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Since the late 2000s, signs of a growing interest in Asian studies have
gradually emerged within Iran’s academic community. This development
resulted from two parallel processes: At the level of policymaking and
decision-making, during Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s presidency in the 2000s, a
distinctive interpretation of the National Development Vision Document
emerged. Rather than understanding “constructive engagement,” identified as
a broad strategic orientation in the National Development Vision Document
for 1404 (2025), in its general and conventional sense, the administration
interpreted it primarily as engagement with the non-Western world in
opposition to what it viewed as a hegemonic West. One consequence of this
approach was a deepening emphasis on the “Look to the East” policy in the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. As sanctions and tensions
intensified, the East came to be viewed as a means of overcoming pressures
and what were described as “Western excessive demands.” Russia and China
occupied a central position in this orientation. The second process, closely
linked to the first, unfolded within Iran’s academic and university
communities. A new generation of scholars emerged who, unlike many of
their predecessors, had not been educated in the West and who gradually came
to regard the study of politics and economics in the East and Asia as important
beyond the conventional focus on Europe and the United States. This
perception was shaped not only by the country’s political environment but also
by the intellectual curiosity of an emerging generation of academics who
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believed that Eastern and Asian societies and politics had been neglected in
Iran and deserved greater scholarly attention.

The outcome of these two processes was a gradual expansion of research
on various parts of the East, particularly Russian studies and Chinese studies,
followed somewhat later by studies of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) region and the Indian subcontinent. This growing body of
scholarship initially became visible in the subjects selected for master’s theses
and doctoral dissertations and gradually extended to other areas, including the
translation and publication of books and scholarly articles. Thus, by the end
of the 2010s and the beginning of the 2020s, it could reasonably be argued
that, regardless of the varying quality of the work produced, a considerable
share of the scholarship generated by Iran’s political science and international
relations communities had been devoted to these areas. The establishment of
related academic programs also helped delineate, to some extent, the
intellectual boundaries of this field. Although a substantial gap still appears to
exist between the quantitative and qualitative state of scholarship in this area
in Iran and the frontiers of global knowledge, this growing trend is
nevertheless encouraging. The increasing involvement of governmental and
semi-governmental think tanks, alongside the academic community, further
attests to the growing importance of the field. Yet one major gap has persisted
throughout this process: the absence of specialized and active scholarly
journals devoted to these subjects.

As institutional mechanisms for evaluating and representing scholarly
activity, academic journals possess unparalleled potential for deepening and
consolidating knowledge in a given field. While studies of other regions—
including the Middle East and West Asia, Central Asia and the Caucasus, and
the United States—have made significant advances in disseminating scholarly
findings through the emergence of specialized journals, Asian and East Asian
studies have continued to face this major shortcoming. This has occurred even
as, at the frontiers of global knowledge, discussions of the rise of Asia have
occupied a substantial share of academic activity, particularly in advanced
countries. It was against this background of perceived need and urgency that
the first steps toward publishing a specialized journal on Asian studies were
taken at Shiraz University. The publication of the [ranian Journal of Asian
Studies, followed by its continuation under the new title Journal of Asian
Regional Orders Studies (JAROS), represented the concrete realization of this
initiative.

Why Asia?
One of the questions frequently raised within Iran’s academic community—
and even after the launch of Journal of Asian Regional Orders Studies
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(JAROS)—has been why Asia has been placed at the center of attention.
Today, Asia is not merely the focus of a limited academic community. It has
become, both in policymaking circles across different societies and within
academia, a symbol of transformation and an alternative pathway: a
transformation away from viewing the West as the sole embodiment of
progress, and an alternative pathway insofar as it demonstrates the possibility
of achieving progress and development through trajectories different from
those that the West necessarily followed.

Before the nineteenth century, the West and Europe had left relatively few
visible marks on the principal political and economic dynamics of the modern
world—or, at the very least, the full significance of their influence had not yet
become apparent. It was the East and Asia that served both as a source of ideas
and as the center of gravity of trade and capital (see Buzan and Lawson, 2024).
Although signs of Asia’s decline and Europe’s rise had begun to emerge
several centuries before the nineteenth century, Europe itself continued to
pursue progress during the nineteenth century by drawing upon Asia and the
non-Western world and combining those resources with its own innovation
and creativity. This progress, however, matured and reached its culmination
through colonialism. Statistical and empirical studies, including those
presented in works such as Barry Buzan and George Lawson’s The Global
Transformation and John M. Hobson’s The Eastern Origins of Western
Civilization, indicate that, until the nineteenth century, Asia had both
generated ideas and exercised considerable influence over the dynamics of the
global economy. Yet nineteenth-century developments—including
colonialism, the Industrial Revolutions, the emergence of new state-based
political arrangements, and the formation of new Western alliances—
coincided with structural fragmentation, civil wars, a decline in the production
of ideas, and the tightening grip of colonialism in Asia. Together, these
developments altered the global balance, symbolized by the decline of Asia
and the rise of the West.

