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Highlights

- This study redefines cultural landscape identity through a mixed-method approach combining literature review, Al analysis, and
expert interviews

- Five key components of cultural landscape were identified: human-nature interaction (17 occurrences), historical dimensions
(12 occurrences), symbolic values (11 occurrences), mental perceptions (10 occurrences), and functional aspects (9 occurrences)

- Human-nature interaction serves as the core axis encompassing other components as interconnected layers

- Cultural landscape, as a mirror of human-nature interactions, serves as both world heritage and a dynamic platform for sustainable
development and collective identity in contemporary societies. This research facilitates understanding this complex identity through
a coherent conceptual model.

Cultural Landscape, as a dynamic, multilayered, and flexible concept shaped by the dialectical | Received 06/06/2025
interaction between humans and nature across time and space, encompasses tangible ele- | revised 23/07/2025
ments, intangible aspects, and perceptual dimensions. It holds a prominent position in architec-
tural, urban planning, and cultural heritage studies. This research aims to redefine the identity of
the cultural landscape and identify its key components through a mixed-method and interdisci-
plinary approach. The methodology includes a systematic literature review, historical-theoretical
analysis, evaluation of general definitions provided by artificial intelligences (ChatGPT, Google
Gemini, Microsoft Bing, DeepSeek, and Grok), and semi-structured interviews with experts.
The findings reveal the cultural landscape as an adaptive system reflecting the history, culture,
and choices of communities, providing a platform for preserving biocultural diversity, reinforcing | Cultural landscape
collective identity, and promoting sustainable development. Five key components were identi- | human-nature interaction
fied: 1) Human—nature interaction; 2) Historical dimensions; 3) Symbolic values; 4) Mental per- | mental perceptions
ceptions; and 5) Functional aspects. Human—nature interaction, as the central core, encompass- | historical dimensions.

es the other components as interconnected layers.

The proposed conceptual model visually organizes this structure and provides a coherent frame-
work for interdisciplinary studies, architectural design, urban planning, and cultural heritage con-
servation. Practical recommendations include designing public spaces that preserve human—na-
ture interactions and historical elements, enhancing mental experiences and collective identity
through multilayered spaces, reinforcing symbolic values for social belonging, and functional
planning for sustainable development. Future research directions focus on emerging technolo-
gies (Al for mental perception studies), local-global comparative studies, and sustainable conser-
vation tools with community participation.

Ultimately, by integrating diverse data, this research presents the cultural landscape as a mirror of
human—nature interactions and a dynamic platform for both world heritage and contemporary
communities.
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Introduction: The concept of cultural landscape has gained significant attention in recent years across
various disciplines including architecture, urban planning, geography, and cultural heritage studies. As
a dynamic and multilayered concept shaped by the dialectical interaction between humans and nature
across time and space, cultural landscape encompasses not only tangible elements like architecture and
landscapes but also intangible aspects such as values, beliefs, and rituals, along with perceptual dimensions
including collective identity and mental experiences. This concept holds a prominent position in architec-
tural, urban planning, and cultural heritage studies, serving as a crucial framework for understanding the
complex relationships between human societies and their environments.

Despite its growing importance in sustainable planning and cultural heritage conservation, a precise and
comprehensive definition of cultural landscape remains contested. The diversity of perspectives, ranging
from classical definitions based on UNESCO criteria to contemporary interpretations grounded in inter-
disciplinary theories, highlights the complexity of this concept and the necessity for redefinition within a
coherent and practical framework. Various approaches, from bodily and historical perspectives to percep-
tual, symbolic, and ecological readings, demonstrate the multidimensionality of cultural landscape and the
difficulty in achieving a unified framework for its analysis.

