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A Study of a New Symbol in Shahriar's Poetry

Mahdi Ramazani*

Introduction

The transformation of symbols and literary imageries in contemporary Persian poetry stands as one of the
most salient indicators of stylistic and thematic changes in this era. Literary interaction with the West —
particularly with French literature— has provided fertile ground for semantic innovation, defamiliarization,
and the redefinition of classical symbols. Mohammad-Hossein Shahriar, one of the influential figures in
modern Persian poetry, has, drawing upon his lived experiences and linguistic competence, re-envisioned
the symbol of the planet Venus (Zohreh/Anahita) in an innovative and distinct manner. This article,
adopting a comparative and semiotic approach, examines the origin and the mechanism of the formulation
of the novel symbol “the shepherd of the heavens” (Shaban-e Falak) ascribed to Venus in Shahriar’s poetry,
and seeks to elucidate its position within the broader process of the transformation of symbols in

contemporary Persian poetry.

Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative analysis of literary texts and historical sources. The research entailed the
collection and frequency analysis of instances of the Venus symbol in Shahriar’s poetry, the investigation
of its historical background in classical Persian texts and authoritative dictionaries, and the examination of
French sources —including Larousse and Robert dictionaries as well as nineteenth-century French literary

texts— aimed at identifying analogous semantic patterns. Furthermore, Shahriar’s biographical and cultural
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background and his linguistic interactions with the intellectual figures of his time have been considered as

supplementary data within the framework of comparative evaluation.

Discussion

The findings of this study demonstrate that, although Venus has predominantly been identified in the
Persian literary tradition as the goddess of music and beauty, Shahriar, through the adoption of the
expression “the shepherd of the heavens” (and “morning star’’/*shepherd’s star”), opened up new semantic
horizons for this celestial body. In French popular culture, the epithet “shepherd’s star” (Etoile du Berger),
owing to Venus’s astronomical property of visibility at dawn and dusk, evokes the meaning of guidance
for shepherds. Linguistic and intertextual evidence indicates that Shahriar was not a mere imitator; rather,
by creatively assimilating the foreign motif, he transformed and indigenized the symbolic function of
Venus. This symbolic transformation should be contextualized within the three principal waves of Western
influence on modern Persian poetry, representing the substantial capacity of contemporary Iranian poetry

to synthesize tradition and innovation.

Conclusion

The present research reveals that the selection and re-creation of the “shepherd of the heavens” symbol in
Shahriar’s poetry results from a conscious and deliberate process of defamiliarization from classical models
and the establishment of a multilayered approach to meaning-making in contemporary Persian poetry.
Shahriar’s achievement in this domain lies in his authentic synthesis of Persian and French cultural
elements, producing a novel and original image that serves as an exemplary case of intercultural capacity-
building and symbolic transformation in modern Iranian literature. Accordingly, this study not only
explicates the origin and mechanism underlying the formation of this particular symbol, but also opens new

horizons for comparative semiotic research and the study of literary relations between Iran and the West.

Keywords: Shahriyar, French language, Venus, the constellation of shepherd, allusion

References

Arianpour, Y. (1971). From Saba to Nima (1500 years history of Persian literature). Zavvar. [in
Persian]

Chevalier, J., & Gheerbrant, A. (2003). Dictionary of symbols (S. Fazayeli, Trans. & Ed.).
Jayhoun. [in Persian]

Fotouhi Roudmajani, M. (2006). Rhetorics of the image. Sokhan. [in Persian]

Karimi-Hakkak, A. (2005). The dawn of modernity in Persian poetry (M. Jafari, Trans.).
Morvarid. [in Persian]

Mohammadi, M. H. (1995). Dictionary of allusion in contemporary poetry. Mitra. [in Persian]



Journal of Poetry Studies, Vol 17, Issue 3, Ser 65, 2025

Mosaffa, A. (1996). Dictionary of astrology term. Institute for History and Culture of Iran. [in
Persian]

Pournamdarian, T., Raefer, A., & Shakeri, J. (2012). A study and interpretation of several
symbols in contemporary poetry. Contemporary Persian Literature, 2(1), Institute for
Humanities and Cultural Studies. [in Persian]

Shafiei Kadkani, M. R. (2011). With lamp and mirror (3rd ed.). Sokhan. [in Persian]

Shahriar, M. H. (2010). Collected poems (11th ed.). Zarrin & Negah. [in Persian]

Shamisa, S. (1998). Dictionary of literary allusions (myths, rituals, beliefs, science, etc.) (Vol.
1). Ferdows. [in Persian]

Yahaghi, M. J. (1996). Dictionary of myths and allusions in Persian literature. Institute for

Humanities and Cultural Studies - Soroush. [in Persian]



