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Abstract

Historical linguistic and archaeological evidence indicates the use of
two types of words in written works and oral manifestations of the
vernacular (orally transmitted) left over from the peoples of the
ancient world; the aforementioned words were specific to the world
of good and the world of evil, and existed in ancient and medieval
languages, and were also transmitted orally to the modern era. The
theory of the use of bipolar words for things related to Ahura Mazda
and Ahriman has long been a topic of discussion among linguists and
can be examined from various perspectives. Anthropology and
anthropology are among these approaches. In the present study, with
the aim of linking some bipolar wor-ds with religion and mythc?logy, Terminology

the study of examples related to animals, plants, and humans in the | pya1 Oppositions
Larestani dialect has been conducted. These words have been chosen | Human

throughout history for specific meanings based on the religious, | World

cultural, and social attitudes of the people. The use of these words has = Zoroastrian Religion
its roots in religious dualism and other issues and is less well known, = Larestani Dialect
The present study has examined these types of words in the Larestani

dialect using a combined field-documentary method of library type.

The findings of the research show that the selection of an appropriate

word for a specific signified in pre-Islamic cultures, especially

Zoroastrian, was influenced by several factors, including religion,

emotion and feeling, gender, slang, and the like, which can be

categorized into two domains: individual and collective. These words

are sometimes marked and sometimes unmarked; sometimes they are

used in correspondence and sometimes inconsistency.
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Introduction

Lexicology based on binary oppositions within the semantic domain is an approach that
examines actual lexical choices from among a set of expressions, seeking to identify the factors
influencing the selection of a specific word or phrase. Furthermore, this type of study
incorporates alongside a functional view of language concepts such as cross-linguistic and
intralingual variation, categorization and prototypes, cultural models, social meaning, and the
interplay between language, culture, and ideology. This field of study is capable of effectively
elucidating the "socio-cognitive dimensions" that influence the process of naming (Zandi &
Ahmadi, 1395: 99).

The present article examines proper nouns belonging to five categories within the Larestani
language, analyzing them through the lens of the community's accepted cultural perspective.
Specifically, the study investigates and analyzes terms drawn from the realms of flora, fauna,
human actions, body parts and facial features, as well as miscellaneous items that are situated
within the opposing poles of good and evil in this language, which is a member of the
Southwestern Middle Iranian language family.

Research Methodology, Background, and Objectives
The data for this study were collected through fieldwork specifically via observation and
interviews while the analysis employed a documentary research method. To this end, the
relevant data from the dialect in question were first gathered and categorized, followed by a
linguistic examination of the terms based on onomastic perspectives. The criterion for selecting
the names was the extent of their usage.

Regarding the reasons for the use of binary terminology in ancient Iranian languages, various
scholars have proposed different explanations: Frahchtenberg (1998) pointed to the
metaphorical use of language; Guntert (1914) cited the expression of loathing toward the
“daevas”; Gray (1927) followed by Burrow (1989) in a later study highlighted the dominance
over political enemies as well as religious and political factors.

Finally, setting aside the origins of these terms, Narten argues that an "Ahrimanic" act does
not merely denote an action performed by an Ahrimanic being, but also signifies an act imposed
upon such a being. Furthermore, in the book “History of the Persian Language” (1995),
Abolghasemi attributes the use of specific terms associated with the realm of good and the
realm of evil to the influence of religious dualism. However, no research has been conducted
regarding cross-linguistic archetypes in the Larestani language, making the present study novel
in its field.

Results and Discussion
By its very nature, human language serving as a tool for communication and the transmission
of ideas possesses, much like human action, a dual foundation of good and evil situated at
opposite poles. The existence of such opposition across lexical, propositional, and discursive
domains is not merely a reflection of the human mind’s structure operating at an unconscious,
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individual level; it can also constitute a collective process consciously employed by powerful
governing systems whether political or religious across various spheres of society, the
economy, and culture. This meaningful structure has endured thanks to the resistance of native
speakers in certain Iranian dialects, such as Larestani.

In Zoroastrianism the foundational and ancient religion of Iran despite the clear monotheism
centered on the worship of Ahura Mazda, there exists a distinct dualism between two opposing
forces: “Spenta Mainyu” and “Angra Mainyu”. This conceptual framework has profoundly
influenced linguistic functions and left its mark on surviving Iranian languages and dialects.
The most significant evidence of this is found in the Larestani language, particularly in patterns
relating to human actions and body parts, flora and fauna (animals and insects), as well as
certain kinship terms and their derivatives.

1-3 .Insects

In the folk culture of Larestan, there is a collective term for insects and small creatures: “Khasht-
0-Khusht”. Within this broad category, insects are referred to using the suffix “-ake” which
implies their insignificance or small size. In the Zoroastrian faith, stinging insects and certain
animals are classified as “khrafstras” (noxious creatures), and followers are enjoined to destroy
them.

3-2 Plants

Regarding plant-related vocabulary in the Larestani dialect, there are paired terms
distinguishing between edible and poisonous varieties; the term for the poisonous (or
"demonic") plant is formed by prefixing the name of a creature such as a snake, donkey, dog,
cow, or crow to the name of the edible plant. These plants possess a bitter taste and are
considered creations of the demon “Triz” in Pahlavi texts; it is said that he infuses plants with
poison.

3-3 .Humans and Categories

Vocabulary pertaining to humans including their actions, traits, and body parts encompasses
the largest lexical domain in the Larestani dialect, spanning both positive and negative poles.
Accordingly, all human actions, traits, and terms related to the human body are classified under
“Good Thoughts, Good Deeds, and Good Words,” while their opposites fall under “Ahrimanic”
(demonic) actions, thoughts, and words. In most instances, a mental process of conflation has
led the Mazdean mindset to operate in a binary fashion when selecting and naming various
categories. Beyond philosophical roots influenced by religious and ritualistic elements, lexical
negativization stems primarily from sensory-emotional and gender-based factors.
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Conclusion

In general, three major categories plant, animal, and human can be examined within the positive
and negative poles of the Larestani dialect. In this broad category, insects are designated with
suffixes such as “-ak”, “-k”, or “-ake” (or “-¢”’), which serve to denote their diminutive nature;
these creatures lack counterparts in the "beneficent" realm. Regarding plants, the dialect
features paired equivalents for edible and toxic varieties, wherein the "malevolent™ (Ahrimani)
counterpart is formed by adding a negative term to the name of the edible plant. Furthermore,
the vocabulary pertaining to humans including their actions, traits, and body parts constitutes
the largest lexical domain within the Larestani dialect across these two poles. While animal
terms lack such counterparts being inherently malevolent plant and human terms do possess
corresponding equivalents.

The use of “Ahrimanic” (demonic) names for the categories under study can be attributed to
the individual and societal attitudes of the region's inhabitants. In this context, the principle of
syncretism inherent in Zoroastrianism and its predecessors, which served as the official
religions of ancient Iran led the collective consciousness to perceive the various manifestations
associated with Ahriman as sharing his nature; consequently, specific terms were coined for
them, and vice versa. At times, this usage stems from sensory-emotional or gender-related
factors, falling within the realm of individual influences. Structurally, the bipolar equivalents
found in the Larestani dialect can be categorized into three types: “simple”, “compound”, and
“sentential”. The latter type is derived from animal behavior.
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