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A Study and Analysis on the Western Approaches
Influence and Application in Religious Texts Reading in
the Thought of Mohammed Arkoun
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Abstract

Mohammad Arkoun (1928-2010) Muslim intellectual,
offered "Islamic Criticism" projects, " Applied Islamology' and
finally the "Critical Rational Future'" project "Negar' with the
aim of reviewing and transforming the understanding of the
religious text and offering solutions to overcome the decline of
Islamic civilization. His main scheme is the critique of Islamic
reason, but the methodology is Applied Islamology. Arkoun
projects are one of the first projects in the Islamic-Arab world,
which have read the religious text based on new Western
approaches.

Research Methods and Questions: This study uses a
descriptive-analytical approach to examine the impact and
application of Western approaches in religious texts reading in
the thought of Mohammad Arkoun. The questions considered
in this research are: What are the most important practical
approaches of Arkoun in religious texts reading? What is
Arkoun 's aim using different Western approaches to read
religious texts? What are Arkoun 's approaches in the Applied
Islamology project?

The aims of this research is to study the Western approaches
considered by Arkoun in the field of religious texts reading and
to examine the impact and application of Western approaches
in the Applied Islamology project of Arkoun.

Findings: Arkoun projects in particular Applied Islamology
include a set of approaches such as structuralism, genealogy,
poststructuralism, hermeneutics, etc. His ultimate aim in
applying various Western approaches is to provide an active
and capable methodology for critical of religious texts reading,
definite break from dogmatic and Orientalist perspectives and
also to replace these studies with studies based on positivist
methods and traditional philology.
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Among all practical approaches of Arkoun in the field of
reading religious texts, there are three approaches that have
many manifestations in his thoughts and projects: First, the
linguistic-semiotic approach to the study of the foundational
age, second, Foucault's paleontological approach to read
contemporary Islamic-Arab modern thought and third,
Historical-Sociological Analysis for the study of Islam as a social
phenomenon and the Events of the history of Islam after the
Prophet (PBUH).

Keywords: Mohammed Arkoun, Structuralism, Deconstruction,
Hermeneutics, Applied Islamology, Paleontology.
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