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Highlights

- Ethnographic analysis of Khajeh-Abed neighborhood reveals that resident satisfaction stems from the synergy of spatial, perceptual,
and functional dimensions.

- Perceptual factors such as sensory richness and place attachment play a crucial role in spatial attraction and social resilience.

- Balancing heritage preservation and urban development serves as the core strategy for integrating historical assets with modern city
growth.

- Social behaviors and traditional rituals act as positive feedback mechanisms, reinforcing cultural identity and local social capital.

- Asset-based, multi-dimensional strategies provide an effective model for memory-oriented, participatory urban regeneration in
historic contexts.

Id neighborhoods situated within historical contexts serve as manifestations of Received 17/12/2025
neighborhood social structures and their profound impacts on the behavioral, perceptual, Revised 10/02/2026
and functional patterns of residents in neighborhood centers. Dissatisfaction with the urban Accepted 23/02/2026

environment stems from a mismatch between behavioral needs and the triple characteristics Available Online  21/06/2026
of space: physical, perceptual, and functional. This research aims to identify factors influencing
the satisfaction of residents in the Sangtarashan neighborhood and to promote this vital
element, so that the valuable assets present in historical fabrics can be linked, as enduring
and authentic models, with the principled development of new cities. The main objectives

Physical
of the study include identifying the triple criteria (physical, perceptual, and functional) in the Pe:ceptual
Khajeh Abed Passage, discovering the causes of residents’ dissatisfaction based on current Functional
behavioral patterns, and proposing effective factors for enhancing resident satisfaction in Behavioral

this neighborhood center. The methodology of this study is qualitative, based on analytical- Khajeh Abed Passage

field ethnography with an interpretive approach. Data collection was conducted through | s, ,otarashan Neighborhood
field techniques, including participant observation, photography, non-intrusive videography, | contextual Assets
unstructured interviews, and note-taking, after which the data were evaluated through
content analysis. The findings emphasize the necessity of attending to the broad and diverse
dimensions of existing structures in historical cities, going beyond conventional approaches
that are often limited to purely physical aspects. This research ultimately leads to asset-based
strategies aimed at creating a platform for integrating the new urban development system
with the assets present in historical contexts. These assets, in addition to physical aspects,
also include perceptual and functional dimensions, which appear essential for preserving and
enhancing the historical and cultural identity of cities.
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ntroduction: Humans possess unique psychological, physical, cultural, personality-related, and social
Icharacteristics. Despite these distinctions, they are, much like a liquid taking the shape of its container,
profoundly influenced by their living environment. The environment can be perceived as a vessel
whose inherent assets continuously shape human behavior, emotions, and performance within it. This
understanding has made the study of human—environment interactions an applied and critically important
field. Employing this knowledge enables designers to anticipate future behavioral patterns of users within
newly designed environments (Shahcheraghi & Bandar Abadi, 2023).
The neighborhood, regarded as a fundamental component of the urban fabric (Moztarzadeh & Hojjat, 2012,
p. 72) and, from another perspective, as the principal unit of spatial organization in urban design (Abdollahi
etal., 2010, p. 90), represents the smallest urban entity through which participatory management and
sustainable urban governance can be realized.
Urban planning and architectural studies have consistently emphasized the dialectical relationship between
the human element and the physical context. In this regard, residents’ satisfaction—as the primary indicator
of livability—is defined as a function of how well the surrounding environment corresponds to users’
behavioral and perceptual needs. This research is founded on the premise that environmental effects across
three distinct but synergistic dimensions physical, perceptual, and functional directly influence patterns of
interaction and behavior in public spaces.
Within historical fabrics, particularly in identity-bearing axes such as Khajeh Abed Passage located in the
Sangtarashan Neighborhood of Isfahan, the emergence of disharmony among these three dimensions has
led to spatial inefficiency and the erosion of the neighborhood’s social capital. This mismatch constitutes
a critical factor in declining quality of life and increasing dissatisfaction among residents, particularly
vulnerable groups such as children and the elderly.
The necessity of conducting research on historical urban fabrics arises from the need for a comprehensive
approach that simultaneously analyzes community-oriented behavioral patterns across the physical,
perceptual, and functional dimensions within the core of a neighborhood. Understanding these
components empowers planners to design evidence-based interventions grounded in contextual assets.
Such interventions are intended not merely to enhance the physical environment but also to increase
residents’ satisfaction and strengthen their sense of place attachment.
This study seeks to address a fundamental question: What mechanisms and factors within the physical,
perceptual, and functional dimensions of Khajeh Abed Passage influence behavioral patterns and the level of
satisfaction among inhabitants of this historic setting? Subsidiary objectives correspondingly aim to identify
these causes with precision and to propose practical strategies for improving the existing conditions.

