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Introduction
The origins of political discourse cannot be precisely traced through history, as political

discourse has always emerged as a necessary tool for legitimization and power preservation.
However, it seems that political discourse flourishes with the establishment of a democratic
system, where it is sometimes misused in the context of public administration. In fact, political
discourse appears as a persuasive interactive tool, where the speaker's goal is to gain legitimacy.
Thus, political discourse manifests as a social practice governed by symbolic power relations,
aiming to seize and maintain power.

Van Dijk (1997: 12) states that political discourse is identified through its actors, namely
politicians. In his view, as far as interaction and communication are concerned, political
activities and performances involve audiences and all participants in political discourse who act
as political actors. Therefore, the political context is highly significant for political discourse.
Political speeches are highly structured and are designed to achieve specific political outcomes.
Within these speeches, discourse markers serve as discourse tools to convey messages and
realize strategic objectives. This study aims to analyze and examine the discourse markers used
in the speeches of Raisi and Rouhani based on Fraser’s (2006) framework. Specifically, we
seek to evaluate and compare the speeches of Raisi and Rouhani in terms of the frequency,
variety, and sequence of discourse markers to determine how politicians use discourse tools to
shape their viewpoints and objectives.
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Materials and Methods

This study focuses on analyzing the discourse markers found in the speeches of two Iranian
presidents, Rouhani and Raisi, randomly selected from the past ten years of Iran’s presidential
history. The selected speeches include interviews conducted with domestic and international
media, as well as speeches given at conferences and international meetings. Given that the ratio
of discourse markers to the total number of words in the texts is significant, a corpus with a
proportionate word count was selected. First, the word count of Raisi's speeches was
determined, followed by the word count of Rouhani's speeches. To maintain coherence,
identical sessions with similar topics were selected so that the texts would remain thematically
homogeneous. Scholars such as Momeni (2006), Jalilifar (2009), Behabani Zadeh (2010),
Nadarnajad (2010), and Akbia (2012) have examined discourse markers from a descriptive
perspective, evaluating their frequency and correct usage among bilingual speakers. Ghyasiyan
et al. (2015) studied mitigative discourse markers in political conferences and their role in
advancing political goals. Zare (2018) analyzed referential discourse markers in scientific-
political speeches. In this study, the primary approach involves identifying and analyzing
discourse markers based on Fraser’s (2006) framework within political discourse. The research
objectives can be summarized as follows:

1. Identifying discourse markers in Persian based on Fraser’s (2006) framework.

2. Determining the type, frequency, and sequencing of discourse markers in the speeches of
Iranian presidents over the past decade.

Results and Discussions

Contrastive discourse markers indicate opposition or contrast between two consecutive
statements. In Rouhani’s speeches, the primary contrastive markers “but” and “however” occur
70 times, showing the highest frequency among contrastive markers. In Raisi’s speeches, the
contrastive markers “but” and “however” appear 49 times, ranking highest among contrastive
discourse markers. The use of these contrastive markers, which reflect opposition, may serve
as a strategy to soften the intensity of claims or introduce flexibility in statements. The high
frequency of “but” and “however” suggests that both presidents prefer presenting contradictory
viewpoints or emphasizing different aspects of an issue. Elaborative discourse markers function
as connectors in sentences, providing further descriptions or explanations of previous
statements. The primary elaborative marker “and” appears 257 times in Rouhani’s speeches,
the highest among all elaborative discourse markers. The elaborative marker “that is” follows
closely with 43 occurrences. The frequent use of “and” in both presidents' speeches indicates
their emphasis on coherence, strengthening arguments, and ensuring logical flow in their
discourse. In Rouhani’s speeches, the inferential discourse marker “therefore” occurs 22 times,
ranking as the most frequent inferential marker. The inferential marker “hence” appears 13
times in Raisi’s speeches. The temporal discourse marker “now” appears 18 times in Rouhani’s
speeches, while in Raisi’s speeches, “now” is the most frequently used temporal marker,
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occurring 29 times. In Rouhani’s speeches, modal verbs occur 227 times, representing the
highest frequency among all mitigative discourse markers. Similarly, modal verbs appear 151
times in Raisi’s speeches, ranking highest among mitigative discourse markers in his speeches.
Overall, both presidents have used mitigative discourse markers in equal measure. The use of
mitigative discourse markers generally indicates uncertainty, caution in expressing opinions,
and flexibility in positioning. The data suggest that both presidents employ mitigative discourse
markers strategically to reduce tensions in political and international contexts or to avoid firm
commitments, allowing room for future adjustments.

Conclusion

In Raisi’s speeches, elaborative discourse markers occur most frequently, with 366 instances,
while inferential discourse markers appear least frequently, with 22 instances. Similarly,
elaborative discourse markers dominate Rouhani’s speeches, occurring 254 times (71.40% of
all discourse markers), whereas temporal discourse markers are the least frequent, appearing 93
times (14.90% of total discourse markers). The predominance of elaborative discourse markers
aligns with the expectations of political speeches, where presidents aim to provide information
and further clarification for their audience. Regarding Rouhani’s preference for inferential
discourse markers, their high frequency suggests a structured and logical speech style where
conclusions are explicitly drawn. In contrast, Raisi’s relatively lower use of inferential
discourse markers may indicate a more populist and straightforward rhetorical style, prioritizing
direct communication over elaborate reasoning. The use of temporal discourse markers in
Raisi’s speeches implies a conscious effort to specify the timing of programs and statements,
whereas Rouhani’s speeches lack explicit temporal markers. As for mitigative discourse
markers, both presidents used them in almost equal proportions. Given the nature of political
discourse, it is expected that presidents would exercise caution in their word choices, aiming
for diplomatic language to manage their public statements effectively. One notable point about
the research findings is that this study is among the few that have examined discourse markers
in spoken language. Therefore, when interpreting its results, the characteristics of the spoken
genre should be taken into consideration.

Keywords: Raisi and Rouhani’s speeches, discourse, discourse markers.
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1. One just doesn't do that. asd et pled
2. I must ask you to sit down. [ETRE ALY
3. Could you speak a little louder? ¥ itns i (5,128 S
4.1 believe that he is here. T Sl ol jle
5.1 can possibly do that. ¥ kg slaad
6. It is possible that there is no water in the well. sty lao
7. The assumption is that you are going to go. sty Slopa!
8. John might leave now. sty Judl
9. It seems that no one wants to go. 8 B yma Jlail
10. Didn't harry leave? [l think Harry left] F i OMex

11. He's coming, isn't he?
12. The picnic is here, | guess.
13. If true, we're in deep trouble.

14. Many of the troops were injured. (by @)

15. Unless the strike has been called off, there will

be no trains tomorrow.
16. I am hoping you will come.

17. The mountains should be visible from here.

18. If you don't mind me saying so, your slip is

showing.
19. His style is florid, if that's the right word.
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" ek iy sl ol
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" hedged performative

2 indirect Speech Acts

3 introductory phrases

4 modal adverbs

5 epistemic verbs

6 negation

7 reversal tag

8 parenthetic construction
% If clause

10 agentless

" conditional subordinators
12 tentative Inference

13 conditional clause

4 implying permission
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20. Chomsky views cannot be reconciled with ol pae ol 6l by an
Piaget, if | understand him correctly.
21. He has an idea, a hypothesis, if you will, that ' Sbsls L Ll

you may find interesting.
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