/;( .
YAYYOV i & IE

Pl

. X) o

o ? sH o #
N DS S A%
. V-l
\f'f/“:'g Shiraz University

Jea b JY Jw 859 cgallio

AA-Q) (0 S W qo9w csalasd

DOI: 10.22099/JBA.2025.52830.4628

2V sew g2 39 o) GOlod (wy p

Flas, saee

Ol olee Slusl 53 Gl pl oS alales 5 S 0SS o ﬁmbdw SusA Rals rb)&;il&n&bc;lﬁ:‘
oz 1SSl ale Ol ol Slasl y calie JET 4 0,8 Dlasl U ads el e slacd s b LU, )l 3 5

f).:‘JLZALg‘f ‘W]ﬁju}w@‘&ﬁ4{.19){]4‘0.>ﬁ[)1).>u.§j<~3 CJY)&ML& nj&l.au Ql:;_)]ﬁts&uo)'}}

3l &IJJ&MTQHJB;A:»JA\? j::‘l:c,;u“ ey Ol el (s &2 Ogzman e pl Sv colo Ol el

>)54{,mk;mu}wufﬂegg;;}g)gﬂsﬁ:@pw\ﬁ..m;hp}'\)é.\i»,L;uau‘eaﬁﬁ}u

hd}-bojﬁ) L‘/&uw\d‘ﬁé)ﬁCAAA'(J\:ALJ/JJ}JJ=)bﬁ)éb&)ybb‘})f‘.‘)\fw‘)'é‘w‘w}
j&lﬁfﬁ@\ﬁhl&)})‘ééﬁ*b&ﬁ)ﬁd'C,..,u\o.l&j)m((&buui)u‘}«.@m;&béﬁlf;-éjsjg

i Lo s il O les S i (ol b 523 5 i Ol 515 0 gmemn Glels ST s s 5 il 3 0L

el 63 5 4l 3 Slosl U o Gl ul Gl s s gl GBslo

G&U S QL«Z cojA)' cw\jﬁ QL) cjk.i).@.& ‘5-\:15 ‘S\Aej‘}

mehdi.ramazani85@gmail.com .ol 1« 5 5,0 ol &l )b Slosl 5 0Ly SLskal ’

\E-£/0/D :allio yb )33 &b NEE/V/YY 1o w3l )y &)U

COPYRIGHTS ©2025 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
|@ @ Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the
Original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.


https://doi.org/10.22099/jba.2025.52830.4628
mailto:mehdi.ramazani85@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8714-1815

(70 2be) VE=E 3uals ¥ (50 losds AV Jw /(3] gliwgs) (59 3 p2i s&kx0 qy
dadie )

G Ll (sl 0lS 5 5 ObndS slaasbage slinsl 5 OedSSl 5 (6515 Sty 2l 53 Ol Jlste glacnsls 5l
b ol Jammis dgad s s o ool cliaaly pl 328 5 8 Sl O Ols )3 352 50 Comd s 3 ks (65550
sla s fjl-“ JUzl 5 aax 5 0L 2 O 5dllls W;U Gk Sl S el 5 candl B ossas gl 4 OL el el 5!
Wzl ol B 0L 4 s Lo ol 0 sy Oladas oles LT 3 oS Ll 51 S (18wl 1, o8
21 sl s eade 0L ol ey 4l 3 OL5 5 3L s il B s edis 05 el Ol 2 3l (6 S 4
(52U s 55 Slegdas 52 5 Ol s 5555l oDl (YO YO (g T S)) ol an 3o ol
BT (gt 5 elonl e 515 pad Wl sl b o g gl Slosl 5 K 2 U bl s, 2 53 e
ot sbad 1y 86 o S50k s e 055 5 S A S (Y (B8 D sl b O (s md
Slsl b Bas 2 e sl 5 bl 5 (S5 ST i S Slsl T S ey 5 SIS
oz 5 b 34 (S L (Ggennd o35 il et 1ol 4Bl i e e a3 )l ad s ol
Siley gLz 53 oS Wajlal 5 Gusbadn sltla s 36 e ol a8 IS8 ol ol JUSH 5 58 slac b
Fop ad 53 8 ad 0y BB Blg 5 ol syete @l 5 OIS S by Lo 0 Slela U
Sl o 0213 G s Sl rd e Shald nd 3 5 b e sl bl WS oo 4 ol
(VY YA SSUS aid)