The primary question of this research is: How can a comprehensive definition of cultural landscape be
provided that encompasses both its material and immaterial dimensions through an interdisciplinary and
mixed-methodology approach? Based on this question, the research objective is not to presuppose the
dimensions of cultural landscape but rather to extract and identify data-driven components through sys-
tematic analysis of scientific sources, expert perspectives, and innovative approaches based on artificial
intelligence. This research, in addition to identifying the key dimensions of cultural landscape, specifically
compares the degree of convergence and divergence between Al definitions, expert viewpoints, and exist-
ing literature to demonstrate how each of these three knowledge sources contributes to understanding and
reproducing the concept of cultural landscape.

IVI aterials and Methods: This research employs a mixed-method (qualitative-quantitative) and in-
terdisciplinary approach to understand the identity of cultural landscape and identify its dimensions
and components. The research methodology is systematically designed in multiple stages to achieve a com-
prehensive and reliable understanding of the cultural landscape concept through integration of data from
systematic literature review, historical-theoretical analysis, Al-based definitions, and expert interviews.
The research structure consists of five main stages executed continuously and cohesively:

Systematic literature review

Historical and theoretical analysis

Al-based definition evaluation

- Expert interviews

- Data integration and conceptual model development

Each stage was designed using scientifically valid methods and tools to ensure that the findings are accu-
rate, reliable, and generalizable.

Findings: Key Components of Cultural Landscape

- This research redefines the identity of the cultural landscape by using a mixed (qualitative-quantitative)
approach that includes a literature review, artificial intelligence analysis, and interviews with experts.

- Five key components of the cultural landscape were identified: human-nature interaction (17 repeti-
tions), historical dimensions (12 repetitions), symbolic values (11 repetitions), subjective perceptions
(10 repetitions), and functional aspects (9 repetitions).

- Human-nature interaction acts as the main axis and encompasses the other components as intercon-
nected layers.

- The cultural landscape is a mirror of human-natural interactions that is both part of the world heritage
and a dynamic platform for sustainable development and strengthening collective identity in contem-
porary societies. This research facilitates the understanding of this complex identity by providing a co-
herent conceptual model.
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Discussion and Conclusion: The analysis of data from systematic literature review, Al definition
evaluation, and expert interviews reveals cultural landscape as a dynamic, multilayered, and flexible
concept shaped by the dialectical interaction between humans and nature in the context of time and space.
This concept includes material elements such as architecture, infrastructure, and natural landscapes, in-
tangible elements such as values, beliefs, rituals, and symbolic meanings, and perceptual dimensions such
as collective identity and mental experiences. Cultural landscape not only reflects the history, culture, and
choices of communities but also provides a platform for preserving biocultural diversity, reinforcing collec-
tive identity, and promoting sustainable development.
In this research, five key components of cultural landscape were identified:
1) Human-nature interaction, 2) Historical dimensions, 3) Symbolic values, 4) Mental perceptions,
and 5) Functional aspects. These components were extracted based on analysis of expert interviews, sys-
tematic literature review, and examination of Al-provided definitions. Human-nature interaction, with 17
occurrences, was considered the main axis of the model, while historical dimensions with 12 occurrences
were defined as temporal layers (including dynamics and transformation with 7 occurrences). Symbolic
values with 11 occurrences refer to emotional and cultural meanings (including collective identity with 9
occurrences), mental perceptions with 10 occurrences represent individual experiences, and functional as-
pects with 9 occurrences indicate practical applications. Collective identity, repeated in 9 expert opinions,
is presented as a subset of symbolic values, focusing on collective identity and cultural belonging, while
dynamics and transformation, with 7 repetitions, are placed as subsets of historical dimensions, relating to
the continuity and evolution of temporal layers.
The proposed conceptual model visually organizes these components in a systematic structure where
human-nature interaction forms the main axis and other components appear as interconnected layers
around it. This model provides a coherent framework for understanding and analyzing cultural landscape
identity and can be applied in interdisciplinary studies, architectural design, urban planning, and cultural
heritage conservation.
The research findings also outline future research directions: first, using new technologies such as artifi-
cial intelligence and big data analysis for cultural landscape management, focusing on mental perceptions
and functional aspects; second, conducting comparative studies of cultural landscapes at local and global
scales, with particular attention to symbolic values and historical dimensions; and third, developing prac-
tical tools for sustainable conservation with local stakeholder participation, placing human-nature interac-
tion at the foundation of ecological-cultural approaches.
In addition to practical recommendations and policy implications based on the conceptual model, cultural
landscape is shown to be an influential identity in urban public space design. These strategies include:
- Designing public spaces that preserve human-nature interactions and historical elements
- Enhancing mental experiences and collective identity through multilayered cultural spaces
- Reinforcing symbolic values and connecting with local communities to preserve meaning and social
belonging
- Functional planning of spaces for sustainable development and practical utilization of cultural land-
scapes
Ultimately, this research, by providing a comprehensive definition and conceptual model, has taken an
effective step in understanding the complex identity of cultural landscape. Cultural landscape, as a mirror
of human-nature interactions, is not only considered part of world heritage but also serves as a dynamic
platform for sustainable development and strengthening collective identity in contemporary societies.

