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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate and compare the degree of
conventionality of synonymous metaphorical patterns in written

Persian. In the framework of Conceptual Metaphor Theory by

Lakoff and Johnson (1980) and using the corpus-based method of

Metaphorical Pattern Analysis by Stefanowitsch (2006), seven

synonymous Persian words — /por/, /akande/, /sar$ar/, /labalab/,

Nabriz/, /malamal/, and /mamlov/ — all conveying the meaning of Keywords:
“fullness”, were analyzed. Data were extracted from Hamshahri 2
Written Corpus. The conventionality degree of each pattern was
calculated based on the relative frequency of its metaphorical versus Conceptl_JaI Metaphor
non-metaphorical uses. Findings revealed that despite sharing a Conventionality
basic meaning, the synonymous words are not identical in their = Corpus-based

degree of conventionality and exhibit varying levels of entrenchment Metaphorical Pattern
and productivity within the conceptual system. Accordingly, the Ivsi

order of conventionality from highest to lowest is: /sarSar/, Analysis

/malamal/, /akande/, /labriz/, /por/, /mamlov/, and /labalab/. These =~Synonymous Words
results confirm that a word's overall frequency does not necessarily

equate to its degree of metaphorical entrenchment, and that the

“relative frequency” of metaphorical use is a better measure for

assessing conventionality. This finding supports the notion that even

seemingly synonymous patterns display distinct metaphorical

behavior, and that conventionality is an independent phenomenon

from lexical synonymy.
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Introduction

Metaphor has long been regarded as a rhetorical device in classical philosophy, particularly in
the works of Aristotle, who viewed it as a stylistic ornament enhancing discourse. However,
the emergence of cognitive linguistics in the late twentieth century fundamentally redefined the
role of metaphor. In Metaphors We Live By (1980), Lakoff and Johnson argued that metaphor
is not merely a linguistic phenomenon but a cognitive mechanism through which abstract
concepts are structured and understood in terms of more concrete concepts.

Within Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT), metaphors are systematic mappings between
source and target domains. Over time, frequent metaphorical expressions may become
conventionalized and cognitively entrenched. Despite extensive research on conceptual
metaphors in Persian, the degree of conventionalization among synonymous metaphorical
patterns has not been gquantitatively examined. The present study addresses this gap by
investigating whether synonymous lexical items participating in the same conceptual metaphor
exhibit equal levels of metaphorical entrenchment and conventionality in actual language use.

Materials & Methods

This study adopts a corpus-based methodology within the framework of Metaphorical Pattern
Analysis (Stefanowitsch, 2006). Data were drawn from the Hamshahri 2 corpus (AleAhmad et
al.,, 2009), a comprehensive collection of contemporary written Persian containing
approximately 150 million words. The corpus was analyzed using AntConc software (Anthony,
2014).

Seven Persian adjectives sharing the core meaning of “fullness” were selected: por, akande,
sarsar, labalab, labriz, malamal, and mamlov. These lexical items frequently appear in
metaphorical constructions related to the target domain of HAPPINESS, instantiating the
conceptual metaphor HAPPINESS IS FLUID IN A CONTAINER. For each word, all linguistic
patterns where it co-occurs with a noun in a specific syntactic slot (e.g., complement of an
adjective) were extracted. A random sample of 2,453 expressions was drawn from a total of
86,886 occurrences, following the Morgan and Krejcie table.

All nouns occurring in these slots were classified using FarsNet (Shamsfard et al., 2010) into
two categories: concrete (non-metaphorical usage) and abstract nouns (metaphorical usage).
Conventionality was operationalized as the relative proportion of target-domain usage to
source-domain usage. Statistical significance was assessed using the two-way Chi-square test
in SPSS (version 16). The primary objective was to determine whether lexical synonymy entails
equal levels of metaphorical conventionality.

Results & Discussion

The results reveal statistically significant differences (p <.05) in the distribution of source and
target domain nouns across the seven synonymous adjectives. The degree of metaphorical
conventionality, measured by the percentage of target-domain usage, is ranked as follows:

sarsar (86.9%) > malamal (84%) > akande (82.87%) > labriz (80.6%) > por (62.5%) >
mamlov (54.9%) > labalab (53%)

The adjective sarsar demonstrates the highest proportion of co-occurrence with abstract nouns
such as "joy", "love", and “enthusiasm", indicating a strong degree of metaphorical
entrenchment. Similarly, malamal and akande show dominant metaphorical usage, suggesting
that these items have undergone substantial conventionalization. The adjective labriz also
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exhibits a high level of metaphorical usage (80.6%), further supporting the pattern of
differential conventionalization among synonyms.

In contrast, /abalab and mamlov display a more balanced distribution between literal and
metaphorical uses. Their relatively lower percentage of target-domain usage suggests that they
remain more closely associated with concrete, physical meanings.

Interestingly, although por is the most frequent lexical item overall in the corpus, it ranks only
fourth in metaphorical conventionality. This finding indicates that absolute frequency does not
necessarily correlate with metaphorical entrenchment. Instead, the relative dominance of
abstract usage serves as a more reliable indicator of conventionalization.

These findings are consistent with the “career of metaphor" hypothesis (Bowdle & Gentner,
2005), which suggests that repeated metaphorical usage leads to cognitive entrenchment and
categorization-based processing. Lexical items with higher metaphorical proportions appear to
have progressed further along this continuum.

The study further demonstrates that semantic synonymy does not imply identical cognitive or
distributional behavior. Although the seven adjectives share a core semantic meaning, their
usage patterns differ significantly in actual discourse. This highlights the importance of
empirical corpus-based investigation in revealing subtle differences in metaphorical
productivity and conventionalization.

Conclusion
This corpus-based study demonstrates that synonymous lexical items participating in the same

conceptual metaphor exhibit significantly different degrees of conventionalization in Persian.
The findings confirm that metaphorical entrenchment is not uniformly distributed among
semantically similar words.

The analysis shows that sarsar, malamal, and akande are more strongly conventionalized in
metaphorical contexts, while /abalab and mamlov retain stronger associations with literal
meanings. Furthermore, the results indicate that overall corpus frequency is not a sufficient
indicator of conventionality; rather, the proportion of target-domain usage provides a more
accurate measure.

The study contributes to cognitive linguistic research by offering quantitative evidence for
varying degrees of metaphorical conventionalization within synonymous constructions. It also
underscores the methodological value of corpus-based approaches in examining conceptual
metaphor and lexical behavior in Persian.

Future research may extend this analysis to other semantic fields and explore cross-linguistic
comparisons to determine whether similar patterns of differential conventionalization occur in
other languages.
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" He has a wealth of ideas.

2TD IDEAS: ideas

3 SD MONEY': Now that the weather’s cold, she says she’s lost those customers along with a wealth of money.
4 elucidate NP

5 Could you elucidate your remarks?

6 TD IDEAS: remark

7 SD LIGHT: 2? Sunlight elucidated the room.
8 conventionality

9 M. Turner

10 frequent

1 productive

12 original

13 conventional

14 relative frequency
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M. Black

2 interaction view
3 A. Deignan

4 F. Boers

> M. Demecheleer
6R. Trim

7 A. Cserép

8 A. S. DaSilva
M. M. Gil

1ON. Yu
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9 Event-Related Potential (ERP)
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T ERP: Event related potential
2 A Fraction of the Whole
3 Steve Toltz
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