Lasles 1,5 el Laslad 5 slead (g9 ol pslios OV gt 3 ssias oolas Slosl 53 457 olae ) g alas
) e 08 Jsl Gtes sl SN 500 1y (Sl SN o 5 Ol s 53 gliae w3 S5 5 ks UL
G s s sbaales Gl s il gl Olele oS Gl S s e led 4 bl S5 85 Lelse o S
3 ey 5l FL K Gl ol Ol (o ol ol Glps ol b g ol Ly glsy bl
Ol 5 F0 A TAY OKan 5 0Ll ) K lme g5lusl by b &Y o0 opl 30 Co ol
sl e 5 O g 4 o335 oo Jolse Jhan T o sl s S5 0l 80 YAV (S5 (55
Sl Llanils 28 01 s 55 Oler ool slacsSe L3l 5 LT oot 5 (5 m sbe (I3l alae Gos s plad
Sley 5 SeadS slad 5 5 gl GBS s & el CEM 0 Ollats OUS 3 53 5 peee (s
Ryt gme 5 g geal Coed § el 35 5 4 pad Coale S Sl slal pl oS el es S il s
OOV YA 58 .S ) T hizes gline (3L o

Holatls py op s glasled 5 las gy BT5L 4 b 558k 51 L0 Lt epa 0ol (S Ol cnl 5o
S Gt O a8 (gnled sl axtla (Legis) o) S g 5l (65 45 ol (g3les O a5 (64 505
2R opl il el b me (S5 0Ly Olge 4 b e a3 e se G4l Olsie a0 b Slosl s O

251550 0L el md 3 eddg3ls s sl ol J\;’-LJ#&@«SW\ ol



qy o) B3ue [ Jl pahs pauls )3 93 G3Las () 2

Cow Y

ol o ol Gl ST e O Slilaze 5 5l Aty jyslad el 20 g Ol 3 e L
J.LYJL;AJ)JJQ))\Jdﬂl?-b‘}wc)l{'ﬁﬁpﬁgﬂ44.bj.vf)l&&‘).)cdbw‘j%‘b@ﬁ@‘)}kﬂ;@d‘ﬁ&
S e 500kt JS 53 bt oS Wl e Ol sl s Glaarlias 4ar 5 Ls Loed a5 b ate daley
Jrjjhwc@)’\)\i%gburﬂ};)b66ﬁ}wU@j\.zﬁ)\%‘)gﬂi&@j\&\} JA“;‘}P-JQJQPLA\G
sl 03,5 nglbﬁsuj@}bjw ol L ,L o Sl S Gl bl oy goolew 4 by e ol Sl
RS 3ol delew il Hlgsl 5 5 B Lol @)UJJASC,M\ o3 s SLis by e polas pl CA2
w&.ﬁjw\sdpbfujo)j}w\)séjAS‘J::‘C,.w‘eéf)lijg.&&‘w}a‘)\wﬁbcﬂj@'tfw‘.hw&:ja

ZJ\J‘_;GLB}M:J:)LA?Cﬁ‘@%bd{bj‘o‘f;u:ab}ct}sb

02t Plrae 55l e e LS G S s ol i e I

a0 a3 3 01 53 Sl oS s o axlsn bl boyas ool S antlo sladl VY 3 opl esdle

Osal o alS Ol ol aS 03 S sldald Jlgm s by o) ) md 5o Jlie gl sl 05 S 5L (S 0L s Ol e

HE VoUW QI
O oy aam ol ety O3 gl 23 3T o )
M3 5 gl o e sl oS as
g ol (54 S ol | e S 1""C’ 5 e O i
Gsdam Y S Oy i) S ol Sips S s
| > 4 ; Col .\\()\ AT} | vl ;',u b‘lé\A 34
(AYA :Olea)

fnl 03 oy 01 3 Koz 0l 1y oy 5 ol |, b oS 55 2 s L
Cils it S LS s il Gl 3 Rd o) O S p
Cols Sy el izt ;) Gaaior O &S 8 Sor O ol ol Jdw 5 e b
(MA :0len)

Al e S B O S adgs e g LS K60 p) 0L
(Y¥Y :0kn)

IS Pl Glea 3t b S sl o s LS ey
LS e Slplo s e S bl Bl L s s, S sl s e U e
IS e GBS 5 st e O L e S e AU e e 0 U
S o Sl Saiag Olomad (pop i e s eiedd Lagslogis Fb s L
IS e Sl 2l g g st Olea b e Oladige 5 cnl (A el Ll



