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Abstract

In contemporary higher education, higher-order thinking skills, particularly
critical thinking, are of paramount importance. One of the essential
requirements for students to succeed in the job market and society is the
ability to think critically, enabling them to solve problems and address
challenges effectively. The Comparative Literature course is a fundamental
subject for undergraduate students of Arabic Language and Literature and
gains even greater significance at the graduate level. Given the importance
of critical thinking skills in courses such as Comparative Literature—which
provide a suitable platform for dialogue, analysis, and critique—designing
an effective curriculum framework for this course is both essential and
timely. This study adopts a mixed-methods approach using a sequential
exploratory design (qualitative—quantitative). It examines various theories
related to critical thinking as a key variable and, based on these theories and
the final consensus of experts in Arabic curriculum development,
educational sciences, and psychology, proposes a curriculum framework
for Comparative Literature. The framework is structured around core
curriculum components: objectives, content, teaching—learning strategies,
and assessment methods. To ensure its validity, the framework was
reviewed by experts, who recommended it as an effective tool.
Consequently, the framework was validated, with specialists endorsing 10
criteria for objectives, 18 for content, 10 for teaching—learning strategies,
and 9 for assessment methods.
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Introduction

Thinking and contemplation are
fundamental principles that define the value
and status of human beings. Given the
paradigmatic shift in the mission of higher
education—emerging  from  modernist
thought—the primary responsibility of
universities is to cultivate learners who,
beyond merely memorizing information,
have developed the ability to -classify,
analyze, and interpret data effectively. This
transformation equips individuals with
critical analysis, debate, and problem-
solving  skills, ultimately  fostering
leadership and professional growth. (Shah
Talabi et al., 2015, p. 5)

Therefore, achieving higher-order thinking
and self-awareness among learners is
essential for developing proficiency in
cognitive processes and problem-solving.
This issue is particularly significant in
higher education, where educational goals
can only be realized if the curriculum is
appropriately designed to support them. Paul
et al. (2006, p. 64) argue that a dedicated
portion of the curriculum should be allocated
to critical thinking, as it underpins effective
decision-making and guides learners toward
independent and appropriate approaches in
confronting real-world challenges.

The course on Comparative Literature is a
core subject in the undergraduate curriculum
of Arabic Language and Literature.
Accordingly, it is crucial to emphasize this
course in terms of objectives, content,
teaching—learning strategies, and assessment
methods.

Research Questions and Objectives

This study examines various theories related
to critical thinking as a key research
variable, identifying and extracting their
theoretical, philosophical, social, and
psychological foundations from diverse
sources. Based on these foundations, it
determines the key components and skills of
critical ~ thinking most suitable for
undergraduate students of Arabic Language
and Literature. The study also seeks to
design a Comparative Literature curriculum
framework grounded in critical thinking,
incorporating core curriculum elements:

objectives,  content, teaching—learning
strategies, and assessment methods.

The research addresses the following
questions:

1. What are the optimal objectives,
content, teaching—learning
strategies, and assessment methods
for a Comparative Literature
curriculum framework based on
critical thinking for undergraduate
students of Arabic Language and
Literature?

2. How do experts evaluate the validity
of the proposed curriculum

framework?
Methods
This study employed a mixed-methods
approach,  specifically a  sequential
exploratory design (qualitative—

quantitative), implemented in several
phases. First, qualitative data were collected
and analyzed. Based on findings from the
qualitative phase, quantitative data were
gathered and analyzed. Finally, the
validation process was completed by
integrating qualitative and quantitative data,
establishing a  connection  between
qualitative  analysis and quantitative
findings.

Results

In response to the first research question, 10
attributes were proposed for objectives, 18
for content, 10 for teaching—learning
strategies, and 9 for assessment methods, all
validated by experts.

To address the second research question, a
four-section questionnaire comprising 47
items (10 for objectives, 18 for content, 10
for teaching—learning strategies, and 9 for
assessment methods) was distributed to 36
experts for final validation. The Content
Validity Ratio (CVR) and reliability
coefficient of the questionnaire were
calculated (see Tables 1 and 2).