aterials and Methods: The present study was conducted with an applied goal and a qualitative
Mapproach, employing an analytical field ethnography method within an interpretive paradigm. The
statistical population consisted of the residents and users of Khajeh Abed Passage in the Sangtarashan
neighborhood, with random sampling used to capture the diversity of viewpoints among users. Data
collection tools included participant observation, photography, non-intrusive videography, unstructured
interviews, and field note-taking. Data analysis was carried out through open, axial, and selective coding.
To ensure the validity and reliability of the data, data, source, and method triangulation were utilized,
alongside peer review and continuous refinement of field notes.
The research was conducted over three months, divided into three 28-day phases, with observations made
during peak hours (from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.). During each period, interviews were conducted with individuals
aged 12 to 80 to analyze user behavior on regular days, weekends, and special occasions.
Throughout the study, the attitudes and experiences of more than thirty residents and users of the
Sangtarashan neighborhood were recorded with respect to its physical and social conditions. The interviews
highlighted issues such as infrastructure deterioration, shortage of public spaces, conversion of shops into
restaurants, lack of accommodation and lighting, insufficient seating, pollution and litter, absence of waste
bins and parking spaces, and the migration of old residents. Families complained about the absence of
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playgrounds for children and the lack of safe paths for pedestrians and cyclists. Observations revealed that
physical and social changes had weakened the sense of place attachment and reduced the neighborhood'’s
quality of life.

Data coding in the research table includes four main components:

Physical: damaged infrastructure, decayed walls, insufficient lighting, sidewalks blocked by vehicles, and
lack of waste bins.

Perceptual: feelings of insecurity, fear of wall collapse, and visual pollution caused by litter.

Functional: lack of benches and recreational areas, absence of daily-use shops, decline in tourism
infrastructure, and conversion of traditional businesses into modern enterprises.

Behavioral: occurrence of social tensions among youth, reduced economic quality, migration of old
residents, and interference between motorcycles and pedestrians

indings: showed that people’s behavioral patterns differed across threetime intervals:
F- Early-week days: low traffic, mostly elderly people and students.

e Weekends: increased presence of youth, higher nighttime activity, and smoking behaviors.

e Special occasions (e.g., Christmas): high crowd density and greater commercial and nightlife activity.
The physical analysis of Khajeh Abed Passage, based on the review of its strengths and weaknesses,
indicates that:

Strengths: the green cover and shade in the central pedestrian zone created a sense of calm and attraction;
the decorative and leveled pavement improved accessibility.

Weaknesses: insufficient urban furniture forced users to lean against structures or trees; inconsistency
between traditional and modern facades and weak lighting created unsafe areas and encouraged deviant
behaviors; the lack of waste bins intensified visual pollution. Socially, young people’s unstable economic
conditions combined with undefined spatial boundaries heightened involvement in risky behaviors.

iscussion and Conclusion: Analysis of Khajeh Abed Passage shows that the regeneration of small

Durban spaces requires an integrated approach based on contextual assets. The three dimensions—
physical, perceptual, and functional—interact with behavioral patterns, defining user satisfaction, cultural
identity preservation, and responsiveness to residents’ and visitors’ needs.

e Physicality as the foundation, perception as the stimulus: physical deficiencies such as inconsistency

or poor lighting lead to avoidance behaviors, while positive perception through sensory richness and

opportunities for rest and contemplation fosters spatial attraction.

e Function as a bridge between heritage and development: the tension between conserving historical

fabric and promoting tourism must be managed with balance so that cultural preservation becomes

the foundation of sustainable development rather than an obstacle to it.

e Behavior as social feedback: desirable behaviors—preservation of local rituals and strengthening of

social capital—serve as functional stabilizers. Urban planners should analyze socio-spatial mechanisms

and design policies to enhance residents’ sense of belonging and participation; weak attachment

diminishes the effectiveness of interventions.
Ultimately, the convergence of physical, perceptual, and functional structures can transform public spaces
from potential areas into vibrant urban environments rich in identity and social resilience. Practical
strategies include activating unused spaces for local businesses and tourism, enhancing natural and lighting
elements to improve safety and spatial attachment, and creating daily interaction and collective memory
spaces. In the long term, establishing educational workshops to transmit traditional skills is recommended
to preserve heritage while reinforcing social cohesion and urban livability.