This process reached maturity during the nineteenth century. In the
twentieth century, however, ideological distortions and the emergence of
economic and political crises generated renewed signs of Western decline,
most notably the two world wars in the first half of the century. This decline
did not become consolidated. The emergence of the United States in the
second half of the twentieth century, through ideological reconstruction and
the revival of the idea of progress by means of institution-building and
institutional development, contributed to the West’s assumption of a more
powerful role in the political, economic, and military spheres by the end of the
century. This time, North America occupied the center of the Western order,
with Europe positioned at its periphery. Nevertheless, the process of
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decolonization during the same century, together with Western Europe’s
experience of the devastation caused by the two catastrophic world wars,
reduced the West’s inclination toward classical colonialism while creating
new space and opportunities for societies and countries outside the Western
geographical sphere. The end of the Cold War provided the greatest impetus
for these emerging societies. Freed from colonial competition and,
subsequently, ideological rivalry, they began to ground their legitimacy not in
ideology but in effectiveness and pragmatism.

Their encounters with both Eastern and Western development models also
led them to recognize that they could identify and adapt the advantages of each
model within historically and locally grounded frameworks and move toward
new developmental trajectories. Whereas the Western modernization model
associated development with the withdrawal of the state from the economy,
and the socialist model located development in state centralization, many of
these societies moved beyond this dichotomy. Through a historical
compromise, they defined the state as an engine of development while
recognizing the market and private sector as drivers of growth and generators
of wealth and capital. The results of this pragmatism first became visible in
Japan, then in the economic advancement of the Asian Tigers, and
subsequently in China and India. Alongside economic development and
political pragmatism, the cultural systems of these societies also sought, in
various ways, to recover and reaffirm their identities. India drew upon a
combination of its colonial experience and indigenous authenticity; the
ASEAN countries revitalized Malay traditions within a framework of global
cooperation; and China, by reinvigorating nationalism and reviving elements
of the Confucian order, became a magnet for global capital and technology.
The outcome of these transformations was the rise of Asia—an Asia that,
drawing upon its own political, military, and cultural achievements, now seeks
to sustain its trajectory of growth and emergence by recognizing both the
advantages and shortcomings of the West’s linear experience. Rather than
pursuing revenge or revisionism, it emphasizes interaction, pluralism, and the
use of shared capacities and common interests across the world’s geographical
regions.

Why Journal of Asian Regional Orders Studies (JAROS)?

Beyond the fundamental considerations related to policymaking in Iran
outlined above, the initial motivation for establishing this journal arose from
the need to understand the causes, trajectories, consequences, and future
implications of Asia’s growing role in the international system. Moreover,
Asia’s rise has not occurred in the context of silence or passivity on the part
of the United States and the broader West. The new Indo-Pacific discourse, in
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contrast to the earlier Asia-Pacific framework, represents only one aspect of
broader American efforts to amplify divisions and highlight geopolitically
contentious fault lines in this strategically important region. Beyond these
dichotomies, the concept of a geopolitical Asia appears capable of opening a
different—and, at the same time, more illuminating—horizon for deeper
understanding and analysis.

Although the journal initially adopted the title lranian Journal of Asian
Studies, with the aim of representing an Iranian perspective on this intellectual
and policy discourse, administrative requirements subsequently led it to focus
on regional orders. Accordingly, the internal dynamics of Asia, in interaction
with national and global developments, now constitute the central focus of its
thematic and research agenda. From this perspective, Journal of Asian
Regional Orders Studies (JAROS) does not approach Asia merely as a
geographical space. Rather, it places the geopolitics of Asia at the center of its
research scope. To address the existing gap and avoid overlap with the fields
of West Asia and Central Asia studies, the journal focuses primarily on the
regional orders of South Asia—including the Indian subcontinent and
Afghanistan—Southeast Asia, particularly the ASEAN countries—and
Northeast Asia, including China, Japan, Taiwan, the Korean Peninsula, and
Mongolia. Oceania is also considered within this broader framework.
Naturally, the geopolitical interactions between these subregions and
countries or regions beyond the journal’s primary geographical scope may
likewise constitute a central subject of its studies and research.

In conclusion, I would like to extend a cordial invitation to all researchers,
faculty members, and graduate students to submit their valuable and
specialized research to this journal. I would also like to express my sincere
appreciation to Shiraz University; the university’s Vice President for
Research, particularly its Publications Office; the Faculty of Law and Political
Science; the distinguished members of the journal’s editorial board; and the
Department of Political Science. Undoubtedly, the continuation of scholarly
publication and the advancement of research in this specialized field depend
on the collective engagement, cooperation, and support of the relevant
academic community. I sincerely thank all researchers interested in this field
who have submitted their work for evaluation and publication in previous
issues. I hope that, through the efforts of other scholars working in this area,
the seeds of interest in Asian studies will take root and flourish more
vigorously than ever, encouraging a growing number of scholars to pursue
research and publish their work in this field and, in doing so, contribute to the
policymaking community’s efforts to advance Iran’s national interests.
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