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Abstract
Language is a fundamental tool for communication among
humans, and it is shaped and developed through interaction
with society and culture. Roman Jakobson, by presenting a
© theory in the field of communication, introduced six main
% functions of language based on various factors in the
% communication process. Accordingly, examining the functions
N Keywords: of language in curricula-especially in the book "Arabic: The
o e Language Language of the Quran 3" for twelfth grade-is of particular
D functions importance, as it can play an effective role in strengthening
'% e« Roman students’ communication skills. Based on this, the present
é Jakobson study, using content analysis and a descriptive approach,
e Arabic investigates the presence and distribution of Roman Jakobson’s
Language language functions in various sections of the book "Arabic: The
Book Language of the Quran 3" for twelfth grade. The findings show
¢ Second that all six language functions of Jakobson’s theory are present
< secondary in the book, but their distribution is not uniform. The
< school metalinguistic function, with a share of 44.99% of all units, has
S the largest share, indicating that the book mainly focuses on
§ linguistic ability and logical thinking. This imbalance indicates
Qv the dominance of a logical and structural educational approach
(',Z)' to language, with less attention paid to emotional and
n motivational aspects. The study also shows that the content of
@ the book pursues diverse educational goals that are aligned with
= Iran’s cultural and identity context and the connection of the
O Arabic language with Islam, and it can play a role in
strengthening the religious and cultural identity of students.
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1. Introduction

Language, as the primary tool of human communication, constitutes a complex system of
signs and symbols that continuously evolves to reflect socio-cultural transformations. The
20th century witnessed significant advancements in linguistics, leading to the development
of wvarious theoretical frameworks for analyzing language functions and their
communicative roles, most notably Roman Jakobson's communication theory. By
identifying six distinct linguistic functions corresponding to different elements of
communication, this theory provides profound insights into meaning transmission and
audience influence. The application of these linguistic functions in educational materials
carries substantial linguistic, cultural, and pedagogical significance. In the Iranian context,
Arabic language instruction transcends mere educational utility, serving as a vital symbol
of cultural and religious identity (Nabi Ahmadi & Salimi, 2012, pp. 40-41). Arabic
textbooks in Iran are specifically designed to reinforce this identity by introducing students
to Arab-Islamic heritage while developing comprehensive communication skills (reading,
listening, speaking, and writing).

1.2. Research Question(s)

Which linguistic functions are present in the textbook "Arabic as the Language of the
Quran 3" (Humanities Branch) when analyzed through Jakobson's communicative model?
What educational and instructional objectives do these linguistic functions achieve in
teaching Arabic within Iranian schools?

To what extent does the 12th grade Arabic textbook content align with Jakobson's
linguistic communication theory?

2. Literature Review
Roman Jakobson's communication theory constitutes one of the fundamental frameworks
in linguistics that examines the process of meaning transmission through language.
According to this theory, linguistic communication comprises six essential elements: the
addresser (message source), the addressee (receiver), the message (content), the context
(situation), the contact (communication channel), and the code (shared language)
(Boumerdes, 2007: 28-30). Each of these elements corresponds to a specific linguistic
function:
- Emotive function: Expresses the addresser's feelings and attitudes (Jakobson, 1998: 28-
29).
- Conative function: Aims to influence the addressee (Zian, 2016: 97).
- Poetic function: Focuses on the aesthetic aspects and structure of the message (Gharib,
2006: 448).
- Phatic function: Maintains and monitors the communication channel (Abdulkarim, 2019:
41).
- Referential function: Conveys objective information about the external world (Baraka,
1993: 67).
- Metalingual function: Interprets the language itself (Al-Shahri, 2004: 13).
This model demonstrates that language is not merely an information-transfer tool, but
rather a dynamic and multidimensional phenomenon where different functions become
more prominent depending on the context. For instance, in educational texts, the referential
and conative functions tend to dominate, while in poetry, the poetic function takes
precedence. Through this theory, Jakobson shifted linguistics from exclusive focus on
grammatical structures toward analyzing the social applications of language. Today, this
framework enjoys widespread application in analyzing literary texts, media discourse, and
educational materials.