IRA%N

URBAN

DESIGN

S"I;LG%DIES

141




IRA%ZN

URBAN

DESIGN

SE%IES

142

IUDS, 3(1):139-168, 2026

Enhancing Context-Asset-Based Satisfaction and Its Impact on ...

Declarations

Conflict of Interest

Dr. Ramtin Mortaheb and Eng. Arezou Zaerin declare that there is no conflict of interest related to this
research

Funding

This research did not receive any financial support from governmental or private organizations for advancing
theresearch.

Informed Consent

All participants in this study provided written informed consent prior to participation.

Authors’ Contributions

Conceptualization and study design: Dr. Ramtin Mortaheb; data collection: Eng. Arezou Zaerin; data analysis:
Dr. Ramtin Mortaheb, Eng. Arezou Zaerin; draft preparation: Eng. Arezou Zaerin, Dr. Ramtin Mortaheb;
review and revision: Dr. Ramtin Mortaheb, Eng. Arezou Zaerin; final approval: All authors have approved
the final version of the manuscript.

Acknowledgments

The authors report no acknowledgments.

References

- Abdi, M. A,, & Mahdizadegan, S. (2010). Urban infill development. Tehran, Iran: Building and Housing Research
Center. [in Persian]

_ Abdollahi, M., Tavakolinia, J., & Sarrafi, M. (2010). A theoretical review of the concept of neighborhood and
its redefinition with emphasis on the conditions of Iranian urban neighborhoods. Human Geography Research,
42(2), 82—103. [in Persian]

_ Altman, I. (2003). Environment and social behavior: Privacy, personal space, territory, and crowding (A. Nama-
zian, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Shahid Beheshti University Press. [in Persian]

_ Barker, R. G. (1963). The stream of behavior: Explorations of its structure & content.

_ https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/11177-000

- BirjandiNejad, M., & Abdolmajiri, A. (2022). Formal organization principles of house entrance portalsin tradition-
al architecture based on three environmental psychology theories: A case study of three prominent traditional
houses in Mashhad. Journal of Greater Khorasan, 13(48), 69-88. https://doi.org/10.22034/jgk.2022.308505.0
[in Persian]

- Daneshgar Moghaddam, G., & Eslampour, M. (2012). An analysis of Gibson’s affordance theory and its implica-
tions for studies of humans and the built environment. Armanshahr Architecture & Urban Development, 5(9),
73-86. https://www.armanshahrjournal.com/article_33213.html [in Persian]

- Dehghan, F. S. (2020). Pathology of the decline in environmental affordance caused by arbitrary preferenc-
es and abnormal physical changes: The case of Koohrig, Mehriz, Yazd Province. Bagh-e Nazar, 17(83), 53-62.
https://doi.org/10.22034/bagh.2019.184475.4097 [in Persian]

- Dubos, R. (1965). Man Adapting. New Haven: Yale University Press.

_  Ghafouri, M., Rezaei Khonkdar, A., & Zabihi, H. (2022). Developing a safe city model based on residents’ be-
havioral characteristics: A case study of Saadi Neighborhood, Sari. Urban Structure and Function Studies, 9(30),
59-95. https://doi.org/10.22080/usfs.2021.3515 [in Persian]

- Gheysari, N. (2007). Essays on the relationship between Iranian intellectuals and identity (1st ed.). Tehran, Iran:
Tamaddon-e Irani Publishing. [in Persian]

_  Gholamalizadeh, H., & Seihani, M. (2015). The function of the concept of territoriality in improving quality of
life and the developmental process of adolescents living in welfare centers. In Proceedings of the Second Na-
tional and First International Conference on Contemporary Research in Humanities. Tehran, Iran: Modiran Ideh




IUDS, 3(1):139-168, 2026

Ramtin Mortaheb, Arezoo Zaerin

Pardaz Paytakht Vira Institute. [in Persian]

Gibson, J, J. (1979). The Ecological Approach to Visual Perception. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Javadi, M. A. (2011). Religion and everyday life. Tehran, Iran: Institute for Culture, Art and Communication,
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance. [in Persian]

Johnson, P-A. (2005). The relationship between architectural theory and history (H. R. Khoei, Trans.). Goles-
tan-e Honar, (1), 69-73. [in Persian]

Jung, T., Lee, J., Yap, M. & Ineson, E. (2015). The role of stakeholder collaboration in culture-led urban regener-
ation: A case study of the Gwangju project, Korea. Cities, (44), 29-39. DOI:10.1016/j.cities.2014.12.003.

