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Abstract

This research conducts a systematic reconstruction and critical analysis of Allameh Tabatabai's definition
of a miracle, based on his primary work, I'jaz az Nazar-i 'Aql va Qur'an. A review of the existing literature
reveals that most studies have relied on secondary sources and lack a coherent analytical framework for
representing the internal logic of Allameh's thought, thus necessitating a direct examination of this
foundational text. The central problem is to evaluate the comprehensiveness and exclusiveness of this
definition, focusing on the two core components of "khariq-i 'adat" (breaking of natural custom) and
"tahaddi" (challenge), which is investigated through thematic content analysis. The findings indicate that
Allameh Tabatabai explains the ""breaking of natural custom' not in opposition to the principle of causality,
but within the framework of divine will as the absolute cause that supersedes material causes. However, this
explanation lacks empirical criteria to distinguish a miracle from unknown natural phenomena. The
component of "tahaddi" is presented as a necessary condition and a distinguishing feature, yet this
stipulation compromises the definition's comprehensiveness by excluding some miracles from its scope.
Moreover, the absence of objective criteria for judgment renders it an unfalsifiable, faith-based proposition.
Overall, although 'Allamah Tabataba’i’s approach possesses internal consistency from a theological
perspective, the proposed definition lacks the necessary methodological inclusiveness and exclusiveness.
Ultimately, the study suggests that to overcome this challenge, the conception of tahaddi (challenge) must
be conceptually expanded and elevated from a mere linguistic contest to an ‘epistemological contrast
between the Creator’s infinite knowledge and the creature’s finite capability.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

A precise and comprehensive definition of miracle enables its differentiation from extraordinary
phenomena, random events, and other similar claims. Among various definitions, the two components
of "tahaddi" (challenge) and "kharq al-‘adah" (the breaking of habitual norms) have constituted the
central axis of discussions. Regarding the component of "kharq al-‘adah" and its place in the definition
of miracle, there are differences among Muslim scholars. Some have omitted "kharq al-‘adah" from the
definition of miracle altogether. In contrast, those who emphasize the principle of causality and the
system of causation are themselves divided into two groups. The first group, while accepting the causal
system, affirms "kharq al-‘adah" and considers it a sign of divine intervention in the causal order of the
world. The second group, while adhering to the principle of causality, deems "kharq al-‘adah”
incompatible with the causal system and employs terms such as "naqd al-‘adah" (the violation of habit)
in their definitions.

‘Allamah Tabataba’1, emphasizing the necessity of both" tahaddi" and "kharq al-‘adah" for the
occurrence of a miracle, has elucidated this subject in his works, particularly in the book I'jaz az Nazar-
i ‘Aql va Qur’an" (Miracle from the Perspective of Reason and the Qur’an). He regards the nature of
miracle as a rational matter that can only be proven through demonstration (burhan). Although ‘Allamah
stresses the essential connection between kharq al-‘adah and tahaddi in the realization of a miracle, how
the criteria of comprehensiveness and exclusivity (jami ‘iyyat wa mani ‘iyyat) are to be ascertained within
this definition, as well as the precise logical distinction between a miracle and other extraordinary
phenomena, still requires evaluation. Accordingly, the central questions of this research are:

1. To what extent is the definition of miracle in the book 1‘jaz az Nazar-i ‘Aql va Qur’an logically
comprehensive and exclusive?

2. How is the component of tahaddi (challenge) explained in this work?

3. What place does the component of kharq al-‘adah (the breaking of habitual norms) occupy within
the theoretical framework of this work, and how is it analyzed?

Methodology

This study employs the method of "content analysis" to achieve precise answers to the research
questions. Accordingly, data are systematically coded and categorized to facilitate their quantitative
analysis. Content analysis is a method for accessing the characteristics of a message, the perspectives
and ideas of the sender, as well as examining its effects. Laurence Bardin introduces this method as an
objective, systematic, and quantitative research technique for interpreting content, the basis of which is
the placement of textual components into predetermined categories. Among the various techniques
within content analysis, the "thematic content analysis" technique was identified as the most suitable for
this study. This technique is grounded in identifying relevant semantic cores within the text, the
frequency of which indicates the intellectual and theoretical implications of the text.

