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Abstract

In the wisdom 470 of Nahj al-Balaghah, a question about Tawhid was posed to Imam Ali (peace be upon
him); the Imam, in a brief and profound answer, establishes a connection between “Tawhid” and “Not
conceiving God through Wahm.” This present research, using an analytical-descriptive method and relying
on the foundations of transcendent wisdom, aims to investigate this concise and profound statement. The
findings of the research indicate that this hadith guides toward tawhid through five layers of interpretation:
first, through the negation of the object of wahm; second, through the negation of any kind of wahmi
perception; third, through the absolute negation of acquired knowledge (al-‘ilm al-husiili); fourth, through
the absolute negation of perception altogether (both acquired and presential); and fifth, after the impasse
of any knowledge through other-than-God, through the knowledge of God by God. In light of this five-
layered interpretation, the research arrives at the conclusion that attaining 'tawhid' is the result of an
intensifying and evolutionary process that possesses numerous degrees and levels. Ultimately, this writing
not only emphasizes the unparalleled capacity of transcendent wisdom in deeply elucidating the teachings
of the Ahl al-Bayt, but also vividly illustrates the harmony between rational foundations and revelatory
teachings.
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Introduction and Problem Statement
The present study examines one of the shortest yet most profound statements of Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) in Nah;j al-Balaghah. In Hikmat 470, elucidating the meaning of tawhid (divine unity), the
Imam states: "4s 55 ¥ () 2s 51" (Divine Unity is that you do not subject Him to wahm). In this statement,
without enumerating affirmative attributes or presenting complex rational proofs, tawhid is defined
through a negative act: "not bringing God within the grasp of wahm." The central research question
arises precisely at this point: Why does Imam Ali regard "not subjecting God to wahm" as identical with
tawhid itself, establishing an identity between the two? Put differently, how does the "negation of wahm"
lead to the realization of tawhid?
The necessity of this research becomes evident from several perspectives:

First, from a religious and doctrinal standpoint: the correct understanding of tawhid—the axis of all
Islamic teachings—is a matter of importance. Second, with regard to the interpretation and explication
of the teachings of the Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him): a close scrutiny of this concise
aphorism and the exposition of its epistemic layers will be regarded as a valuable instance of Nahj al-
Balaghah scholarship. Third, from a philosophical perspective: the explication of this brief yet profound
hadith by means of a deep philosophical system such as transcendent Theosophy, constitutes a step
towards demonstrating the capacities of this philosophical school and displaying the nexus and harmony
between reason (‘aql) and revelation (naql).

Methodology
The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing upon the principles of transcendent
Theosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah) to analyze this hadith.

Discussion
On the Conceptual Clarification of Tawhid and Wahm: It must be noted that both the literal and
technical meanings of tawhid convey a single core idea. in a word, tawhid means: "declaring God to be
one."

wahm is employed in five senses:

1. Meaning "error," "conjecture," or "incorrect cognition";

2. In contrast to zann (preponderant belief), meaning "the less probable belief";

3. A faculty among the faculties of the soul that perceives particular meanings, such as a child's
perception of maternal affection;

4. The perceiving particular meanings;

5. It is also applied to inward perception in general (whether the perception belongs to the faculty of
reason, which perceives abstract universal meanings, or to the faculty of wahm, which perceives
particular and sensible meanings). The fifth meaning is prevalent in usage and appears in numerous
traditions with this very sense.

In confirmation of the fifth meaning, Mulla Sadra states that the faculty of wahm is none other than
"reason in its descended mode", and wahmi perception is a kind of weakened rational perception.

Having clarified the conceptualization of the terms of the hadith, the nexus between tawhid and the
"negation of subjecting God to wahm" must now be examined and analyzed. The result of the analysis
of the hadith unfolds across five semantic levels, an analysis that commences from the most elementary
layer and gradually ascends in meaning.

Conclusion
The Result of the Philosophical Analysis of the Hadith:

1. At the first level, the conventional meaning—namely, "the negation of the object of wahm"—is
considered. According to this interpretation, tawhid is understood as the purification of the mind from
corporeal images and the declaration of God's transcendence beyond all similitude (tanzih).

2. At the second level, it was shown that the purport of the hadith is "the negation of wahmi
perception altogether," irrespective of its object. Given that the nature of wahmi perception as a mode
of perception confined to "particular non-sensible meanings," it becomes clear that the wholly
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immaterial and indeterminate divine realm cannot be the object of such particularizing perception.
Tawhid in this sense signifies the negation of any particularizing conception of God Almighty.

3. At the third level, it becomes evident that, based on Sadrian philosophical principles, the negation
of wahm—as the most salient instance of perception by way of form—is in fact a prelude to the negation
of all acquired knowledge (al-‘ilm al-husiili). The essential nature of acquired knowledge—whether
sensory, imaginal, wahmi, or rational—relies on constructing a limited mental form (siirat) and concept
(mathtm). However, due to several philosophical reasons, the divine essence remains entirely
unknowable through the intermediation of such forms. Consequently, any attempt to attain mediated
knowledge of God results in an impasse. This level introduces tawhid as a methodological revolution,
one that necessitates the suspension of the entire apparatus of conceptual cognition in confronting the
divine realm.

4. The analysis of the hadith advances further at the fourth level, showing that not only mediated
knowledge but all perception whatsoever—whether acquired (husiilt) or presential (hudiirt)—finds no
path to the divine realm, and that tawhid is in no way attainable through anything other than God.

5. The final answer is furnished at the fifth level: "The knowledge of God is only through God." This
solution itself is articulated in two degrees: first, the innate and simple knowledge of God through the
existential nexus (rabt wujtdi), based on the principle that all existents are identical with dependence
and poverty (faqr) towards Pure Existence. Second, knowledge at the station of annihilation (fana’),
meaning the dissolution of selfhood and the total turning of the wayfarer towards the Real.

Along this path, and in order to dispel the charge of ta‘til (the denial of all knowledge of God), the
place of theoretical arguments has been specified. These proofs, though they have no access to the divine
essence, are nonetheless conducive to knowledge of the "existence" of the Real; their function is
confined to the cognition of the traces, signs, and concomitants of the existence of the Real, and they
remain valuable as a groundwork for practical sultk.

Ultimately, this study not only confirms the unparalleled capacity of transcendent theosophy in the
profound explication of the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and underscores the
correspondence and harmony between reason (‘aql) and revelation (naql), but also arrives at the finding
that the attainment of tawhid is the result of an intensifying and evolutionary process—one that begins
through acquired knowledge, develops with the wayfarer's growth into presential knowledge, and
culminates finally at the station of annihilation (fana’). Thus, in Sadrian philosophy, tawhid is a graded
reality (haqiqat tashkik), possessing numerous degrees, levels, and stations.
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