Declarations

Conflict of Interest

The authors declare that there is no conflict of interest related to this research.

Funding

This research has not received any financial support from governmental or private organizations for the
advancement of the study.

Informed Consent

All participants in this research have provided their informed consent in writing.

IRA%:N

URBAN

DESIGN

SE%IES




IRAIAN

URBAN

DESIGN

SE%IES

1UDS, 2(2):131-152, 2026

Comparative analysis of the cultural landscape based on the comparison of ...

Ethical Approve

This study did not involve any clinical experiments on humans, animals, or sensitive data. It was solely based on
expert interviews with university faculty members. Given the qualitative nature of the research, obtaining formal
ethical approval was not deemed necessary.

Authors’ Contributions

The authors contributed to this study as follows: the conceptualization and study design were carried out by Dr. Mehdi
Khakzand and Eng. Kamyab Kiani; data collection was conducted by Dr. Mehdi Khakzand and Eng. Kamyab Kiani; data
analysis was performed by Dr. Mehdi Khakzand and Eng. Kamyab Kiani; the initial draft was written by Dr. Mehdi
Khakzand and Eng. Kamyab Kiani; the manuscript was reviewed and revised by Dr. Mehdi Khakzand and Eng. Kamyab
Kiani. All authors have reviewed and approved the final version of the manuscript.

Acknowledgments

The authors would like to express their sincere appreciation to those who provided technical advice and participated
in the expert interviews.

References

- Doroodian,S. (2015). Landscape, Natural Landscape, Cultural Landscape. MANZAR, the Scientific Journal of
landscape, 7(32), 82-87. [In Persian]

- Mehdi Abadi M, Zamani Fard A, Amir Shakermi S A A. (2024). An Approach to Reading Components of Taq Bos-
tan Cultural Landscape. Parseh J Archaeol Stud. 7(26), 145-176. [In Persian]

- Shahsavari,M. (2012). The Cultural Landscape Continuity; Reconstruction and Revitalization of a Historic Gar-
den. MANZAR, the Scientific Journal of landscape, 3(17), 54-59. [In Persian]

- Bavarsad, Marzieh, Ansari, Mojtaba. “Management and Sustainable Development of the Cultural Landscape
Case study of Cheshmeh-Ali (Shahr-e-Rey).” Journal of Environmental Science and Technology, vol. 18, no. 3,
2016, pp. 223-235. [In Persian]

- Talebnia P, Ghaderyan E. Documentary Experiences of Rural Settlements in the Cultural Landscape of Hawra-
man. KCR 2024; 7 (2) :115-122. [In Persian]

- Goodarzian,S. (2012). Rehabilitating the cultural landscape; Landscape approaches used for revival of the Ba-
bur’s historical garden. MANZAR, the Scientific Journal of landscape, 4(19), 46-51.Agnoletti, M. (Ed.). (2006). The
conservation of cultural landscapes. Cabi. [In Persian]

- Al-Attar, A., Wu, Y., Fetzer, E., & Alwah, A. (2025, February). Study of the characteristics of the mountainous
cultural landscape in Yemen: mountain cities, mountain villages, and cultivated terraces. In Journal of Physics:
Conference Series (Vol. 2958, No. 1, p. 012004). IOP Publishing.