(70 Hale) V=€ Saals o o slosds AV Yl /(21 Glinwgs) (9 33 p2ih s &kzo ag
IS e Glel sl e s ren b Oleul Wilea s, Sl s o aj S
(Y¥Y :0lea)

bl 43 e il g ye S b5 (S polee 5 b e O,els BT 53 ol b s i
e 534S ol (S e sla S cnm 6 a5 ol 4l s e sl =0 wSam s sl opl (S50 e s
Jle gl sl sl 1T Caliks

ol i g e SBCso pl 3y 53 eamd Sl Mo K d daiz)) OUS s lhas Ladll sl -
5 S sy 03,8 030560 dy e my sl O slin. (ool e ansliie laoslw 31 ((VENUS) Lal/o a5
o L g esls il alas 05 5 St e pns 5 Ok 35 5 Slsidap s Slesuin 5 (Ko 5 850585) oo
lian) (33,500 5Ll omsls 255 2 30 b 03 ol Sehoos DI 5 (S5l 5 55 5 & kil o025 el 2 s
(FFA ATVO

Gy ko s 51 0T e 31l o8 — s (5 pad dalpd 3l L o ja5 sla S5 DR 5o bt g e
103 S Olge e —l C)b'-
el rol s Al Lo a5 —
el 3o 5 o b s 56T 5 6 Shs gl e pa) -
Lles S slAakd LS 5 aimb S5 150,85 -
sl Ol 0 T oD ol —
el 5 oy Sos gl -
A S 1585 om0 4 1 Clas sl o SOLES 53 0 a5 -
L0AY YWY (licad) (laiS 5 g (S0 10 ol g 55 0,05 O —

534S p s Olamel 3 0230 1l ol o Lol i s 6 Solosl s _lewls S LE 5 bl] Koa s OIS s
Ko ja g0 Ol Slist 5 O Kialy o s oo 5 oo 30 3 0 | (atl L o050 S OB 55, 55 .5 dal )l
(L) o St 4 alus el (s ens blal b3 5 Cuss BT Gl bl s oS sl s s AL
LFTY ATVO
Lo il ol oylil Shs L 4 S syl Ll LSO U Gl oles e Cilmalr Kia 8 OUS s —
Sl et o3 Ll e o & s 5 6 SLt gl o Olesmie (Sdiuend Gib 2 45 ol (Glo sl dal
DYVY (Shomee) (Enl 0l 0 o (S35 0500 i 15 51 CIB Ol 5 0l sl 3l (slads sy 0,85 5L S
(YO

L Olejen & Sl 5l jaspn ool oY ulie I3 s Gl SUT o 3 e Slo s 50 51 S
e 355 polae o3l SNV L L e obal 585 Ol ax ST .dlesls (g5, ate p ,els cpl cled Ol s
Oloss o3 5 anils g 55 BB bl el 3 OL5 L 65 & ol O 51 (S (Kan b o3 dalpd ool Sy 15

JA&J)LLS)\ cw‘fﬁjw C,\-w\ 4.:}-‘.>ﬁ w;‘)u\y)dlifjsu J\.\JLA gfj'p 43.“2-).7 d‘;@u‘)l}b.ﬂ LS‘UJL&A‘UJ‘F}J



1 SU0) S [ el puds )3 95 5 3lad () 2
Lol B o G pa 8 i 5 e ol Ol eala Galo e S0l 5 el sl slae e b s
w5 L OVl et pldT a3 45 035 age balgs Sl etndls 13 anil s Slusl eisa bl o)
O3l o sl Cilisa gl s 3 (slos 1S 3l cansl 3 0L Lo gt e Slusl b W ol ol 03,51
el 23S sl Sl et BT 55 (5t slaggluliad 5 B (s i 5 e laslla daazy |
2L e 5ah sl 6 At G ls gl oS 38 558 Ol e andl B Dbl L ed BluS s Bde w a5 L
Szl Al b pniley CiSa 5l e BB 50 T wlalid plos 5 bl Sl as SLS 4 by s
ol Al s ot Sl el 4Bl 3 ged Sl s 5Ll 53 5 el OT la Sy o Soer ) S esilushl o oS
o35 5 Olpen b A dal ot sy clags a0 e Sl s smil 3 ool ol e Lo T sla i 3 e b

BeEB) RUE-S H
| oJﬂTMQl&ﬁ 60)[.3)5 ‘u-‘ﬁjy ngljsuwljs ‘_5]2....2&.’[5);

Berger, ére, personnage qui garde un troupeau des moutons, qui le soigne. (...) — Etoile du
berger: la planéte VVénus. (Larousse, 2010: 130)
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Vénus, planéte du systéme solaire, située entre Mercure et la Terre. Visible tantot dés le

coucher du Soleil, tantét avant son lever, elle est observée depuis 1’Antiquité et

traditionnellement appelé 1’étoile du Berger.
(Larousse, 2010: 1741)
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Vénus n. f, deuxiéme planete a partir du Soleil, elle est aussi appelée étoile du Berger, étant le premier et
le dernier astre visible, dans le ciel nocturne (Le Robert électronique, 2014: entrée Vénus)
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