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Studying translation education in Arabic departments from the
standpoint of modern theories
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Abstract

Translation is considered one the most important subjects in the
departments dedicated to teaching languages, due to opportunities it
provides for working in the field of oral and written translation. In the
Arabic departments there are many book for and taking care of it.
These works usually took the prescriptive approach in presenting
translation issues and sought to make them a pure science, just like
Keywords: natural science. In this article the researcher studied some famous
o Translation | pooks in this topic from the standpoint of modern counterparts and
e Book of | with evidence quoted from boos that translated from Arabic to
translation | Persian. He concluded that these books contain four problems: the
e Translation | firstis an attempt to codify translation and formulate rules and law for
theories it such as those we see in chemistry and physics. The second problem
e Teaching is citing improvised examples that do not belong to a specific context.
translation | The third problem is the lack of emphasis of the important on the
importance of familiarity with both languages the principle and
purpose. The fourth problem is the absence of theoretical issues.
Finally, the researcher presented his proposal to reform the translation
teaching curriculum in Arabic departments liberate it from classical
view of translation.
Keywords: translation, books of art translation, translation theories.
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Introduction
Translation is one of the most important subjects included in the undergraduate

curriculum in Arabic departments. Its significance lies in the employment opportunities it
offers to students graduating from these departments. Ideally, it should have received
greater attention from Arabic language professors and coordinators in higher education.
However, when we closely examine the curricula and textbooks written for teaching
translation in Arabic departments, we find that the content of these books and the
methods adopted by their authors in addressing translation issues fail to provide students
with a clear methodology. This methodology would serve as a guiding light if they aspire
to pursue translation as a profession in the future.

Literature Review
In reality, the authors of these books have often approached translation issues from a
prescriptive perspective, attempting to make translation a purely scientific discipline
governed by rules and laws, akin to those in chemistry and physics. However, despite all
the efforts made to systematize and algorithmize translation, its artistic aspect remains
strong. A translator cannot become proficient without spending a considerable amount of
time practicing and training. This artistic dimension should have been considered in the
textbooks written for teaching translation. However, when one browses the books
authored for teaching translation in Arabic departments, it seems as if translation between
Arabic and Persian follows a different set of rules and principles. In reality, it is no
different from other languages, and a translator cannot excel in this language pair without
practice and training.
In this article, the researcher examines the methods used in the most prominent textbooks
written for teaching translation in Arabic departments to answer the following two
guestions:
What are the issues present in the translation teaching curricula in Arabic departments?
How can we improve the translation teaching curricula in Arabic departments?

Results & Discussion
The researcher concludes that the textbooks for teaching translation in Arabic
departments suffer from four major issues:
The attempt to standardize translation: This is evident in three forms:

o Specific words or phrases designated by the author to translate a term or a
grammatical element.

o General rules proposed by the author for translating a grammatical element or a
specific expression, such as the rule mentioned in the article for translating
"tamyeez" (specification).

o Formulations resembling those of natural sciences, frequently used for translating
verb tenses.

Use of arbitrary and often poorly structured examples in both Arabic and Persian.

Lack of emphasis on proficiency in both source and target languages (Arabic and
Persian), which is essential for teaching translation. Students cannot practice this art
without mastering both languages simultaneously.



Absence of theoretical aspects: As mentioned earlier, translation theories deepen students'
understanding of linguistic phenomena and enable them to approach translation with a
precise perspective, recognizing differences in linguistic systems and cultural issues.

conclusion
In conclusion, improving translation teaching curricula in Arabic departments requires
fundamental changes in the textbooks written for this purpose.
Abandon the prescriptive approach and the attempt to standardize translation entirely.
Use examples derived from translated books by experienced translators.
Dedicate a full chapter to emphasizing the importance of proficiency in both languages,
supported by examples from translated and untranslated texts.
Incorporate modern linguistics and translation theories into teaching and addressing
translation issues.
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