- Almy lll, D. J. (2025). Sustaining the cultural landscape in the city of Bath, Maine. WIT Transactions on Ecology
and the Environment, 84.

- Alrayyan, K. A.W.T. H. A. R., & Clements, T. E. R. R. Y. (2022). Genealogy of cultural landscape definitions: a com-
parative review of scholarly and institutional definitions. Landscape Research Record, (11), 140-55.

- Arnaiz-Schmitz, C., Aguilera, P. A., Ropero, R. F., & Schmitz, M. F. (2023). Detecting social-ecological resilience
thresholds of cultural landscapes along an urban-rural gradient: a methodological approach based on Bayesian
Networks. Landscape Ecology, 38(12), 3589-3604.

- Bin, H. U., Yiwei, Z. O. U., & Ruoshi, M. A. (2021). Comprehensive Investigation and Evaluation System of Rural
Cultural Landscape Heritage. Landscape Architecture, 28(9), 109-114.

- Birks, H. H. (1988). The cultural landscape: past, present and future. Cambridge University Press.

- Bloemers, T., Kars, H., Van der Valk, A., & Wijnen, M. (2010). The cultural landscape and heritage paradox. Pro-
tection and development of the Dutch archaeological-historical landscape and its European dimension.

- Hasim, I. S., Widiastuti, I., & Sudradjat, I. (2023). Symbolic interactionism in vernacular cultural landscape re-
search. ARTEKS: Jurnal Teknik Arsitektur, 8(1), 135-144.

- He, D., Chen, W., & Zhang, J. (2024). Integrating heritage and environment: characterization of cultural land-
scape in Beijing great wall heritage area. Land, 13(4), 536.

- Hood, J. E. (1996). Cultural Landscape. Landscape archaeology: Reading and interpreting the American historical
landscape, 121.

- Howell, K. L., Gough, M. Z., & Cameron, H. M. (2025). “Why are we asking for a seat at the table that our an-
cestors created for us?” The importance of cultural landscapes and power in urban planning. Journal of Urban
Affairs, 47(4), 1287-1308.

- Jacques, D. (1995). The rise of cultural landscapes. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 1(2), 91-101.

- Kiani, K., & Khakzand, M. (2024). The structure, concept and identity of traditional Chinese gardens. Landscape
History, 45(2), 101-120.

- Kiani, K., Zandieh, M., Medi, H., & Zarrabi, M. M. (2025). Unveiling the Geometric Elegance: A Comparative Anal-
ysis of Historical Garden Structures and Spatial Relations. Landscape online, 1135-1135.




1UDS, 2(2):131-152, 2026
Kamyab kiani, Mehdi Khakzand

- Kishkenbaeva, Z., & Baisarina, Z. (2024). Assessment of the Value Levels of the Categories of Cultural Heritage,
Cultural Landscape, and Cultural Tourism from an Interdisciplinary Perspective (based on Alakol lake). Bulletin
of LN Gumilyov Eurasian National University. Historical Sciences. Philosophy. Religious Studies, 149(4), 210-225.

- Legacy, S. (2002). Cultural Landscapes: the Challenges of Conservation.

- Li, G, Chen, B., Zhu, J., & Sun, L. (2024). Traditional Village research based on culture-landscape genes: a Case
of Tujia traditional villages in Shizhu, Chongging, China. Journal of Asian Architecture and Building Engineer-
ing, 23(1), 325-343.

