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Highlights

- The study examined the relationship between pedestrianization and nightlife quality for the first time.

- The study was able to explain 64% of the nightlife quality variance.

- The study showed that in the historical-social context of the Bu Ali axis, “reducing perceived risk” and “increasing nighttime usability”
are the most important logics determining the nighttime presence of users.

- The research showed that in the historical axes of Iran, nightlife is first formed through the path of “improving the quality of the
conditions of presence”, not simply through the path of “increasing activity”.

- The research showed that the two indicators “safety and security” (f = 0.22) and “quality of lighting” (B = 0.20) showed the greatest
effect on the quality of nightlife.

N ight-time urban life, as a key component of urban quality of life—particularly within Received 26/11/2025
pedestrian-oriented public spaces—depends on factors that enhance citizens’ Revised 21/01/2026
experience of presence at night. This study evaluates the role of walkability in improving Accepted 07/02/2026

night-time urban life along Bu-Ali Pedestrian Street in Hamedan. A descriptive—analytical Available Online  21/06/2026
mixed-methods design was adopted. Quantitative data were collected via a questionnaire
(n = 400) and analyzed using descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, factor analysis,
and Structural Equation Modeling (SEM). Qualitative data were obtained through 40
semi-structured interviews and targeted field observations during peak nighttime activity | walkability
(19:00-24:00), and analyzed thematically. The quantitative results showed that walkability Nightlife

indicators explained a substantial share of variance in night-time urban life quality (R? = Urban Spaces
0.64). “Safety and security” (B = 0.22), “lighting quality” (B = 0.20), and “comfort” (B = Bouali Pedestrian Street
0.18) had the strongest effects. Qualitative findings yielded three overarching themes— Hamedan

environmental, functional, and managerial factors—with “lighting and visibility” as the
most frequent category. Inadequate lighting, limited surveillance, insufficient nighttime
amenities, and poor cleanliness and waste management were identified as major
challenges. Overall, night-time urban life in historic pedestrian corridors depends less
on activity presence and more on the quality of nighttime conditions and service-related
prerequisites. Thus, improving Bu-Ali Street requires an integrated approach combining
enhanced lighting, strengthened surveillance, improved amenities, and systematic cultural—
tourism programming, providing a basis for interventions in similar historic contexts.
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The role of pedestrianization in the quality of nightlife in urban spaces...

particularly in pedestrian-oriented public spaces where walking, leisure, and social interaction can extend
beyond daytime hours. In historical urban corridors, however, nighttime presence is often fragile and highly
dependent on whether the built environment provides adequate conditions for safety, comfort, and overall
usability. Factors such as lighting quality, spatial legibility, and perceived security play a decisive role in
shaping how people experience urban spaces after dark and whether they choose to stay, walk, or simply
pass through.
In this context, the present study examines how walkability influences nighttime urban livability in the
Bouali pedestrian precinct in Hamedan. As a historical and multi-functional corridor with a wide range
of users and activities, Bouali offers a valuable case for exploring the relationship between pedestrian-
oriented urban design and nighttime experiences. The study aims to provide an integrated and evidence-
based understanding of nighttime livability by linking perceptual-security conditions, functional-physical
supports, and managerial—cultural factors within a single analytical framework.

Introduction: Nighttime livability has become an important dimension of urban quality of life,

aterials and Methods: This applied research adopted a descriptive—analytical design using
Ma mixed-method approach. Quantitative data were collected through a researcher-developed
guestionnaire administered to 300 users, including residents, shopkeepers, and passers-by. Due to the lack
of a fixed population and the fluid nature of pedestrian flows, convenience sampling was applied. Data
were collected during evening and late-night hours. Reliability was acceptable (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.76),
and sampling adequacy was confirmed through KMO and Bartlett’s tests. Quantitative analysis included
descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, factor analyses, and structural equation modeling (SEM).
Qualitative data were gathered through 40 semi-structured interviews and targeted field observations
during peak nighttime activity (19:00-24:00). A total of 91 meaning units were extracted from interviews,
observations, and field notes. Thematic analysis followed Braun and Clarke’s (2006) procedure. Credibility
was enhanced through triangulation, peer review, and systematic documentation.