Table 1: Content Validity Index (CVI) of the
Questionnaire for the Four Curriculum
Elements (Final Validation)
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Curriculum N1 N CVR
Elements Value
Objectives 10 36 18.72
Content 18 36 19.33
Teaching- 10 36 14.85
Learning

Strategies

Assessment 9 36 17.62
Methods

Overall 47 36 70.52
Questionnaire

Content - - 0.85
Validity

Index (CVI)

Table 2: Reliability Coefficient (Cronbach’s
Alpha) of the Questionnaire for the Four
Curriculum Elements (Final Validation)

Curriculu | Number | Num | Cronbac

m of ber of | h’s

Elements | Respond | Items | Alpha
ents

Objective | 36 10 0.93

S

Content 36 18 0.92

Teaching- | 36 10 0.97

Learning

Strategies

Assessme | 36 9 0.95

nt

Methods

Overall 36 47 0.98

Questionn

aire

Based on the data, the identified attributes
aligned with critical thinking skills for the
Comparative Literature curriculum were
deemed valid and reliable, with a Content
Validity Index (CVI) of 0.85 and an overall
reliability coefficient of 0.98. These results
confirm that the proposed Comparative
Literature course framework based on
critical thinking skills meets required
standards and is recognized as an optimal
framework by experts in curriculum studies,
psychology, and educational sciences.

Discussion and Conclusion

Objectives

Ten key attributes were identified based on
critical thinking components. Under the
interpretation  skill, the history of
Comparative Literature in Western, Eastern,

and Middle Eastern contexts, along with
comparative literature theories, should be
categorized. Key concepts of interliterary
relations and their application in analyzing
interactions between Arabic literature and
world literature should be decoded.
Developments and  challenges in
Comparative Literature should be illustrated
with examples from Arabic literature, and
the relationship between Comparative
Literature and other disciplines should be
clarified.

Under the reasoning skill, both classical and
modern theories of Comparative Literature
should be examined, and research methods
should be analyzed and categorized within
studies on Arabic literature and its
interaction with other literary traditions.

Content

Eighteen components were developed based
on five skills: interpretation, reasoning,
inference, evaluation, and assumption. For
interpretation, the content includes:
Exploration and critique of social issues
Understanding theoretical foundations and
schools of Comparative Literature
Structuring classifications and identifying
frameworks and differences in Arabic and
Persian sources

Recognizing challenges in Comparative
Literature theories with examples
Interpreting key concepts in interliterary
relations (influence, interaction, imitation,
adaptation, inspiration, coincidence,
similarity, literary borrowings)

Presenting reasoned arguments regarding
the historical, cultural, and social influence
of Arabic literature on world literature

For reasoning, the content emphasizes
challenging discussions, providing
foundational knowledge (e.g., research
methods in Comparative Literature and their
application to Arabic literary studies), and
enabling students to make informed
decisions in research and practical training.

Teaching—Learning Strategies
Problem-based learning

Indirect instructional strategies
Active learning through collaboration
Interactive teaching

Process-oriented skill development
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Concept mapping to illustrate relationships
between concepts

Scaffolding  techniques  to  reduce
dependence

Research-oriented and  project-based
approaches

Integrated methods such as Q&A, group
discussions, critiques, analyses, and
brainstorming

Assessment Methods:

Qualitative  descriptive evaluation via
written and oral exams

Various assessments (diagnostic, formative,

summative)
Alternative  assessments  (observations,
interviews, self-assessment, peer

assessment, report writing, e-portfolios)
Collaborative and group-based evaluations
Assessments based on application of
multiple intelligences

Process-oriented assessments with
continuous feedback

Project-based evaluations (individual and
group projects) and e-portfolio development
Analytical, critical, open-ended, and
divergent assessments

This comprehensive framework ensures that
the  Comparative  Literature  course,
grounded in critical thinking skills,
effectively develops analytical, evaluative,
and interpretative abilities, aligning with the
needs of Arabic literature scholars and
researchers.
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