Iranian Journal of

Asian Studies (IJAS)

Vol. 2, No. 1 Serial No. 3, Autumn & Winter 2025

]U[A\S Iranian Journal of Asian Studies

Journal Homepage: https://ijas.shirazu.ac.ir
doi: https://doi.org/10.22099/1JAS.2025.53380.1039

Research Article

The Role of the State in Singapore's Developmental
Transition

Saeed Safi Ardahai'’, Ahmad Movasaghi®

1. PhD candidate in political science majoring in public policy, Faculty of Law and Political
Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

2. Professor of Political Science Department, Faculty of Law and Political Science, University
of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

Article history: Received: 01/06/2025 Accepted: 11/07/2025

Abstract

Introduction

The combination of high economic growth and political authoritarianism,
and the prominent role of the government in Singapore's economic growth
and development, makes us aware of specific characteristics that differ from
the Western model. The key role of the Singaporean government in this
developmental transition prompted us to examine its role in development
policymaking and the characteristics of such a government. By analysing the
components of this government, we can understand what enabled the
Singaporean state to play a key role in this developmental transition.

Methodology

The main question of the present study is: What was the role of the state in
Singapore's developmental transition, and what characteristics of this
government enabled it to lead it?

To answer this question, we will analyse the components of the Singaporean
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state and assess the status of this government using Leftwich's variables for a
developmental state to gauge its degree of development.

Findings

The term developmental state entered development literature as an abstract
term from the development experience of Japan and then some East and
Southeast Asian countries. The experience of economic growth in countries
such as South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, China, Hong Kong, and Malaysia,
and the increase in the level of welfare and living standards of the people of
these countries, caused a phenomenon to occur that is referred to as the
economic miracle. Despite the differences between these countries, most
theorists searched for the factors behind the success of these countries in the
political and institutional arenas of these countries, and the theory of the
developmental state was formulated by referring to the arena of politics and
the "link between economics and politics” and the issue of "the state™ as the
center of development, and only such a state can guide the developmental
transition. The research findings show that development goes beyond
economic growth and requires radical changes in the social system, class
displacement, and industrialisation through the unigue and special role and
function of a developmental state. Singapore has also succeeded in
transitioning to a developed state with the special role of the state under a
process of revolution from above and using development policymaking and
components such as strategic and political pragmatism and a foreign
perspective. The Singaporean government was able to lead development
because it had the characteristics of a developmental state. In Singapore, the
main centre of the developmental elite is the Singapore People's Action
Party. The People's Action Party has won all elections since independence
and is, in a way, the dominant party in Singapore. The Economic
Development Board has been the central organisation guiding development
in Singapore, and its main task is to focus on promoting investment and
attracting capital. The Singaporean government still has a high degree of
independence and has a high ability to manage conflicts between the
government and the private sector or between the private sectors. This
prominent role of the government has been recognised by the private sector
and continues to this day. The management of the government's relations
with the domestic private sector, the foreign private sector, especially
multinational corporations and foreign governments, and the continuous
success of the Singaporean government in managing these sectors for
seventy years, demonstrates the high ability of the Singaporean
developmental State to manage the economic interests of the private sector
and direct capital towards development goals. Singapore's civil society has
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been described as relatively weak and often under the control of the
government. The government clearly promotes intervention in social affairs
and its perception of national interests. In Singapore, we see an exchange
between the government and the citizens. Functional legitimacy or rapid and
continuous economic and development successes over decades allow the
single-party government to maintain its political legitimacy without the need
to share power with others.

Conclusion

The Singaporean government had a high degree of development in the style
of Leftwich's developmental state, and for this reason, it was able to lead a
developmental transition and achieve one of the most stunning and
miraculous growths.

Keywords: Singapore, Developmental State, Developmental Transition,
Singapore Development, Political Economy.
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