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Abstract

Due to rapid changes in the world, university curriculum documents are
constantly being revised. One phenomena that has been both facilitated and
occasionally abused in light of advancement of digital tools and technologies
is the quantity and quality of research outputs. It is accordingly imperative
that, in curriculum planning in general and writing curriculum documents,
due attention should be paid to clean research and its requirements. This
study aimed to investigate the extent to which curriculum documents revised
by the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology have addressed
research ethics into consideration. To end this, using basic content analysis
and thematic analysis, the research analyzed twelve curriculum documents
in the four disciplines of foreign languages of English, French, German, and
Russian at undergraduate and graduate levels and sought to provide the
reader with the amount of coverage of ethical research and its manifestations
in the data. The findings indicated that, although the issue of clean research
is comparatively covered in the curricula of the disciplines of English and
French language, albeit with quite an uneven distribution, it was excluded
from the curricula of graduate programs from which it is expected that they
train researchers. Finally, the findings are discussed with regard to the vital
role higher education plays in socializing individuals into societal values
such as ethics of research.
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Introduction

Written curricula are important educational
policy documents that determine how
pedagogical practices are to be unfolded in a
countrie’s higher education (HE) sector. Due
to rapid technological and scientific changes
in the contemporary world, these texts are
constantly being revised. Such revision takes
five years on average to complete. In Iran (as
well as elsewhere), beginning in the 1390s,
the HE policy-maker has prepared such
written documents and has demanded the
numerous universities across the country to
be involved in revising the above-mentioned
texts in accordance with the latest directions
academic disciplines are taking in a fast-
paced world.

Currently, almost every field of study
includes a course in research methodology
or related courses at the undergraduate level
are offered. Given the fact that the
development of recent technologies has led
to both use and abuse of their tools in
research, policy-makers and top-rank
curriculum-developers would do well to
include research ethics principles in the
different components of disciplinary
curricula in Iran’s HE. This study set out to
identify the degree to which such ethical
guidelines are incorporated into the
curriculum documents of the fields of
foreign language programs, namely English,
French, German, and Russian at all program
levels, and to show the nature of this
coverage.

Method

The data for this study consist of all the
written curriculum documents of the
academic disciplines of English, French,
German, and Russian at the B.A., M.A., and
Ph.D. levels (12 texts). The data, freely
available on the website of the Iranian
Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology (MSRT), were retrieved and
repeatedly read by the researcher.

This qualitative document analytic study
employed both content analysis (Drisko &
Maschi, 2016) and thematic analysis to
arrive at the representational patterns with
regard to how research ethics (if any) are

covered in the curricula. The research was
conducted in two phases: Firstly, all the
phrases and clauses in the said data set were
read and their textual manifestations were
captured in a spreadsheet (in terms of
number and frequency). Following that, a
thematic analysis (Clarke & Braun, 2017)
was carried out on the data to help reveal
how research ethics were conceived of by
the curricula texts and their producers.

Findings

The analysis of the data revealed that, unlike
the written curricula documents of the two
disciplines of English and French which
contained the most references to research
ethics, such referencing was very minimal in
the other fields, namely, German and
Russian. Also, it was found that, whereas the
discipline of English language teaching
contained most of its references to clean
research in the B.A.-level curriculum
document, the French discipline referred to
the issue in its doctoral curriculum text.
Another noteworthy finding was that there
were almost no ethics-specific textbooks in
the Sources section of all the curriculum

types.

Discussion and Conclusions
Giving sufficient coverage to research ethics
considerations at both undergraduate and
graduate program levels in Iran is equally
significant: The latter aims in its policy texts
to ‘train researchers’ in the disciplines of
foreign languages. Therefore, it should have
ample references to this important issue of
import to would-be researchers. As for the
former, it is a program in which students are
likely to be socialized first into the practice
of conducting research. If due coverage is
not given and sufficient attention is paid to
the ethical guidelines at this level, there is a
risk that researcher will be trained who, at
best, might not be familiar with the
principles of conducting ethical research
and, at worst, some unscrupulous
investigators may enter academic research
positions (e.g., universities or R&D
divisions) who are inattentive to the issue.
The Iranian policy-maker would do well
to revise the HE written curriculum texts
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with an eye toward including more ethics-
related objectives and sources in them.
Future studies could investigate the
perceptions of various HE stakeholders (e.g.,
faculty, students, and administrators) to
identify dominant views on the issue is. Less
self-report tools such as observational field
note analysis could also be done to arrive at
more in-depth findings.
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. Null curriculum

. Training

. Soft science

. Hard science

. Focus groups

. Narrative template
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