3. Methodology
Numerous studies have examined Roman Jakobson's communication theory and its
applications in textual analysis. For instance, Baraka (1993) elaborated on the theoretical
foundations of Jakobson's model, while Jalaei and Irandoust (2019), through their analysis
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of Arabic textbooks at the secondary level, revealed an imbalance in the distribution of
linguistic functions. Similarly, Tayyebi (2021) emphasized the significance of active
learning strategies in Arabic language acquisition. The present study represents the first
applied research employing Jakobson's framework to analyze Arabic instructional
materials in Iran, with specific focus on the textbook "Arabic as the Language of Quran 3."
The primary objective of this research involves analyzing the six linguistic functions within
the aforementioned textbook based on Jakobson's model to evaluate the alignment between
content and educational objectives, including the enhancement of communicative
competencies and cultural identity. Additionally, the study aims to provide practical
recommendations for improving instructional quality.

This investigation employs a mixed-methods research design. The quantitative content
analysis phase systematically measured the frequency of each linguistic function (e.g.,
referential, emotive, conative) across textual components, visual materials, and exercises.
Subsequently, descriptive-analytical methods were applied to interpret the findings. The
research instrument consisted of a researcher-developed checklist grounded in Jakobson's
theoretical framework, which demonstrated established validity through expert review and
achieved 85% inter-rater reliability (Scott's pi method). The study population comprised all
sections of the textbook, analyzed through complete enumeration.

4. Results & Discussion

The content analysis of the textbook "Arabic as the Language of the Quran 3" based on
Jakobson's communication theory revealed an imbalanced distribution of all six linguistic
functions. The metalingual function dominated at 44.99%, indicating excessive emphasis
on grammatical instruction. Referential (17.79%) and conative (18.61%) functions
appeared at moderate levels, reflecting reasonable attention to educational objectives and
critical thinking. The emotive function was significantly underrepresented at 6.34%,
suggesting weak emotional engagement, while poetic (12.27%) and phatic (13.70%)
functions maintained intermediate presence. This functional imbalance may reduce the
textbook's appeal and pedagogical effectiveness. The textbook's strengths include
comprehensive coverage of linguistic functions, alignment of referential content with
religious identity, and use of literary texts. However, its weaknesses - overemphasis on
metalingual content, insufficient emotional engagement, and lack of modern interactive
exercises - necessitate improvements. Key recommendations include: 1) Reducing
grammatical content in favor of communicative activities; 2) Enhancing emotive and
literary components; 3) Incorporating modern educational technology; 4) Functional
rebalancing during textbook revision; and 5) Conducting teacher training workshops. These
changes would significantly enhance Arabic language instruction quality.

5. Conclusion

This study's analysis of the textbook "Arabic as the Language of the Quran 3" through
Jakobson's communication theory framework revealed that while all six linguistic functions
are present, they exhibit significant imbalance in their distribution. The metalingual
function predominates at 44.99%, reflecting disproportionate emphasis on grammatical
instruction. Conversely, the emotive function appears least frequently at just 6.34%,
indicating inadequate attention to emotional connection with the language. The referential
(17.79%), conative (18.61%), poetic (12.27%), and phatic (13.70%) functions maintain
moderate representation. The findings demonstrate that despite comprehensive coverage of
Jakobson's theoretical aspects, the textbook lacks proper functional equilibrium. The
overemphasis on metalingual content coupled with insufficient emotive elements may
diminish both engagement and instructional effectiveness. To address these limitations, we
recommend: reducing grammatical content volume while expanding emotive and literary
components, and incorporating modern educational technologies. These adjustments would
establish better balance among linguistic functions, ultimately enhancing Arabic language
education quality and more effectively achieving communicative objectives.
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