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Highlights

- The study aims to enhance the sense of place attachment along Imam Khomeini Street in Qazvin by emphasizing perceptual,
social, and physical dimensions.

- The integration of SWOT and QSPM models provides an effective framework for developing and prioritizing strategies to improve
urban spaces.

- Thefindings show that accessibility, memorability, and the diversity of activities are among the most influential factors in enhancing
the sense of urban belonging.

lace attachment is recognized as one of the most essential factors in urban space planning. |Received 14/04/2025
Emphasizing this concept—particularly in the design of spaces such as streets—plays a vital |Revised 01/06/2025
role in enhancing urban vitality and improving the overall quality of the urban environment. |accepted 16/06/2025

Urban planning, as a key instrument for shaping the physical form and identity of cities,
significantly contributes to strengthening this sense. This study aims to identify the main
factors influencing place attachment and examine them within the context of Imam Khomeini
Street, located in the Imamzadeh Hossein district of Qazvin’s District 1.

To achieve this, a conceptual model was developed through a review of theoretical literature.
Field surveys and structured questionnaires were conducted, and data were analyzed using |urban Space

SPSS with descriptive and inferential statistical methods, including the one-sample t-test. The |[sense of Belonging
SWOT analysis technique was then applied to formulate a vision, objectives, strategies, and |vitality

policies aligned with the identified factors and theoretical findings. Finally, using the results |identity

of internal and external environmental assessments and the Quantitative Strategic Planning |social Interaction.
Matrix (QSPM), proposed strategies were prioritized, and a strategic plan for the area was
designed.

Identifying the factors influencing place attachment helps strengthen urban identity, spatial
quality, and social interaction. The findings indicate that the most influential environmental
variables include accessibility and legibility, social security, memorability, interaction, human
scale and proportion, diversity of activities, distinctive natural or built elements, and urban
furniture. These variables can be categorized into three main dimensions: perceptual—
cognitive, socio—cultural, and physical-environmental. Ultimately, integrating community
needs and preferences into the planning and design process can create urban spaces that are
not only visually appealing but also foster deeper emotional connections between citizens and
their surroundings, reinforcing the sense of place attachment.
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I ntroduction: The rapid increase in the urban population has exposed cities to multiple social, economic,
environmental, and physical challenges, shifting the focus of urban planning from a predominantly
physical approach toward greater emphasis on the social dimensions of urban life. The quality, diversity,
and safety of urban spaces create the conditions necessary for public presence and social interaction.
However, inappropriate patterns of urban development have intensified the fragmentation of place and
accelerated the weakening of people’s bond with their environment. In recent decades, the concept of
urban space has evolved from its traditional physical definition toward a social one that reflects human
context; consequently, urban space is interpreted as “public space” or “urban place,” expressing the
activities and life of the community.

Today, as urbanization expands and cities grow, the sense of belonging faces various challenges.
Place attachment is a fundamental emotional bond that transforms space into a meaningful and living
environment, shaping lived experience and influencing social relations as well as mental well-being. The
extent to which a space responds to people’s behavioral patterns, memories, expectations, and everyday
needs determines the strength of their attachment to that place. Prior research also confirms that place
attachment fulfills several psychological and emotional needs of individuals.

Imam Khomeini Street in Qazvin, as one of the city’s major historical and commercial axes, plays a significant
role in shaping the urban environment; however, despite its importance and high level of activity, it has been
subjected to neglect. Therefore, the aim of this study is to identify the key components that strengthen
place attachment and to examine these components within the selected case study. By identifying existing
gaps, the research seeks to propose strategies for enhancing the sense of belonging in this urban space.

M aterials and Methods: This applied research was conducted using both library and field
methods. First, key concepts and criteria related to identity, memory, and place attachment in urban
spaces were extracted through library studies. Based on these criteria and a field assessment of the study
area, a questionnaire was designed and distributed online among residents of Qazvin using simple random
sampling. A total of 100 participants (60 women and 40 men) completed the questionnaire in August 2024.
To ensure the validity and reliability of the instrument, the questionnaire was tested in two pilot stages (30
participants in each), and after revisions, the final Cronbach’s alpha reached 0.71. Following confirmation
of data normality, the analysis was conducted using the SWOT model, examining physical-historical,
social, economic, and environmental dimensions. Using internal and external factor evaluations, the
study developed a vision, goals, and strategies, which were then prioritized with the QSPM matrix. Finally,
development projects at various scales were proposed.

