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Abstract

There is no doubt that purposeful and diverse exercises hold a
distinguished place in foreign language learning, as they contribute
to facilitating and accelerating the language learning process.
Furthermore, they pave the way for the teacher to assess the learner's
linguistic proficiency and performance, while also revealing the
quality of the educational content, which is a fundamental component
of the curriculum. The series of books "Arabic Between Your Hands"
(1435 AH) is an accredited collection for teaching Arabic worldwide,
comprising four volumes and eight books that range from beginner
to advanced levels, featuring a coherent structure that includes varied
and purposeful exercises for understanding the content. Thomas C.
Bartlett's classification (1976) is one of the most prominent
classifications for educational objectives, which includes learning
levels in post-text questions and content comprehension in the field
of foreign language education. Based on the above, this research
addresses the evaluation of the post-text exercises and activities in
the "Arabic Between Your Hands" series in light of Bartlett's learning
levels classification, utilizing a statistical methodology based on
content analysis. The research findings indicate that this series
includes various questions that assist the learner in understanding the
content. It also features a logical distribution according to Bartlett's
levels model, with the second volume and expressive level recording
the highest statistics, while the first volume and comprehension level
recorded the lowest statistics. The "Arabic Between Your Hands"
series aligns perfectly with the criteria of Thomas Bartlett’s
classification and is considered an effective resource for teaching
Arabic to non-native speakers, aiming to enhance information
processing, cognitive growth, and linguistic proficiency.
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1. Introduction
Textbooks are among the most important educational resources for learning a second
language, and their purposeful, diverse, and organized exercises facilitate and accelerate
the language learning process for students. One of the most significant sections includes
post-text exercises and questions, which lead to better comprehension and more successful
learning for the language learner.
The educational series " Al-*Arabiyah Baina Yadaik " (1435 AH) is considered a reputable
collection for learning Arabic worldwide. It consists of four volumes and eight books,
ranging from beginner to advanced levels, with a coherent structure that includes diverse
and purpose-driven reading comprehension exercises.
The Five Levels Model by Thomas C. Barrett (1976 AD) is regarded as one of the most
prominent classifications of post-text comprehension questions in the field of foreign
language education. It includes levels of learning (Literal, Organizational, Inferential,
Evaluative, and Comprehension) along with 27 subcategories.

2. Literature Review
One of the most well-known classification models related to educational materials,
especially in foreign language teaching, is the classification by Thomas C. Barrett (1916).
In 1976, he proposed a comprehensive classification concerning post-text exercises and
comprehension questions, analyzing skills from lower to higher levels while detailing them
in the form of subcategories. This classification includes 5 main and sub-levels, as well as
27 subcategories, as follows:
Table 1: The Five Levels and 27 Subcategories of the Thomas Barrett Model

Main Level Sub Level Subcategory
Literal Recognition and Details
Retelling Main Idea
Sequence of Events
Comparison

Cause and Effect
Relationships Character Traits

Organizational Restructuring Classification
Presentation of an Outline
Summary
Integration

Inferential Solution Discovery  Supporting Details
Main Idea
Sequence of Events
Comparison
Cause and Effect Relationships
Character Traits
Predicting Outcomes
Interpretation of Figurative Language

Evaluative Judgment Fact or Fiction
Facts or Opinions
Adequacy and Accuracy
Relevance
Value, Desirability, and Acceptability

Comprehension Creative Response  Emotional Reaction to Content
Empathy with Characters or Events
Reaction to Author's Use of Language
Reaction to Images



3. Methodology
Given the importance of comprehension questions and their key role in determining the
extent of learning from educational materials while enhancing second language
proficiency, the aim of this research is to utilize Barrett's classification model as a research
tool and a prominent, practical framework for critiquing the content of the " Al-‘Arabiyah
Baina Yadaik" series, through a descriptive method and critical content analysis, employing
a mixed qualitative and quantitative approach.
The units of analysis in this study comprise post-text exercises in four volumes, eight
lessons, and 269 exercises selected randomly, categorized into 27 different subcategories
across the five levels of Barrett's classification, totaling 1,879 statistical samples.
This article, while assessing the various levels of post-text comprehension questions
utilized in this series based on the Five Levels Model, provides a useful guideline for
curriculum planners and instructional designers in order to develop Arabic language
content aligned with these levels, for teachers and instructors to facilitate effective and
strategic teaching, as well as for learners to achieve effective Arabic language acquisition.
A review of prior research using the keywords "Barrett" and ™" Al-‘Arabiyah Baina
Yadaik" revealed that no study aligned with the theme of this article has been found
globally. Therefore, this article presents a novel approach.

4. Results & Discussion
In this article, the frequency of various types of exercises, the frequency of the five levels
in comparison to each other, and the distribution of levels within each volume of this series
were examined, which are presented in the tables below:
Table 2: Frequency of Exercises in Each Lesson

Exercise Title Lesson Number Total

*ok 12 6 15 8 16 **

Grammar 11 12 20 7

Vocabulary 6 15 62

Comprehension 10 49

Writing 31

Reading

Speaking

Guided Expression

Oral Expression

Advanced Expression

Written Expression

Dictation

Calligraphy

Reading Comprehension

Research

Sounds

Total
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2 35 23 38 60 69

Table 3: Frequency of the Five Levels of the Barret Model in the Volumes of the ""Al-
‘Arabiyah Baina Yadaik" Series

Volume Frequency

First 376
Second 566
Third 518
Fourth 419

Total 1879




Table 4: Frequency of the Five Levels of the Barret Model in the ""Al-*Arabiyah Baina
Yadaik" Series
Barret Levels  Frequency in 4 Volumes Percentage

Literal 799 42.50%
Inferential 557 29.65%
Organizational 231 12.30%
Evaluative 217 11.55%
Comprehension 75 4%
Total 1879 100%

5. Conclusion

The results of this research are as follows:

The highest frequency of questions focuses on exercises related to "grammar, vocabulary,
comprehension, writing, and reading," particularly in the second and third volumes, which
correspond to intermediate and advanced levels. The highest utilization rate of the five
levels and the 27 subcategories of Barrett's model in the educational series "Arabic Between
Your Hands" is found in the second and third volumes, with a frequency of 1,879 instances.
The lowest utilization is noted in the first and fourth volumes. Considering that the fourth
volume is regarded as an advanced level, it is suggested that the authors pay more attention
to cognitive higher-order levels, particularly understanding, reorganization, and evaluation,
when designing comprehension questions for professional learners. The most applied level
in Barrett's model is the literal level, with a frequency of 799 instances, while the least
applied is the comprehension level, with a frequency of 75 instances. The inferential,
organizational, and evaluative levels are ranked from second to fourth, respectively. It is
recommended to give more consideration to the comprehension level and the emotional
responses of learners.
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