- Li, J., Xiao, Y., Yan, J., Liang, C., & Zhong, H. (2025). Spatiotemporal evolution characteristics and causative
analysis of toponymic cultural landscapes in traditional villages in Northern Guangdong, China. Sustainability,
17(1), 271.

- Plumwood, V. (2006). The concept of a cultural landscape: Nature, culture and agency in the land. Ethics and
the Environment, 115-150.

- Plumwood, V. (2006). The concept of a cultural landscape: Nature, culture and agency in the land. Ethics and
the Environment, 115-150.

- ReiB, A., Hadler, H., Wilken, D., Majchczack, B. S., Blankenfeldt, R., Badumler, S., ... & V6tt, A. (2025). The Trender-
marsch sunken in the Wadden Sea (North Frisia, Germany)—reconstructing a drowned medieval cultural land-
scape with geoarchaeological and geophysical investigations. E&G Quaternary Science Journal, 74(1), 37-57.

- Rose, M. (2006). Gathering ‘dreams of presence’: a project for the cultural landscape. Environment and plan-
ning D: society and space, 24(4), 537-554.

- Rowntree, L. B., & Conkey, M. W. (1980). Symbolism and the cultural landscape. Annals of the Association of
American Geographers, 70(4), 459-474.

- Schaich, H., Bieling, C., & Plieninger, T. (2010). Linking ecosystem services with cultural landscape research. Ga-
ia-Ecological Perspectives for Science and Society, 19(4), 269-277.

- Taylor, K. (2008). Landscape and Memory: cultural landscapes, intangible values and some thoughts on Asia.

- Taylor, K. (2012). Landscape and meaning: Context for a global discourse on cultural landscapes values. Man-
aging cultural landscapes, 21-44.

- Tua, K. J., Caballero, G. V. A., & Aquino-Ong, S. C. (2025). Philippine landscape heritage education: review of
the preparedness of landscape architecture curricula in the Philippines for cultural landscape heritage conser-
vation specialization. Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development, 15(2), 274-305.

- VonHaaren, C.(2002). Landscape planning facing the challenge of the development of cultural landscapes. Land-
scape and urban planning, 60(2), 73-80.

- Vos, W., & Meekes, H. (1999). Trends in European cultural landscape development: perspectives for a sustain-
able future. Landscape and urban planning, 46(1-3), 3-14.

- Wang, Q,, Ariffin, N. F. M., Abdul, F., & Aziz, X. Z. (2025). Theoretical Foundations and Methodological Frame-
works for Visual Quality Assessment in Cultural Landscapes.

- UNESCO World Heritage Centre. (2025). Cultural landscapes. UNESCO World Heritage Centre. Retrieved No-
vember 14, 2025, from https://whc.unesco.org/en/culturallandscape/

Note for Readers:
This paper contains an identical English abstract in two sections:
Abridged Paper: To provide an overview for international readers.
Persian Section: To meet the standardized structure of Persian academic publications.
This repetition is intentional to ensure alignment with academic standards and facilitate readability for both audiences. Readers
are encouraged to review the full paper for comprehensive details.
1B aNIgs gl Cudlaaly
:M‘d‘b’ggb » u.mgli” D..\A”S% uig‘ Jolu.’ Al U’l,
el (Buaslgs 4 IS 0 S 4l ol :Abridged Paper iso
B ode Sllie L3l gl il culey jolaiady i) i
ol e & (JolS i il gl wiilsi e HEASle sl 00d b lbbe 5 05,5 85y sl adlls a5 ool gl il b Ll G L onSa ol S5
S e e

© [2026] by the author(s). This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International (CC BY 4.0). The authors retain copyright, and this work may be shared and

redistributed with proper attribution. @@ CCBY 4.0

License link: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

98> Sl (l5)odinn g caml 005 puizio Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) e cov dllia oyl 5 )odim g [Y- V5] ©

D95 @595 9 il codlainl Dyge miie SO L Wlg o Alie (ol g it 35 3l (ggine g Olo
/https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 :jpx0 i)

