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ARTICLE INFO Abstract

The aim of this research is to conduct a qualitative study of the causes and
contexts of second-year high school students' unwillingness to study
philosophy within the philosophy education unit. The research method is
qualitative, employing a grounded theory approach. In this study, 25
philosophy and logic teachers from the city of Tabriz were selected
through purposive sampling. Sampling continued until data saturation was
achieved. The findings indicate that the lack of development in students'
skills and the neglect of thinking are causal conditions related to students’
unwillingness. The categories of lack of contextualization in philosophy
education, weakness in the educational quality of the philosophy learning
unit, lack of perceived need for education, and disregard for the specialized
capacity of philosophy teachers constitute the underlying conditions. The
analysis further indicates that the dominance of a materialistic attitude
toward education, the commaodification of education, and the monetization
of education are intervening conditions. Participants identified the
desirability of the educational structure and interactions, improvement of
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The aim of this research is to conduct a
qualitative study of the causes and contexts
underlying second-year high  school
students’ unwillingness to study philosophy
within the philosophy education unit. In
essence, the main objective of the study is to
explore why, despite the existence of a
philosophy teaching unit in the second year
of secondary education, students show little
interest or enthusiasm for philosophical
studies or for continuing their education in
philosophy at the higher education level.
Considering that no qualitative research has
addressed this issue, the need to respond to
this research gap led the researchers to adopt
a qualitative approach using grounded
theory methodology. A review of scientific
databases indicates that existing studies
mainly emphasize strategies for motivating
students to engage with the philosophy
learning unit, which differs from the purpose
of the present study.

Methods

The research method is qualitative and was
conducted using grounded theory. It seeks to
identify the process of creating motivation
for philosophical studies through the
philosophy teaching unit in the second year
of high school by using in-depth interviews.
The participants of this research were 25
philosophy and logic teachers in Tabriz, who
were selected through purposive sampling.
The sampling process continued until data
saturation was achieved. In the analysis
stage, the collected data were reviewed,
similar responses were merged, and
unrelated data were removed. The concepts
obtained from the data were reanalyzed
through coding. In order to create broader
categories, axial coding was used, in which
similar codes in terms of nature and meaning
were placed in the same category. Finally,
through selective coding, the main category
of the research was extracted.

Findings & Conclousion

The findings from the interviews with the
participants show that the categories of
defects in the process of inquiry and skill

development, lack of development of
students' skills, and neglect of thinking in
schools function as causal conditions. The
categories of lack of inclusion of philosophy
in the education system, weakness in the
educational quality of the philosophy
learning unit, lack of feeling the need to
learn philosophy, and neglect of teachers'
specialized capacities function as underlying
conditions in students' lack of motivation for
philosophical studies.The analysis of the
data obtained from the interviews also
indicates that the categories of dominance of
materialistic attitudes toward education,
commodification of education, dominance
of traditional education, and monetization of
education ~ function as  intervening
conditions. The participants considered the
categories of desirability of the structure and
interactions of education, improvement of
the educational environment, and attention
to active methods in teaching philosophy as
strategies to motivate students toward
philosophical studies. Analyzing the
statements of the participants, the categories
of students' education, crystallization of
wisdom, and students' bioethics were
identified as the consequences of motivating
students toward philosophical studies. The
central category in this research is the
concept of the systematic hegemony of the
market system over education.

After analyzing the findings from the
interviews, reducing the data, and coding
them in relation to the motivation of second-
year secondary students toward
philosophical studies through the philosophy
teaching unit, the concept of the systematic
hegemony of the market system over
education was extracted.

Discusion

Many of the participating teachers believed
that the current education system, instead of
training students to be thinkers who are
creative and analytical, leads them to focus
only on specific situations of success, such
as entrance examinations. It seems that it has
little connection with deepening learning or
teaching students how to think critically. In
this educational system, students are
regarded as mechanical individuals who
must focus their minds and intellectual
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abilities on specific subjects that lead to
success in particular situations and only
learn superficially how to respond to
questions.

This type of education system does not seek
to make students skilled individuals.
Students do not learn life skills during their
educational process, and they are not
adequately taught critical thinking or how to
think properly. In this type of education,
most communication is one-way, and
emphasis is placed on individual success.

In such a system of education, critical
thinking has little place, and students'
cognitive capacities are mainly used to retain
content. During education, students are not
expected to be innovative or creative, and
more emphasis is placed on discipline in the
school environment. The best students in this
system are those who ask fewer questions
and instead listen to the teachers' content.
Students avoid expressing innovative ideas,
critical questions, and scientific curiosity. In
such an educational environment, it seems
that teaching philosophy, which seeks to
teach thinking and critical thinking, will not
develop significantly, and students will not
have the desire to pursue philosophical
studies.

Keywords

philosophical  studies,  philosophy  education,
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investigation process, commodification of education
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