Koffka, K. (1935). Principles of Gestalt Psychology. New York and London: Harcourt Brace.

Lang, J. (2016). Creating architectural theory: The role of the behavioral sciences in environmental design (A.
Einifar, Trans., 1st ed.). Tehran, Iran: University of Tehran Press. [in Persian]

Lotfabadi, M., & Hasani, A. A. (2020). The educational system of the Armenians of New Julfa in the Safavid
period. Iranian Studies Research, 10(1), 211-228. https://doi.org/10.22059/jis.2020.288503.728 [in Persian]
Lotfi, S., Anamoradnezhad, R. B., & Sasani Pour, M. (2014). Investigating the sense of security in public space: A
case study of Shiraz metropolis. Urban Research and Planning, 5(19), 43—60. https://www.sid.ir/paper/220331
[in Persian]

Lynch, K. (2021). The image of the city (M. Mazini, Trans., 13th ed.). Tehran, Iran: University of Tehran Press.
[in Persian]

Michelson, W. (1976). Man and His Urban Environment: A Sociological Approach, Reading. Massachoset: Ad-
dison- Wesley.

Mofidi Shmirani, S. M., & Moztarzadeh, H. (2012). Evaluation of physical sustainability criteria in urban neigh-
borhoods with emphasis on Iran’s hot and dry climate. Armanshahr Architecture & Urban Development, 8(15),
261-276. https://www.armanshahrjournal.com/article_34136.html [in Persian]

Mousavian, S. (2022). Explaining a conceptual model of the factors affecting the formation of architectural
aesthetic experience from the perspective of cognitive sciences. Bagh-e Nazar, 19(107), 41-56. https://doi.
org/10.22034/BAGH.2021.279519.4849 [in Persian]

Nari Qomi, M. (2018). The place of the humanities in architectural bionics education. Iranian Architecture
Studies, 7(13), 107-125. https://doi.org/10.22052/1.13.107 [in Persian]

Noufel, S. A., Kalbadi, P., & Pourjafar, M. R. (2009). Examining and evaluating the effective indicators of urban
identity: A case study of Julfa Neighborhood in Isfahan. Armanshahr Architecture & Urban Development, 2(3),
57-69. https://www.armanshahrjournal.com/article_32599.html [in Persian]

Ostadi, M. (2024). A conceptual model of the relationship between humans and the urban environment in the
process of perception based on the views of Iranian philosophers. Bagh-e Nazar, 20(124), 5-12. [in Persian]
Paknejad, F., & Kolini Mamaghani, N. (2022). Designing pleasant urban experiences using persuasive de-
sign principles. Armanshahr Architecture & Urban Development, 15(41), 39-52. https://doi.org/10.22034/
aaud.2022.306217.2555 [in Persian]

Rapoport, A. (2003). The cultural origins of architecture (S. Al-Rasoul & A. Babak Khial, Trans., 8th ed.). [in
Persian]

Rezaei, S., & Sharghi, A. (2025). Geometric patterns of daylight distribution and residents’ sensory perceptions
in residential buildings. Bagh-e Nazar, 21(134), 5-20. https://doi.org/10.22034/bagh.2024.451479.5587 [in
Persian]

Saboonchi, P., Masnavi, M. R., & Motedin, H. A. (2024). Analysis of the principles and key characteristics of
nature-based solutions in relation to urban greening: A systematic review. Bagh-e Nazar, 20(121). https://doi.
org/10.22034/bagh.2022.344400.5200 [in Persian]

Sarmadi, S., Shahcheraghi, A., & Karimifard, L. (2020). The process of landscape perception based on senso-
ry and rational cognition. Bagh-e Nazar, 17(88), 27—38. https://doi.org/10.22034/bagh.2020.195136.4236 [in
Persian]

IRA%N

URBAN

DESIGN

S"I;LE%DIES

143




Iranian Urban Design Studies.3(1):139-168, 2026

Ramtin Mortaheb, Arezoo Zaerin

- Shahcheraghi, A., & Bandarabadi, A. (2024). Encompassed by the environment: Applications of environmental
psychology in architecture and urban planning (1st ed.). Tehran, Iran: Tehran Academic Center for Education,
Culture and Research (ACECR). [in Persian]

- Sztompka, P. (2008). The focus on everyday life: A new turn in sociology. European Review, 16(1), 23-37.