IRA%:N

URBAN

DESIGN

SE%IES




VEeF AFI VY Cloiao Y 00w ¥ 0595 .5l p1] (£ 38 oy lalllne sols 2y &

Oln) Gk (b Ollle cole & uis

Iranian Urban Design Studies (1UDS)
https://iuds.shirazu.ac.ir/

doi) 10.22099/1UDS.2026.54569.1051

wwé&bﬂg,g@!@miw“_,Mclfaga‘_;w,,af;&lb;ap,hmMJJDG

" ghan gk
A SB e GLS olols

Ol i85 o) e plol (ol sy 8D s lpged 5 (plaso AL cgplose (6450 JKingfy )

el (ol ol Cxio g ple ol o gl g 5 (plaxo oA o gylaxo 095 jluiily N

(s jlaie Cog il plaasiie b asbas 5 (egias (hgn il «lodl jgye Joli &5 (05 (85) (o555 2)%09) Jl o b Giag o]

S o iyl

(55 1+) 03 SUST, 3 (85 1) ks sl (S5 ) (3 el 5 V1) Con 5 o] Sl 10 ki (Sims e slS 8850

U53) 5,58 otz 5
S on 3 3 disgpnts SaarY Sigok |y laailgo b 5 555 o Jus Lo jsmo s a5 ol Jols

poles golgs 3 (gro s g 5 ol drogs sl by 6yt o 9 > Slyen o5 b i )l o o] SIS il Simsd i

S (oo st 1y 0y g 0] S0 oo sagido Jao S B L gl ool il o Dl &

Ao wlazive

NR/R AV
VFe¥/ 0/
ARARAIN
ARANAG

bl s
SIS
iy )
oW sl o

&S (B 5lg
Sy i

Canb 5 il ol
s> syl

ES RN

Oloj s 3> Gl g sl (SasIbs Jolos & b llasil g s by (osrde plyiedr (Knjd jlaie
g (Boml g sl dassyl) (wgelal (jlslete o (silore wile) (o3lo yolie Jold 08 0 S5 e
Dl logag ol (Sl jdlye 5 (gilo el (lore Slallae 13 g canl (223 Sl g (o> Cagn) (S1
5 (soS=stS) 55 83,509 J) el sladilie plolid 5 (Simb laie cysm iyl Ban L hagly o]
p9es )l (g L Sl closl epllss g0 ol Budo () sl 485 000 (sl e
5 (Grok 4 ChatGPT« Google Gemini¢ MicrosoftBings DeepSeck sile) (sguns (sba yosn lawgs oiiedl)
3l o wimd e b5 il otuges | (Singh laie laaisly ] leaasite by asil 3 lodey Al
Qg g (o> Cugh Coghl o Sibyd unj go5 b gl Gyt 5 Cul pelir bl g Sinjd )l
oples sla syl X ¢Sl slal Y (b 5 el Jolo ) s ol c0JS ddlhe gty IS o ol L
Oygody |y baddie plo (o35 0 & losdy Canb 5 ludl Jols 0,8, claais 0 {aad <l ¥
A3 o Giuled Mepllss (6 ypay Gygods |y lidle (pl (odlpiin ogpio Jdo LS o dbls] diwgnpnds slaasl
@)l (SipSlye cblis 5 (60 ghyeby (lore (Al glaidyple Ollllae gl porie (292)k2 5
Sl (Pl polie 5 Capbpludl Jols bis b (ogee sbalad Lk Jold (035 lasleidny 45 o0
Sl g sloinl 3l sl uoles laghy)l ol llie alad Gk jl e Cogp g (03 Clups
Sl el ogian Gign Wiloeng slacsygld  odl Cliios (la s Cusl Sl drug 92,508
b pigd ool aaledyd )l 3 5a0 (e 8lie bl cblis slalpl o (Sl e (bl Slalllas  ind
rolro gelyz 5 (o e sl by Syt 9 (b il Sllols J glanl ) (Sim b lato pgie slaosly oy
AS (o By