Discussion

Based on the data obtained from the content analysis method, it must be stated that ‘Allamah Tabataba’
in the Book "I'jaz az Nazar-i ‘Aql va Qur’an" addresses both the "definition of miracle" and the
"signification of miracle." However, due to the limitations of this study, only the category of the
"definition of miracle" is examined in this article. ‘Allamah writes in his book: "A miracle, or the verse
of a miracle, as is evident from its wording, is an extraordinary affair that comes about for the purpose
of establishing truth and in conjunction with a challenge (tahaddi)." In this definition, he presents kharq
al-‘adah (the breaking of habitual norms) and tahaddt (challenge) as the constitutive elements of the
concept of miracle.

Accordingly, the core concepts of this research—namely tahaddi, kharq al-‘adah, "establishing the
veracity of the claimant of prophethood," and "signification of the existence of God"—were first
extracted from the text of the book. The data indicate that ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s emphasis and focus in
this work are significantly directed toward the explanation of kharq al-‘adah, with the frequency of



Representation of the Definition of Miracle from the Perspective of ... 79

addressing the component of tahaddi being of secondary importance. This distribution of frequency
suggests that ‘Allamah’s primary concern in this book is less focused on the defensive mechanism of
the miracle and more concentrated on establishing its possibility of occurrence and its causal nature.

The most frequent theme in the book is "kharq al-‘adah". Tabataba'1 initially raises questions
concerning the rational and religious possibility of the breaking of habitual norms, the exceptionality of
the law of causality, and its relation to the concept of miracle. He then, while explaining this from the
perspective of reason, reinforces his arguments by drawing upon Qur’anic verses. He further regards the
law of causality as an inviolable principle within the system of existence, governing all phenomena,
both ordinary and extraordinary. He emphasizes that no event occurs without a cause, and the difference
between extraordinary and ordinary matters lies in the type of their causes, not in the principle of
causality itself. To support this view, he cites verses such as "Allah has set for everything a measure"
and "There is not a thing but with Us are its treasures, and We do not send it down except in a known
measure". In his view, these verses indicate that every phenomenon possesses its own limit, measure,
and specific cause, and that the concept of "gadr" (measure) in the Qur’an represents an inner, calculated
order within which even extraordinary occurrences can be analyzed, even if their causes are not material.
Refuting the notion that a miracle entails a violation of the law of causality is also among ‘Allamah’s
perspectives; he considers a miracle to be a type of extraordinary occurrence that is distinguished from
other extraordinary phenomena by its particular characteristics. He also regards the law of causality as
innate (fitrT) to human beings.

‘Allamah does not address the subject of tahaddi in detail. Nevertheless, the most important positions
and claims he advances concerning "tahaddt" include: that a miracle is accompanied by a challenge; that
the Qur’an issues a challenge in establishing its own veracity and that no one has been able to produce
a rival to the Qur’an.

Conclusion
Allamah does not regard "kharq al-‘adah" (the breaking of habitual norms) as being in conflict with the
principle of causality; rather, he explains it on the basis of the realization of divine will as the "absolute
cause" (illat-i mutlaq), which is superior to material causes. This explanation is defensible within the
framework of philosophical principles. However, the absence of objective criteria for precisely
distinguishing between divine extraordinary acts and unknown natural phenomena renders the practical
application of this component ambiguous.

Furthermore, ‘Allamah considers "tahaddi" (challenge) to be a necessary condition for a miracle. Yet
this stipulation both restricts the miracle to specific cases and leaves the issue of “tahaddir” without
objective and universally applicable criteria for judgment. To overcome these challenges, it is necessary
to transcend the conception of “tahaddi” as a merely "linguistic contest” and reinterpret it as an
"epistemic confrontation between the infinite knowledge of the Creator and the limited capacity of the
creature."
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