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This study aims to identify the difficulties of learning rhetoric among
Kurdish students and discover how to solve them. To achieve the
purpose of the study, the researchers arranged a questionnaire that
included a set of items in order to identify the most difficult items.

o The questionnaire consisted of three axes: the educational materials,
g the teacher, and the students, and included forty-five items. After
> Keywords: confirming the validity of the questionnaire, the researchers applied
§ o Methods of it to a study sample of students in the Arabic Language Department
= teaching at the University of Kurdistan. They were thirty male/female students
< rhetoric at the bachelor’s and master’s levels. After distributing the
§ e difficulties in | questionnaire and obtaining the required data, the researchers
- learning processed it using appropriate statistical methods to obtain the
rhetoric results. The research used percentages and weighted means to treat

o Kurdish the data statistically and reach the desired results. The results show

Students that there are a lot of difficulties for Kurdish students in the subject

e University of | of rhetoric, distributed among the three axes: the educational

Kurdistan materials, the teacher, and the students. Furthermore, the most

important difficulties at the University of Kurdistan were the facts
that the students used the intermediate language—Kurdish and
Persian—as the dominant language in rhetoric lessons, that their
interest in rhetoric ended with the end of exams, that there were some
difficult topics in rhetoric, and that students relied on the teacher as
the only source. The least important difficulties at the University of
Kurdistan were the facts that the scientific and scientific level of
some teachers of rhetoric was weak and not consistent with the
desired level, that the teacher imposed their opinion on the students
and deprived them of expressing their artistic personality, that the
topics of the study were not classified or logically sequenced, and
that rhetorical topics did not help develop students’ literary taste.
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1. Introduction

Learning Arabic rhetoric is of paramount importance in understanding the secrets of the
Arabic language and the characteristics of its style, because comprehending eloguent
speech and its underlying meaning can only be achieved through the study and
contemplation of this science. Additionally, it equips students with the ability to recognise
the rhetorical miracles found in the verses of the Holy Quran and the noble hadiths, thereby
strengthening their faith and refining their linguistic and rhetorical abilities. Furthermore,
it empowers students to engage in literary criticism of artistic works, such as poetry, and to
evaluate and determine their quality. Through their familiarity with the imagery and
metaphors embedded in the rhetorical styles employed by authors in poems, stories, novels,
and other literary works, students can cultivate their literary imagination. Moreover, it
enables them to imitate rhetorical styles and produce eloquent speech. The significance of
learning Arabic rhetoric lies not only in mastering linguistic elements, but also in honing
linguistic skills such as speaking, listening, writing, and reading. This is because, after
acquiring a taste for rhetoric, students will apply other linguistic elements such as grammar,
morphology, prosody, semantics, and more. Consequently, students’ comprehension will
be strengthened, and their memorisation will be enhanced.

There are various difficulties facing the learning of Arabic rhetoric, especially among non-
native Arabic speakers, including Kurdish students. This study, utilising a descriptive-
analytical approach, aims to shed light on the challenges faced by Kurdish students in
learning Arabic rhetoric. This is done by answering the following research questions:

1- What are the most significant challenges faced by Kurdish students in learning Arabic
rhetoric?

2- What are the most important suggestions for overcoming these challenges?

This study identifies these difficulties and proposes practical solutions and suggestions to
address the challenges faced by Kurdish students in learning Arabic rhetoric. This is
achieved by collecting data through a questionnaire distributed to the research sample.

2. Methodology

The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach. The descriptive method is the most
commonly used approach in scientific research and is one of the most prominent methods
used in scientific studies due to its comprehensiveness, flexibility, and ability to study and
accurately describe reality. The descriptive method is "a form of systematic scientific
analysis and interpretation to describe a specific phenomenon or problem and depict it
guantitatively by collecting standardized data and information about the phenomenon or
problem, classifying it, analyzing it, and subjecting it to detailed study" (Malham, 2000, p.
324). Based on this method, data was collected, categorised, and analysed using statistical
methods appropriate to the research topic.

3. Results & Discussion
The research population consists of Kurdish students studying in the Arabic Language
and Literature Department at the University of Kurdistan in Sanandaj, Iran. After
identifying the primary research population, the researchers determined the research
sample, which comprised 30 students from the Arabic Language Department at the
University of Kurdistan, including 10 graduate students and 20 undergraduate students.
The research sample is composed of students who are assumed to have completed their
studies in the three branches of rhetoric (Ma'ani, Bayan, and Badi') and have reached a
level that enables them to judge the questionnaire items.



4. Conclusion
The results of the research can be summarised as follows:

1- The findings indicate that non-Arabic speaking students at the University of
Kurdistan encounter various challenges when studying rhetoric. These difficulties
fall into three main categories: those related to the subject matter, the teachers, and
the students themselves.

2- The survey results showed that the most important items at the University of
Kurdistan were: “using the intermediate language—Kurdish and Persian—Dby the
students, which were the dominant language used in rhetoric lessons”, “students’
interest in rhetoric ends with the end of exams,” “there are some difficult topics in
rhetoric”, and “students rely on the teacher as the only source”. In addition, the
least important items at the University of Kurdistan were: “the scientific and
scientific level of some teachers of rhetoric is weak and not consistent with the
desired reality,” “the teacher imposes his opinion on the students and deprives them
of expressing their artistic personality,” “the topics of the study are not classified
and are not logically sequenced,” and “rhetorical topics do not help develop
students’ literary taste”.

3- The issue of linguistic duality is a significant obstacle, particularly for those
working in the field of language, especially those engaged in learning and teaching
rhetoric. To overcome this challenge, it is suggested that Standard Arabic be
adopted as the medium of instruction for Arabic rhetoric and that students be
encouraged to use it.

4- The curricula for rhetoric courses in Iranian universities, including the University
of Kurdistan, require revision. It is recommended that the course content include
captivating and impactful masterpieces of literature to stimulate students' interest
and encourage discussion. Additionally, teaching methods need to be modernised
and incorporate new technologies and resources. Traditional teaching methods
should be reevaluated, and contemporary curricula should be developed that cater
to students' varying academic, intellectual, and cognitive levels.
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