Findings: To analyze the questionnaire data and assess the impact of urban components on individuals’
sense of attachment in Imam Khomeini Street, a one-sample t-test was employed. The mean of each
indicator was compared with a benchmark value of 3 to evaluate its significance. The results showed
that accessibility and legibility (3.15), place attachment (3.13), memorability (3.17), presence (3), activity
diversity (3.88), and key elements (4.08) exceeded the benchmark, while the lowest scores were observed
for social security (2.86), human scale and proportions (2.48), and furniture and equipment (2.22).
Based on the extracted indicators, a field assessment of the study area was conducted through on-site
observations and a questionnaire survey, and the results were summarized in a table using the SWOT
technique, highlighting strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.

Discussion and Conclusion: This study aimed to identify the factors influencing the enhancement
of place attachment and to examine these factors in Imam Khomeini Street, Qazvin. The findings
indicate that strengthening place attachment requires simultaneous attention to the perceptual—-cognitive,
socio—cultural, and physical-environmental dimensions.

Key indicators such as accessibility and legibility, memorability, activity diversity, and landmark elements
represent the strengths of the space and directly contribute to the formation of emotional bonds among
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citizens, whereas weaknesses such as low social security and inadequate urban furniture hinder the full
realization of this potential.

The results of the one-sample t-test indicated that place attachment in Imam Khomeini Street, Qazvin, is
influenced by a duality. On one hand, identity—functional components such as memorability and activity
diversity, as the strengths of the space, provide a favorable foundation for enhancing citizens’ sense of
attachment. On the other hand, welfare—security components, including social security and urban furniture,
represent weaknesses that hinder the full realization of this potential. Therefore, strategic planning for this
area should be based on investment and focused efforts to address these weaknesses.

The main innovation of this study lies in the combined use of SWOT and QSPM techniques to prioritize
strategies and develop actionable projects. The proposed strategies, including enhancing social interactions,
organizing the physical environment, improving security, and supporting local businesses, provide a suitable
framework for strengthening place attachment.
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Highlights

- The study aims to enhance the sense of place attachment along Imam Khomeini Street in Qazvin by emphasizing perceptual,
social, and physical dimensions.

- The integration of SWOT and QSPM models provides an effective framework for developing and prioritizing strategies to improve
urban spaces.

- Thefindings show that accessibility, memorability, and the diversity of activities are among the most influential factors in enhancing
the sense of urban belonging.
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Urban planning, as a key instrument for shaping the physical form and identity of cities,
significantly contributes to strengthening this sense. This study aims to identify the main
factors influencing place attachment and examine them within the context of Imam Khomeini
Street, located in the Imamzadeh Hossein district of Qazvin’s District 1.

To achieve this, a conceptual model was developed through a review of theoretical literature.
Field surveys and structured questionnaires were conducted, and data were analyzed using |urban Space

SPSS with descriptive and inferential statistical methods, including the one-sample t-test. The |sense of Belonging
SWOT analysis technique was then applied to formulate a vision, objectives, strategies, and | vitality

policies aligned with the identified factors and theoretical findings. Finally, using the results ||dentity

of internal and external environmental assessments and the Quantitative Strategic Planning |social Interaction.
Matrix (QSPM), proposed strategies were prioritized, and a strategic plan for the area was
designed.

Identifying the factors influencing place attachment helps strengthen urban identity, spatial
quality, and social interaction. The findings indicate that the most influential environmental
variables include accessibility and legibility, social security, memorability, interaction, human
scale and proportion, diversity of activities, distinctive natural or built elements, and urban
furniture. These variables can be categorized into three main dimensions: perceptual—
cognitive, socio—cultural, and physical-environmental. Ultimately, integrating community
needs and preferences into the planning and design process can create urban spaces that are
not only visually appealing but also foster deeper emotional connections between citizens and
their surroundings, reinforcing the sense of place attachment.
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