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Abstract

; The present study was conducted with the aim of analyzing the nature of the

curriculum of Farhangian University, focusing on the null approach in the field
of elementary education. This study utilized the combination of

i phenomenological method with inferential analysis. The field of research

included professors and student teachers of Farhangian University in the

: academic year 2023-2024, and 1v of them were interviewed through purposive

- sampling of index type. The researcher's self-assessment method and cross-case
- analysis were used for the validity of the research data and the continuous and
. systematic comparison method was used in recording and writing the data to
; determine the reliability of the data. The findings of the research show concepts
i such as curriculum quality, academic culture, professors' ability, students'
i understanding, evaluation system and educational approach, which have an

impact on teacher knowledge (educational knowledge, content knowledge,

. i content-educational knowledge) and show different dimensions of the
Null approach, Curriculum, :

University, -
Teacher knowledge, Content . g > h a g
I the extent of its different dimensions and the factors that cause its development

curriculum. The results show that the null approach in the curriculum of
Farhangian University should be continuously investigated in order to identify

in the educational structure. Also, the impact of the null curriculum on

i theoretical and practical activities in the curriculum content of Farhangian

University has been evaluated in order to design appropriate learning activities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Curriculum is a deeply unique and dynamic
phenomenon that is strongly influenced by
environmental and personal factors that
shape its design and implementation.
Curriculum should be planned in terms of
concept and content to reflect the
spatiotemporal context of the learner for
whom it is designed and to reflect the goals
and needs of the wider society. The concept
of curriculum can be understood as a
communicative link between the educator
and the learner, organized in such a way as
to achieve the goals set by the teacher, the
educational institution or the curriculum
designers. The concept of curriculum plays a
significant role in defining a null curriculum
and its relevance to this type of curriculum
can only be identified in relation to what is
educationally significant. A null curriculum
provides useful reference and insight for
curriculum reform and has new dimensions
such as values, attitudes, pleasures and
feelings that include a spiritual or emotional
dimension as opposed to a cognitive
dimension. When discussing the null
curriculum, questions such as what is not
considered knowledge, What is not
legitimately present in the curriculum, What
is intentionally absent and why are raised.
The null curriculum reminds program
planners to question what is being ignored.
For example, what forms of knowledge are
being omitted and what is their significance?
What is the potential outcome of a null
curriculum?  Because decisions about
inclusion and exclusion are among the most
critical decisions that program planners can
make. In other words, the concept of the null
curriculum represents a critical curriculum
analysis of what is missing, omitted, or
ignored in the way the curriculum is
conceptualized, created, and implemented.

Methods

In this study, interpretive phenomenology
method along with inferential analysis was
used to identify the components that play a
role in the formation of the null curriculum
in order to determine the dimensions of this

curriculum and its impact on teacher
knowledge. The participants were professors
and  student-teachers of  Farhangian
University of East Azerbaijan Province in
the academic year 2023-2024, of which 17
people (including 7 university professors
and 10 student-teachers) were selected using
a purposive criterion sampling method of the
index type (educational sciences field) and
data collection continued until saturation.
Semi-structured interviews were used to
collect information. The interview process
of professors and student-teachers was
individually and in focuse groups, so that
people first expressed their opinions
individually based on the type of
experiences gained from the educational
environment and their perception of the
educational events, and then, in groups of 3
to 6 people and by collective agreement,
they explained the conditions and factors
that could lead to the creation of unnecessary
educational goals. Next, the relationship
between the factors that create the null
curriculum in the curriculum content of the
primary education field with the seven
dimensions of this curriculum and its role in
weakening teacher knowledge (educational
knowledge, content knowledge, and content-
educational knowledge) was examined and
analyzed. To ensure the accuracy and
validity of the findings, techniques such as
long-term analyses were used. In other
words, for the reliability of the data, research
audit methods such as researcher self-review
and cross-case analyses were used. To
ensure the reliability of the findings, a
constant comparative method was used in
recording and writing the data.