(s 1771 ©

Ao ool a0 20 gloyl cog

b Oldlbs | ale dpii . (sguas e pges 3)S5g) g (Ilhne Wl ¢ lanasis BN (sriwes ST L (Kin s e dula o (VFHY) L gige 5 SB g elolS ( SLS

RAREATAY ((Y)Y ‘d//‘i/d)ﬂ"“j

anl (6,555 g wd lio ( (Simyd Gl yee olBiiimgs )3 € o BT Cawpd )3 (Sim b blie ol Joadlljgid g laie b Jol baiungs o (imgr zob 5l g5t dlie oyl %

Mkhakzand @iust.ac.ir : | e sl g s oyd) #%



https://doi.org/10.22099/iuds.2026.54569.1051

YEF ATV Cilodio .Y 0,lans .Y 0,95 .5l !l (5300 (21 yb olalllao sols & yuis "4

Ol Rl G (b Ol ol & pis
Iranian Urban Design Studies (1UDS)
https://iuds.shirazu.ac.ir/

Original Research Paper

Comparative analysis of the cultural landscape based on the comparison of expert
perspectives, field evidence, and general approaches to artificial intelligence *

Kamyab kiani*’, Mehdi Khakzand?***

1. Ph.D. student in Architecture, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Imam Khomeini International University(IKIU), Qazvin, Iran.
2. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture, School of Architecture and Environmental design,

Iran University of Science and Technology, Tehran, Iran.

Highlights

- This study redefines cultural landscape identity through a mixed-method approach combining literature review, Al analysis, and

expert interviews

- Five key components of cultural landscape were identified: human-nature interaction (17 occurrences), historical dimensions
(12 occurrences), symbolic values (11 occurrences), mental perceptions (10 occurrences), and functional aspects (9 occurrences)

- Human-nature interaction serves as the core axis encompassing other components as interconnected layers

- Cultural landscape, as a mirror of human-nature interactions, serves as both world heritage and a dynamic platform for sustainable
development and collective identity in contemporary societies. This research facilitates understanding this complex identity through

a coherent conceptual model.

Cultural Landscape, as a dynamic, multilayered, and flexible concept shaped by the dialectical
interaction between humans and nature across time and space, encompasses tangible ele-
ments, intangible aspects, and perceptual dimensions. It holds a prominent position in architec-
tural, urban planning, and cultural heritage studies. This research aims to redefine the identity of
the cultural landscape and identify its key components through a mixed-method and interdisci-
plinary approach. The methodology includes a systematic literature review, historical-theoretical
analysis, evaluation of general definitions provided by artificial intelligences (ChatGPT, Google
Gemini, Microsoft Bing, DeepSeek, and Grok), and semi-structured interviews with experts.
The findings reveal the cultural landscape as an adaptive system reflecting the history, culture,
and choices of communities, providing a platform for preserving biocultural diversity, reinforcing
collective identity, and promoting sustainable development. Five key components were identi-
fied: 1) Human—nature interaction; 2) Historical dimensions; 3) Symbolic values; 4) Mental per-
ceptions; and 5) Functional aspects. Human—nature interaction, as the central core, encompass-
es the other components as interconnected layers.

The proposed conceptual model visually organizes this structure and provides a coherent frame-
work for interdisciplinary studies, architectural design, urban planning, and cultural heritage con-
servation. Practical recommendations include designing public spaces that preserve human—na-
ture interactions and historical elements, enhancing mental experiences and collective identity
through multilayered spaces, reinforcing symbolic values for social belonging, and functional
planning for sustainable development. Future research directions focus on emerging technolo-
gies (Al for mental perception studies), local-global comparative studies, and sustainable conser-
vation tools with community participation.

Ultimately, by integrating diverse data, this research presents the cultural landscape as a mirror of
human—nature interactions and a dynamic platform for both world heritage and contemporary
communities.
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