- Torkman, A., Ghaed, M., & Shamtoob, S. (2018). Hangout places as urban public spaces, architecture, and
settings for social and cultural interactions: A case study of Borazjan. Urban Research and Planning, 8(31),
225-248. [in Persian]

- Wallace, D. (2012). Examining Fear and Stress as Mediators Between Disorder Perceptions and Personal Health,
Depression, and Anxiety. Social Science Research, 41(6), 1515-1528.

Note for Readers:

This paper contains an identical English abstract in two sections:

Abridged Paper: To provide an overview for international readers.

Persian Section: To meet the standardized structure of Persian academic publications.

This repetition is intentional to ensure alignment with academic standards and facilitate readability for both audiences. Readers
are encouraged to review the full paper for comprehensive details.

oBuslga gly ol

o] (R 93 53 antdl S Sy Jolds i oy

el o Busles 4 JS W S 4l sl tAbridged Paper zso

sy als e il clasyluslil cyle, jolatads r )l jise

& JolS Sl il sl wlsiie Balys sl oas shb lbbe 5105, 95y sly adlan a5 ale sladylaslial U BLlasl Gum b coaSs ol 1S5
S anslye dllie Lol 20

COPYRIGHTS

© [2026] by the author(s). This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

International (CC BY 4.0). The authors retain copyright, and

this work may be shared and redistributed with proper attribution. ®® CCBY 4.0
License link: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

o (5B ot g . cunsl o iz Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) joe coxs dllie ol ()0 diugs [YY5] ©

/https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 :j35xe S

144
.




VoD A= IPA Ol Y ayladd ¥ 833 . shal (st (b Slalllas ale &y Y

ol G (P hb Sl ale &y

Iranian Urban Design Studies (1UDS)
https://iuds.shirazu.ac.ir/

doil 10.22099/iuds.2026.55141.1114

By ) 59 ol 75U g dine (13 2 (i (Sko L, (S|
ol Gl S s wile dalgs 105 Al @350 Julos

Tonlale T Fodpe el

ul)ql ‘OLQ((Z.A| (@Le(mol L_S'Q)‘“‘ gl ol&asls (ewdifeo g &3 0 sy ‘d)lw){,w 9 J)Lw (R0 05;6‘_{«19 uL.b pac )
olplcolediol o Slhans! (Bunl dupid oBld ( awdige 5 (8 08Ul ( giluyrad 5 (gyloxe (wdige 09,8 iyl (gozmisla .Y

e g (Shol s olol pleo  Sidlen Jols o S0yl e (Sl gaiecolioy 4 aad o olis Lledslys jome LLKSpaye Julow -
Al eleal (Glub s (olad G )3 0aiiS a8 Sl (3la3 5 (> Ut men (Sl el -

el e Il 5 bS53 b s Wi (s ol 3pumly gyt Amusgi g Sl by 5l cdslis e Jololml -

513 (538 25 e lanzl g sl g (Simyd Cogn ik )3 arme cute 93b s dr (o ol g (slaral syl -

S w2l 950 Sl g j92m0aladla 9,500 b o0 (B sl (5350 69NN Mg o cdine) s 2D o (e (29 ooyl -

o Sl

¥R el | o g8l s )l il g aloe eloxn! slaylisb Sobles ( S0yl slaedl ;o adly opis wdoxe
WoEAVY Skl T oo . o . .

YATAR st | 2belid gols iagh (ol Ban Xei o Cgusme dloe She p3 il 3089 (Sholes)ls,
AEIYAVAR! oW Lol goyls qubu'")l‘) b ol d.nl.c O"‘ G\a.w dl.e.’i)b l.lbu»‘).s&w: al>we ULSL» Lstowha) wul).‘l‘).)).b;o JA‘}C

Bgay dod> sty Jgol daugi b Juuol g JBike (sla Sl lgisds (S0l clacadly jo 59> g0 dioiy)]
o Bl 5188l (s 2,509y b (e o (680 p s 2 itan 5 (S g (lid gy Lo
GBIl | 5 ()lopcaslaol wimlisluye anlas (Saliliegé (glapmekd «glopwSs (iSlie olnliv
s | SE 35250 laiblo psiie go0ynS dlal a2 g5 eyl leaidly sl ons plrsllyima Jilos

