronal consonants /?/ and /h/, the final consonant is deleted in
Kermani, and the preceding vowel undergoes compensatory lengthening.

Research Findings

1. In the Kermani dialect, the only factor influencing the pronunciation of the object marker is
the final consonant of the object, and the initial consonant of the following word has no role
in determining the phonetic representation of the direct object marker. For example, if the
final consonant of the object in a sentence is /b/, regardless of the place or manner of the initial
consonant of the following word, the object marker will be pronounced as 9.

2. Overall, the object marker appears in three phonetic forms in the Kermani dialect: 9, @, and
r.

Based on the criteria introduced by Kenstowicz (1994) for determining underlying forms, and
considering the frequency of occurrence, it can be concluded that the underlying form of the
object marker in the Kermani dialect is o.

4. In the typology based on the impact of the Mandatory Boundary Principle on features in
various languages, Haruka (1999) places the Kermani dialect in Group IV. This classification
is due to the fact that in the Kermani dialect, the deletion of features is accompanied by the
complete deletion of the phonological unit.

As demonstrated, the foundations of the autosegmental phonology framework provide
sufficient explanatory power to account for the above processes in the Kermani dialect.

Conclusion

This study shows that the autosegmental phonology framework is effective in explaining the
phonetic representation of the direct object marker in the Kermani dialect. The processes of
feature spreading, deletion, and compensatory lengthening are adequately accounted for in this
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framework. Additionally, the study highlights that the phonological behavior of the object
marker is primarily determined by the final consonant of the object, which distinguishes it from
other dialects of Persian.
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