indings: SEM results showed that all nine walkability indicators had significant direct effects on
Fnighttime livability, and the model explained a considerable proportion of variance (R? = 0.64). The
strongest predictors were Safety and Security (B = 0.22), Lighting Quality ( = 0.20), and Comfort ( = 0.18).
Moderate effects were found for Attractiveness (B = 0.15) and Social Interactions (B = 0.13), while Urban
Image, Environmental Sustainability, Accessibility, and Land-use Diversity showed smaller but significant
effects.
Qualitative findings supported these results and clarified underlying mechanisms. Three overarching
themes were identified: environmental factors, functional factors, and managerial factors. The most
frequent category was Lighting and Visibility (25 references; 27.5%), emphasizing dark entrances, blind
spots, and uneven illumination. Security and Surveillance (13 references; 14.3%) reflected concerns about
weak monitoring and increased insecurity late at night. Functional challenges included limited nighttime
amenities (Facilities and Amenities, 12 references; 13.2%) and weak maintenance (Cleanliness and Waste
Management, 10 references; 11.0%). Participants also highlighted insufficient seating and gathering
opportunities, as well as the need for better organization of informal activities and more consistent cultural
programming.
Overall, integrated findings indicate that nighttime livability in Bouali is less constrained by the absence of
activity and more by the weakness of basic nighttime usability conditions. Lighting and security operate
as prerequisites, functional services stabilize stay duration, and cultural-social vitality supports sustained
presence.

iscussion and Conclusion: The results confirm that nighttime livability in historical pedestrian
corridors is multi-layered and depends on the interaction of perceptual-security, physical-functional,
and managerial—cultural dimensions. The dominant role of lighting and safety aligns with international
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evidence on fear reduction and nighttime walking behavior (Portnov et al., 2020; Saad et al., 2024) and
supports the argument that lighting improves perceived control (Bhagavathula et al., 2023). This study
adds that in Bouali, lighting remains a critical “infrastructure gap” rather than a supportive layer for vitality,
due to blind spots and weak surveillance cues.

Based on the integrated evidence, a three-level framework is proposed for historical pedestrian corridors:
(1) perceptual prerequisites (continuous lighting, removal of blind spots, formal and natural surveillance),
(2) functional supports (comfort, amenities, cleanliness, waste management), and (3) vitality drivers
(attractiveness, social interaction, cultural programming, and regulation of nighttime economic activities).
This framework suggests that effective interventions should prioritize safety and lighting, strengthen
services and comfort, and finally stabilize livability through social and cultural activation.

Limitations include reliance on perceived experiences, convenience sampling, and the focus on a single
case study. Future research can compare multiple corridors, consider seasonal variation, and combine
subjective data with objective measurements such as pedestrian counts and lighting assessments.
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Highlights

- The study examined the relationship between pedestrianization and nightlife quality for the first time.

- The study was able to explain 64% of the nightlife quality variance.

- The study showed that in the historical-social context of the Bu Ali axis, “reducing perceived risk” and “increasing nighttime usability”
are the most important logics determining the nighttime presence of users.

- The research showed that in the historical axes of Iran, nightlife is first formed through the path of “improving the quality of the
conditions of presence”, not simply through the path of “increasing activity”.

- The research showed that the two indicators “safety and security” (B = 0.22) and “quality of lighting” (B = 0.20) showed the greatest
effect on the quality of nightlife.

ight-time urban life, as a key component of urban quality of life—particularly Received 26/11/2025
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citizens’ experience of presence at night. This study evaluates the role of walkability Accepted 07/02/2026

in improving night-time urban life along Bu-Ali Pedestrian Street in Hamedan. A Available Online  21/06/2026
descriptive—analytical mixed-methods design was adopted. Quantitative data were
collected via a questionnaire (n = 400) and analyzed using descriptive statistics,
correlation analysis, factor analysis, and Structural Equation Modeling (SEM).
Qualitative data were obtained through 40 semi-structured interviews and targeted | waikability

field observations during peak nighttime activity (19:00-24:00), and analyzed |nightlife
thematically. The quantitative results showed that walkability indicators explained | Urban Spaces

a substantial share of variance in night-time urban life quality (R? = 0.64). “Safety | Bouali Pedestrian Street
and security” (B = 0.22), “lighting quality” (B = 0.20), and “comfort” (B = 0.18) |Hamedan

had the strongest effects. Qualitative findings yielded three overarching themes—
environmental, functional, and managerial factors—with “lighting and visibility” as
the most frequent category. Inadequate lighting, limited surveillance, insufficient
nighttime amenities, and poor cleanliness and waste management were identified
as major challenges. Overall, night-time urban life in historic pedestrian corridors
depends less on activity presence and more on the quality of nighttime conditions
and service-related prerequisites. Thus, improving Bu-Ali Street requires an
integrated approach combining enhanced lighting, strengthened surveillance,
improved amenities, and systematic cultural-tourism programming, providing a
basis for interventions in similar historic contexts.
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