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Abstract

The aim of this study was to design a curriculum literacy model for
elementary school teachers based on grounded theory. The research
employed a qualitative, grounded theory approach. The study population
consisted of all elementary school teachers in Omidieh County during the
1401-1402 academic year. Using theoretical sampling, a sample of 15
participants was selected based on theoretical saturation. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews. Data analysis was conducted through
open, axial, and selective coding procedures in accordance with the grounded
theory method, using MAXQDA software (version 2020). The findings
included causal conditions (systemic infrastructure, teaching, and human and
academic qualifications); contextual conditions (technical conditions and
educational dynamics, teachers’ professional conditions, learners’ learning
conditions, school staff conditions, community financial conditions, and
comprehensive parental support); intervening conditions (a closed
educational environment, lack of parental understanding, learner passivity,
weak financial and educational infrastructure, and comprehensive teacher-
related problems); strategies (application of innovative educational methods,
thinking-centered education, etc.); consequences (changes in the role of
learning and learners, improvement of scientific education, etc.); and the core
phenomenon (the ability to formulate a path, assess needs, and implement),
which can serve as a model to form the basis of curriculum planning literacy
for elementary school teachers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Undoubtedly, in the formal education
system of any country, primary school is one
of the most fundamental and important
educational levels. The success of an
educational system largely depends on the
performance of teachers. Curriculum
planning literacy is part of pedagogical
literacy, as teachers are directly engaged
with the curriculum through the act of
teaching. Teachers, as the frontline agents of
education, play a crucial role in the design
and implementation of  educational
processes within the system. In this study,
curriculum planning literacy refers to
awareness of the components that define and
underpin curriculum planning, such as
educational needs assessment, educational
objectives, curriculum concepts, teaching
methods, and  evaluation  methods.
Curriculum  planning literacy enables
teachers to improve instruction and support
students in achieving a better understanding
of educational concepts. It is an essential
skill for enhancing the quality of teaching
and learning in schools and educational
institutions. This competency includes the
ability to plan and develop a coherent
curriculum aligned with educational content,
effective teaching methods, and student
performance evaluation. Teachers’
curriculum planning literacy contributes to
the creation of an appropriate educational
environment that provides students with
optimal learning opportunities. Teachers’
familiarity with the foundations of
curriculum planning literacy and the
fundamental principles of learning, in order
to enhance their instructional literacy and
teaching skills and to improve their
professional performance and effectiveness,
constitutes a key priority in education.
Therefore, an effective education system
particularly at the elementary level, requires
teachers who possess curriculum planning
literacy. The results of this study can inform
educational authorities and practitioners
about the extent to which teachers are
familiar with the principles and concepts of
curriculum  planning.  Designing a
curriculum planning literacy model for

elementary teachers can assist in addressing
potential gaps by guiding necessary
decisions and measures to enhance teachers’
understanding of curriculum planning
principles and concepts. The purpose of the
present study was to design a curriculum
planning literacy model for elementary
teachers based on grounded theory.

Research Questions

1. What is the curriculum planning literacy
model of elementary school teachers?

2. What is the explanation and interpretation
of curriculum planning literacy by
elementary school teachers?

3. What are the causal conditions that affect
the creation of curriculum planning literacy
by elementary school teachers?

4. What are the background conditions and
appropriate context for creating curriculum
planning literacy by elementary school
teachers?

5. What are the interfering conditions and
obstacles to creating curriculum planning
literacy by elementary school teachers?

6. What are the effective solutions and
strategies in creating curriculum planning
literacy by elementary school teachers?

7. What are the consequences and
achievements of having curriculum planning
literacy for elementary school teachers?

Methods

In the present study, a qualitative research
method based on grounded theory was
employed. The study population included all
primary school teachers in Omidiyeh
County, Khuzestan Province, during the
1401-1402 academic year. Using purposive
sampling in accordance with grounded
theory, teachers who held master’s or
doctoral degrees in curriculum planning, had
between 10 and 15 years of experience in
school planning, and had been recognized or
selected in festivals of exemplary teaching
models  were  purposefully  selected.
Sampling  continued until  theoretical
saturation was achieved, resulting in a final
sample of 15 teachers, including 8 females
and 7 males. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews. Each interview
lasted approximately 60 minutes, and the
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interview process continued over a two-
month period. To ensure the validity of the
research, member checking was employed.
In addition, after each interview was
conducted, transcribed, and analyzed, it was
reviewed to examine its value. The interview
transcript was then sent to the respective
teacher to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of the comments, allowing the
transcript to be reviewed and, where
necessary, completed. Scott’s test was used
to verify the reliability of the coding process,
as it indicates the level of agreement
between different coders. Data analysis was
conducted using the grounded theory coding
procedures of Strauss and Corbin (1998),
including open, axial, and selective coding
(Farastkhah, 2016), with the assistance of
MAXQDA software (version 2020).

Results

The findings included primary conditions
(systemic infrastructure, teaching, human
and academic competencies); contextual
conditions  (technical conditions and
educational dynamics, teachers’
professional conditions, learners’ learning
conditions, school staff conditions,
community financial conditions, and
comprehensive parental support);
intervening conditions (a closed educational
environment, lack of parental understanding,
learners’ passivity, weak financial and
educational infrastructure, and
comprehensive teacher-related problems);
strategies  (application of innovative
teaching  methods,  thinking-centered
education, online and distance education,
mutual learning  from  colleagues,
improvement of teachers’ educational
planning, use of learning resources,
development of teaching aids, design of
educational programs, appropriate
interaction with students, enhancement of
teachers’ academic level, improvement of
interaction with parents, allocation of
budgets and financial resources, systematic
assessment of teacher performance,
recognition of teachers’ status, creation of a
superior educational environment,
promotion of teachers’ emotional maturity,
promotion of ethics, delegation
management, clarification of the role of

teacher culture, and monitoring of teacher
recruitment); consequences (changes in the
role of learning and the learner, promotion of
scientific  education, improvement of
teachers’ attitudes, and enhancement of
teachers’ quality of life); and the main
phenomenon (ability to formulate a path,
ability to assess needs, and ability to
implement). These findings can be used as a
model to serve as the basis for curriculum
planning literacy among elementary school
teachers.

Discussion

In interpreting the contextual, intervening,
and causal conditions and their impact on
elementary school teachers’ curriculum
planning literacy, it can be stated that for
teachers to succeed in this field, all relevant
conditions and facilities must be available.
When these conditions are met, the
implementation  strategies aimed  at
enhancing teachers’ curriculum planning
literacy can be expected to be effective.
Therefore, this issue should not be
approached from a one-dimensional
perspective; rather, both macro- and micro-
level conditions must be considered, as
indicated by the results of this study. When
all these conditions function as a dynamic
system, they will lead to positive and
comprehensive outcomes for teachers and
for the educational system of Omidiyeh
County and the country as a whole.
Accordingly, the present study proposes that
the suggested model represents an effective
step toward improving elementary school
teachers’ curriculum planning literacy and
addresses aspects that have been neglected
in the current program. By comparing the
teaching of curriculum planning literacy
with the current situation in schools, it is
expected that new dimensions of the
conditions will be identified, the current
model will be refined, and existing
shortcomings will be addressed. Given the
special  importance  of  educational
innovation as a key component of
curriculum planning literacy for elementary
school teachers, this model is considered a
new step in the development of curriculum
studies.
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