Sl | 22 s ol 2 aSE S o loain 4 dgae el g pge slo3Say 5l S Sl
eolas | A L 3l sl gy ool o B oS 433l cad (D n 3y b 22y @ cles
Jolts (g0l slaasnr oglle ladslogw (il ol (S0l slacdl 1o 35390 (Do b (e (1295

5L e s . cl . s
sle 4?‘95)‘33 A (gyap0 i Suyd g Suyl cogr (ol g bais glp aSanl o 0 g0Sles o (STl olel
Lmuiﬂ)j /:. .J.i.u))uo
wiej (2l

(ulf)od.wug.: [2026] ©

Wlis (1l &2 B3 £l 5970

ool sl ily3 i dlore wle anles 138 WG paye Juloes tisay IS 10 siee o dlsee S0yl s Buxal ciie culiny (ol . (0F+0) 93T eyl 5 ool cctipe
IANEA )Y ool gyt (b lalllae ole 4y

Ramtin.Mortaheb@ut.ac.ir  :Jgtums dinggs g poydl *



mailto:Ramtin.Mortaheb%40ut.ac.ir?subject=
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-4735-4816 
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6909-4741
http://doi.org/10.22099/iuds.2026.55141.1114

oD, WA ISA Sloio . oylonds . Yoy .ol (600 o Slalllas poles dypi "4

ol s (b Sldlas cols 4k
Iranian Urban Design Studies (1UDS)
https://iuds.shirazu.ac.ir/

Enhancing Context-Asset-Based Satisfaction and Its Impact on User Behavior;
An Ethnographic Analysis of the Khajeh Abed Passage
in the Sangtarashan Quarter of Isfahan

Ramtin Mortahebe ** ", Arezoo Zaerin ?

1- Department of Architecture and Urban Planning, Faculty of Engineering and Technology, Shahid Ashrafi Esfahani University,
Isfahan, Iran.
2-Master’s student in Architecture, Department of Architecutre and Urban Planning, Faculty of Engineering and

Technology, Shahid Ashrafi Esfahani University, Isfahan, Iran
Highlights

- Ethnographic analysis of Khajeh-Abed neighborhood reveals that resident satisfaction stems from the synergy of spatial, perceptual,
and functional dimensions.

- Perceptual factors such as sensory richness and place attachment play a crucial role in spatial attraction and social resilience.

- Balancing heritage preservation and urban development serves as the core strategy for integrating historical assets with modern city
growth.

- Social behaviors and traditional rituals act as positive feedback mechanisms, reinforcing cultural identity and local social capital.

- Asset-based, multi-dimensional strategies provide an effective model for memory-oriented, participatory urban regeneration in
historic contexts.

Id neighborhoods situated within historical contexts serve as manifestations of neighborhood Received 17/12/2025
social structures and their profound impacts on the behavioral, perceptual, and functional Revised 10/02/2026
patterns of residents in neighborhood centers. Dissatisfaction with the urban environment stems Accepted 23/02/2026
from a mismatch between behavioral needs and the triple characteristics of space: physical, Available Online 21/06/2026

perceptual, and functional. This research aims to identify factors influencing the satisfaction
of residents in the Sangtarashan neighborhood and to promote this vital element, so that the
valuable assets present in historical fabrics can be linked, as enduring and authentic models, with
the principled development of new cities. The main objectives of the study include identifying the

Physical
triple criteria (physical, perceptual, and functional) in the Khajeh Abed Passage, discovering the Pe:ceptual
causes of residents’ dissatisfaction based on current behavioral patterns, and proposing effective Functional
factors for enhancing resident satisfaction in this neighborhood center. The methodology of this Behavioral

study is qualitative, based on analytical-field ethnography with an interpretive approach. Data
collection was conducted through field techniques, including participant observation, photography,
non-intrusive videography, unstructured interviews, and note-taking, after which the data were
evaluated through content analysis. The findings emphasize the necessity of attending to the
broad and diverse dimensions of existing structures in historical cities, going beyond conventional
approaches that are often limited to purely physical aspects. This research ultimately leads to
asset-based strategies aimed at creating a platform for integrating the new urban development
system with the assets present in historical contexts. These assets, in addition to physical aspects,
also include perceptual and functional dimensions, which appear essential for preserving and
enhancing the historical and cultural identity of cities.

Khajeh Abed Passage
Sangtarashan Neighborhood
Contextual Assets
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