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Abstract

Sustainable development is balanced growth that preserves the
rights of future generations and meets present environmental,
economic, and social needs without depleting resources. Despite
the importance of curriculum development to meet sustainable
development requirements, analysis of Iranian textbooks reveals
clear gaps in balancing the three dimensions of sustainable
development, especially in Arabic curricula, where theoretical
aspects dominate over integrating practical skills, knowledge
economy concepts, and modern environmental issues. Therefore,
this study aims to address sustainable development in secondary
Arabic textbooks through quantitative content analysis to extract
and count indicators of social, economic, and environmental
dimensions. The study found that the mentioned books strongly
focus on enhancing Islamic values, religious identity, education,
and cultural heritage in the social dimension but suffer from weak
representation of social participation, justice, and civic engagement
indicators, limiting the building of a cohesive, inclusive society
capable of achieving balanced sustainable development. however,
comprehensive development is needed to include knowledge
economy concepts, innovation, and entrepreneurship to prepare a
generation capable of facing sustainable development challenges in
a balanced way. Regarding environmental indicators, the study
observed enhanced theoretical awareness of preserving natural
resources, combating pollution, and caring for water and
agriculture from a traditional Islamic perspective, but it lacks
comprehensive practical coverage of modern environmental issues
such as the green economy and climate change, necessitating
review and development of educational texts to achieve an
integrated balance in sustainable development.
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1. Introduction

Sustainable development, as an approach to balanced growth, emphasizes not only meeting
the needs of the present generation but also safeguarding the rights and resources of future
generations. Education, particularly through textbooks, plays a pivotal role in
institutionalizing the values and concepts of sustainable development. In the contemporary
era, characterized by rapid technological advancements and the emergence of a knowledge-
based economy, the necessity of revising educational content is increasingly felt in order
to prepare students to face global challenges and to play an active role in society (Rezaei
et al. 2016; Rezaei & Akharin, 2018; Babazadeh et al. 2022; Esmaeili & Rahmani, 2024).
So, the present study analyzes the content of Arabic textbooks for the upper secondary level
(Literature and Humanities branch) in Iran to assess the extent to which the three main
dimensions of sustainable development (social, economic, and environmental) are
addressed in these educational resources.

1.2. Research Question(s)

How are the three main dimensions of sustainable development represented in Arabic
textbooks (Literature and Humanities branch) at the secondary level?

Which dimension of sustainable development is most frequently addressed in the
aforementioned textbooks?

2. Literature Review

The concept of sustainable development has its roots in the 1970s and United Nations
conferences, and in recent years, it has gained greater importance with the formulation of
the United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. Sustainable development
comprises three main dimensions: economic— “economic growth without resource
depletion, investment in clean technology, poverty reduction”; social— “social justice,
education, health, gender equality, preservation of cultural heritage”; and environmental—
“protection of natural resources, combating pollution and climate change, use of alternative
energy sources” (Abdul Sattar & Al-Sawi, 2023: 221-222). Education and textbooks are
important tools for conveying these concepts to students and fostering the attitudes and
skills necessary for participation in sustainable development. Research indicates that
education based on sustainable development can lead to the enhancement of positive
personality traits, social responsibility, and readiness to address environmental and social
issues. In this context, Arabic language textbooks, as part of the humanities, play a special
role in transmitting cultural, religious, and social values and can provide the foundation for
educating an aware and responsible generation (Khatiri & Al-Ghafri, 2022: 15).

3. Methodology

This study, employing a quantitative content analysis approach, examined three Arabic
textbooks for the second cycle of secondary education (Literature and Humanities branch)
in Iran. The units of analysis included vocabulary, sentences, images, and exercises, and
the indicators for each dimension of sustainable development were extracted and
categorized based on theoretical sources and upstream documents. The research tool was a
list of the most important indicators of the social, economic, and environmental dimensions
of sustainable development, whose validity and reliability were confirmed by experts. The
literature review indicates that most similar studies have been conducted in Arab countries
and primarily focused on primary or lower secondary education. This study is the first to
specifically analyze Arabic textbooks for the second cycle of secondary education in Iran,
aiming to assess the extent and manner of reflecting sustainable development dimensions
in these books and to identify existing strengths and weaknesses.

4. Results & Discussion
A content analysis reveals that the social dimension of sustainable development receives
the most attention in the examined Arabic books. This dimension primarily focuses on
strengthening Islamic values, religious identity, education, and the transmission of cultural
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heritage. However, indicators such as social participation, social justice, and civic
engagement receive less attention, which could impede the formation of a cohesive,
inclusive, and dynamic society. In the economic dimension, emphasis is placed on the value
of work, production, prudent economics based on Islamic teachings, the importance of
tourism, and unemployment reduction. Attention to rural development and manual skills is
moderate, but concepts such as the knowledge-based economy, innovation, and
entrepreneurship are less visible. These shortcomings could hinder the development of an
entrepreneurial and creative generation capable of facing future economic challenges. In
the environmental dimension, theoretical awareness of the conservation of natural
resources, pollution control, and care for water and agriculture from a traditional Islamic
perspective has been strengthened, but practical and comprehensive attention to modern
topics such as the green economy, climate change, and waste management is less evident.
This issue indicates a gap between theoretical content and the practical needs of today's
society. Overall, the Arabic books reviewed focus more on transmitting traditional values
and classical theories than on skills training and preparing students to play an active role in
sustainable development. This highlights the need to revise and develop educational
content to create a real balance between the three dimensions of sustainable development.

5. Conclusion

This research revealed that while Iranian Arabic textbooks for the second cycle of
secondary education have been successful in strengthening religious and cultural values
and raising theoretical awareness of sustainable development, they face challenges in terms
of balanced and practical coverage of social, economic, and environmental dimensions.
The lack of attention to practical skills, innovation, entrepreneurship, and contemporary
environmental issues necessitates a review and update of educational content so that
students can play a more effective role in achieving sustainable development. It is
suggested that a comprehensive and balanced approach be adopted in the development of
future books, and that modern concepts of sustainable development, especially in the areas
of the knowledge-based economy and the modern environment, be given more attention.
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