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Abstract

This study examines the structural position and epistemic status of diyine love in
two independent classical works of medieval mysticism: Khwaja Abdullah Ansari's
Manazil al-Sa'irin and Bahya ibn Paquda's al-Hidaya ila Eara'id al-Qulub. It asks why
love, in two systems of spiritual conduct with no"deme@nstrableidirect historical link,
stands not at the beginning but at the culmination efa rational-practical path, and what
this implies for the relation between discufSive reasoning and direct knowledge of
God. Using a descriptive-analytical method basedion the primary texts, their classical
commentaries, and recent scholarshipthie study analyzes the degrees and epistemic
function of love in both works, The'findings,show that Ansari places love as the sixty-
first station and the first of‘the “states;” while Bahya presents it as the tenth and final
gate, the purpose of all precedinNuties of the heart. In both systems, love is a form
of direct, non-propositional knowing that discursive reason prepares for but cannot
itself supply. Thecentral claimis that this shared placement follows a single epistemic
logic: the préparatory,stages of both systems belong to knowledge by description, and
love marks the pas§age to knowledge by acquaintance. Differences in sources and
style of argument distinguish the route to this point rather than alter the structure. The
study's original“contribution is to explain this shared structure through Russell's
distinction between knowledge by acquaintance and knowledge by description, a
framework not previously applied to comparative research on these two works.

Keywords: Divine Love, Manazil al-Sa'irin, al-Hidaya ila Fara'id al-Qulub,
Khwaja Abdullah Ansari, Bahya ibn Paquda.



Introduction and Problem Statement

Love of God is regarded in Islamic mysticism as both the purpose of
creation and the goal of the wayfarer's journey, and in Jewish tradition the love
of God (ahavat Adonai), together with the fear of God, forms one of the two
poles of religious life. This study compares divine love in two classical works:
Manazil al-Sa'irin by Khwaja Abdullah Ansari of Herat (396481 AH), a
Hanbali Sufi, and al-Hidaya ila Fara'id al-Qulub (The Duties of the Heart) by
Bahya ibn Paquda, a Jewish judge and moral thinker active in Saragossa, al-
Andalus, between about 1050 and 1090 CE. In Ansari's hundred-station
system, love is the sixty-first station and the first of the “states”; imBahya's
work, it is the tenth and final gate.

The central question is why, in two independent systems of spiritual
conduct with no demonstrable direct historical connection, love is placed not
at the beginning but at the culmination of a rational-practical path, and what
this placement implies for the epistemic standi Xf rational argument as
against direct knowledge of God. Earlier stﬁgies have examined the
foundations of Bahya's mystical conduct and the station of trust (tawakkul) in
both authors, and valuable work exists, on‘each text separately, but no study
has compared love itself across thetwo works or used the epistemological
framework proposed here. The hypothesis is that the shared placement is not
accidental: the preparatorysstages of both systems belong to “knowledge by
description,” while love wnarks the'passage to a direct presence that cannot be
reached by adding to the volume of description.

Methodology "

The studyhis descriptive-analytical and based on library research, drawing
on theprimary texts, classical commentary (chiefly Ibn Qayyim's Madarij al-
Salikin), and recent scholarship. Rather than listing similarities and
differences, the analysis proceeds along three axes: (1) the structural position
of love and the logic of the order of stations and gates; (2) the relation between
reason and intuition in the argument and language of love; and (3) the
practical-cthical function of love. Russell's distinction between knowledge by
acquaintance and knowledge by description serves as the interpretive
framework, supported by Alston's and Wainwright's work on the cognitive
value of religious experience. The resulting reading is tested against four
objections: constructivist (Katz), reductionist, apophatic (Sells and Turner),
and an objection concerning the structure of al-Hidaya itself (Michaelis).



Discussion

In Manazil al-Sa'irin, love follows sixty stations in six groups. These
preparatory stations, which include awakening, repentance, self-examination,
reflection, will, and certainty, are describable, largely rational, and acquired
by the wayfarer. Love opens the group of “states,” which, in the Sufi tradition,
descend upon the heart rather than being produced by the wayfarer; it thus
marks the border between acquired stations and bestowed states. Ansari
distinguishes three degrees of love: the first removes temptations from the
heart and sweetens worship; the second leads the wayfarer to prefer God to
everything else; and the third lies beyond description and is attained only
through taste (dhawq).

In al-Hidaya, the first gate offers a formal proof of God!sdainity modeled on
Euclidean geometry, the second develops reflection on ereation as a form of
natural theology, and the remaining gates, thoughy practical, stay within
rational justification. In the tenth gate, alongside argument, the language of
longing and nearness becomes prominent, and Bahya calls all other virtues
steps toward love, the highest rank of the'ebedient. The true lover is ready to
sacrifice worldly comfort for the Beloved and finds the 613 commandments

light. AN

In both works, thenglove'comes.after stages that are cognitive or volitional
achievements of the wayfarer,\and the language of the text changes at the point
where love is reached. ‘Since no evidence of Bahya's acquaintance with
Manazil al-Sa'itin itself has been found, the shared order is better explained
by an internal legicithan by borrowing. In Russell's terms, the earlier stages
(correcty belief, rational reflection, obedience, and discipline) belong to
knowledge B}k description, and love is the passage to knowledge by
acquaintance, which no accumulation of description can replace. The works
differ‘in the exact position of love, which is the threshold of the states for
Ansari, with thirty-nine stations still to come, and the summit of the path for
Bahya; they also differ in sources (Qur'an and hadith as against Torah, Psalms,
and rational argument), in style (terse and allusive as against extended and
argumentative), and in audience (an initiated Sufi as against a Jewish
community that, in Bahya's view, had neglected the duties of the heart). In
both, however, love lightens the burden of duty without abolishing it.

The constructivist objection holds that no unmediated experience exists, so
that any convergence would be merely rhetorical; the reply is that the claim



concerns the structure of the two systems, namely that rational argument,
though necessary, ends in something other than itself, and not the identity of
mystical experiences. The reductionist objection, that love is merely an
emotion, is answered by the fact that both authors treat love as disclosive. The
apophatic objection, that the language of love is only a practice of “unsaying,”
is answered by the fixed final position of love and the coexistence of negative
language with taste and presence. Against the view that al-Hidaya is not a
ladder of stages, the study shows that its claim concerns Bahya's own
understanding of the path, not a linear order of chapters. A similar structure in
the ethical thought of Simone Weil and Iris Murdoch supports the structural
claim.

Conclusion

The placement of love at the culmination, ofsthe path in both systems
follows from its epistemic nature: rational, argument, prepares for love but
cannot produce it, because love is the passage ffom knowledge by description
to knowledge by acquaintance. Ansari's sixty=first station and Bahya's tenth
gate differ in the role of love, as the beginning of acquaintance and as the
culmination of the path, butynot in its epistemie logic. Differences in sources,
style, and audience distinguish, the‘route,ynot the structure, and the shared
structure should not be takenito mean that the two mystical experiences were
identical. For the philosophy\Qf religion, the findings suggest that medieval
Islamic and Jewish mystical”literature independently reached an epistemic
architecture that analytic philosophers formulated in the twentieth century
with othersconceptual toels, and they offer a third path between perennialist
and constructivislt)\»pproaches: comparison at the level of the structural and
argumentative role of love in an explicitly staged epistemic program.
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