Results

A study of the main indicators of the null
curriculum in the field of elementary
education in Farhangian University indicates
that the six factors of curriculum quality,
academic culture, faculty competence,
student  comprehensibility,  evaluation
system, and educational approach, according
to their inherent nature, affect the learning
process of the courses offered from different
dimensions. In fact, the curricula in the
educational  structure of  Farhangian
University receive different conditions from
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these factors, and their level of attention,
realization, and centrality are affected at
different levels, official, executive,
experimental, etc. The scope of these factors
may be adjusted according to the educational
policies and policy-making of university
planners in changing conditions, and their
permeability may be effective in the
intensity and reduction of the volume of the
null curriculum. null curriculum indicators
have led to the formation of all dimensions
of this type of curriculum in the process of
implementing courses at Farhangian
University in the field of elementary
education and have created fundamental
challenges for student-teachers to achieve
authentic teacher knowledge. On the other
hand, the analysis of each of the indicators
shows that the curriculum quality
component covers more dimensions of the
null curriculum, and the components of
teacher competence and student
comprehensibility, while only including two
dimensions of the null curriculum, form the
same nature of this type of curriculum in the
implementation of the content. In the
components of academic culture and the
evaluation system, the three dimensions of
the null curriculum can be seen, which
indicates their often common concerns in the
current conditions of the cultural and
scientific  atmosphere of  Farhangian
University. The educational approach
component also includes the three
dimensions of the null curriculum as a tool
and platform for developing the curriculum
concepts. Also, the review and analysis of
the revised curriculum of the undergraduate
course in elementary education shows that
pedagogical knowledge and specialized
knowledge (including content knowledge
and content-pedagogical knowledge) are
considered as two important components in
developing the professional competencies of
student-teachers in the teacher education
process. On the other hand, the volume or
scope of influence of the null curriculum
affects the curriculum levels depending on
the nature or characteristics of the various
curriculum factors. In fact, what can be
considered is the formation of platforms that
lead to the strengthening and continuous
presence of the null curriculum in the

educational  structure of  Farhangian
University and marginalize the design and
development of curricula and activities. As a
result, the decision-making power to remove
obstacles and flourish the curriculum content
and its goals is limited, because the ability of
the curriculum realization factors has lost the
ability to recognize the main concepts and
enrich them. In other words, the null
curriculum can be present in the context of
the curriculum system due to the lack of
attention to the sources that shape or develop
the curriculum goals and show new and
different dimensions in different situations.
On the other hand, apart from the apparent
hierarchical relationship that exists between
the levels of the null curriculum, each of
these levels intensifies the quality and nature
of the programs' acceleration in falling into
the trap of the null concept.

Conclusion

In line with the null approach in the
curriculum of Farhangian University, what
has been obtained from the results of the
research findings can be examined and
explained within the framework of the
following factors:

1) The explanation of the six indicators in
the formation of the null curriculum shows
that the network connection between these
factors is the effective stimulus in the
continuation of these interactions. In other
words, these factors are considered as the
underlying and superstructure structures that
constitute the null curriculum, and
controlling and monitoring the improvement
of each of them requires determining the
level of desirability and trying to realize it in
order to reduce or eliminate the null
approach in the curriculum.

2) Paying attention to the dimensions of the
null curriculum in this research shows that
this program overshadows a wide range of
curriculum content in different educational
conditions. The circle of influence of the null
curriculum,  considering its  multiple
dimensions, is due to the weakness of
various factors that have led to a deadlock in
the achievement of the curriculum goals. In
fact, these dimensions are in a
transparent/non-transparent state, which has
caused the stakeholders of the curriculum to
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react to resolving these issues from a
transparent and obvious aspect.

3) Paying attention to the capacity of teacher
knowledge and its influence by the null
approach indicates that this knowledge has
different influence in the development of the
teaching profession in its different aspects.
In other words, the types of teacher
knowledge (educational, content, content-
educational) at Farhangian University are
less influenced by this curriculum in the
theoretical dimension, but the realization of
the practical goals of the curriculum content
of the primary education field is
overshadowed by the factors or indicators of
the null curriculum.

In general, confronting the phenomenon
of the null curriculum and preventing its
widespread expansion in eliminating types
of teacher knowledge requires defining the
scientific and cognitive nature of knowledge
and explaining why they exist in the role of
teachers. It should be said that the null
phenomenon in the curriculum is a dynamic
and fluid variable that can take on a different
nature in different educational situations. the
non-uniformity of the null curriculum and
the different aspects of practice in the subject
areas must be treated with special sensitivity
to the recognition and sphere of influence of
the null approach and the role of various
factors in shaping it must be studied and
examined. Therefore, the mentality of facing
this  educational challenge  requires
continuous observation of the layers and
levels that create the null approach and
revealing the hidden aspects that have been
marginalized from the perspective of
educational authorities.
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