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Introduction

The study of linguistic changes across different spatial and temporal contexts has always been
a central focus in linguistics. Dialectology, as a modern branch of linguistic studies,
systematically examines language evolution and geographic variations over defined time
periods. This approach challenges traditional stylistic methods based solely on historical eras
and emphasizes that understanding a writer’s language involves considering not only their time
but also their geographic location (Ravagi, 1984:17). In Iran, dialectology was first introduced
by Ali Ravaqgi, who argued that Persian written works display significant linguistic diversity
due to geographic variation. Consequently, analyzing Persian texts solely based on historical
periods or fixed styles is insufficient; phonetic, structural, and lexical disparities arising from
geographic origin must also be accounted for (Ravaqi, 2015:38). This dialectological approach,
focusing on two main factors—the geographic region and the language use period—provides
criteria to identify the authentic linguistic variety of a text and estimate the approximate place
and time of anonymous works. Hence, dialectology is an effective tool in analyzing classical
and anonymous texts, highlighting the necessity of its application in linguistic and literary
research.

Research Method, Background, and Objective

This study adopts a comparative-inductive approach to examine and explain the phonological,
structural, and lexical systems of the manuscript Khutab. First, the dialectal phonological,
structural, and lexical features are extracted from the text. These features are then comparatively
analyzed with similar texts from the same linguistic domain. The resulting findings serve as the
basis for identifying the manuscript’s linguistic variety.

To date, no comprehensive study has systematically explored the linguistic convergences
and divergences among major Persian varieties across distinct regions and periods. The most
notable contributions in this field belong to Ali Rawagqi, who, for instance, examined the Irshad
manuscript (2015) by comparing its lexical features with contemporary Fararoodi texts to
classify its language variety.
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The primary aim of this research is to identify the phonological, structural, and lexical
systems of the Khutab text and compare them with similar works to determine its linguistic
variety. Additionally, the study seeks to approximate the region of the manuscript’s
composition and introduce the Fararoodi (Transoxianan) variety, highlighting its distinctive
linguistic characteristics.

Discussion and Analysis

Throughout its history, Persian has displayed a diverse range of linguistic varieties across
different geographical and temporal contexts. These varieties are marked by distinct
phonological, structural, and lexical features resulting from historical transformations,
sociocultural shifts, and prolonged contact with other languages. A systematic analysis of these
linguistic layers not only deepens our understanding of the Persian language’s internal
evolution, but also facilitates comparative studies across related linguistic corpora.

In the phonological section of this study, several key features that signal dialectal distinctions
were closely examined. These include the substitution of short vowels, the change of /id/ to /it/,
and the presence of specific phonetic patterns such as the preservation of intervocalic /d/—a
remnant of Middle Persian. Additionally, the presence of emphatic (geminated) consonants, the
articulation of the non-standard phoneme /B/ (or /v/), and the occurrence of initial consonant
clusters suggest a unique sound system associated with the Fararud (Transoxiana) region. Such
elements contribute to reconstructing the phonological system of the manuscript and enable
meaningful comparison with established Persian varieties.

The structural (morphosyntactic) analysis focused on three distinctive grammatical patterns.
First, the use of the imperative and prohibitive prefix "a-" indicates a colloquial structure
common in the Fararud region. Second, the interrogative particle o™ likely reflects influence
from Persian translations and interpretations of the Qur’an that circulated in this geographical
area. Third, the use of the third-person singular pronoun "u™ for non-human entities may
represent either an archaic remnant or a regional grammatical trait in the pronominal system.
These structural features provide important evidence for identifying the grammatical signature
of the manuscript’s linguistic variety.

Lexically, the manuscript contains numerous region-specific items, including borrowed or
inherited words from Sogdian and Middle Persian. The presence of such terms not only
strengthens the connection between the text and the historical-cultural fabric of the Transoxiana
region but also reflects the linguistic substratum that shaped the text’s vocabulary. The
identification and contextual analysis of these lexical elements provide insight into the
manuscript’s historical-linguistic roots and reinforce its classification within a specific dialectal
variety.

Overall, the findings support the attribution of the Khutab manuscript to a Fararudi
(Transoxianan) linguistic variety of Persian, compiled most likely in the Nasaf (Nakhshab)
region during a period of strong regional linguistic identity.

Conclusion

The study of phonological, structural, and lexical correspondences and discrepancies across
various domains of the Persian language from linguistic, cultural, and social perspectives is of
great importance. Examining Persian language usage across various historical periods and
geographical regions reveals phonological, morphological, and lexical similarities and
differences that help identify the linguistic variety of each text. In the case of the book Khutab,
the primary factor behind phonological variation is the geographical region of Transoxiana. The
use of local dialects and accents from the Fararod region, along with the text’s close connection
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to its historical and social context, contributes to its distinctive phonological features.
Structurally, Middle Persian (Pahlavi) grammatical constructions play a significant role in the
text’s syntactic framework, alongside the influential presence of Arabic grammar. Notably, the
text also shows influence from Persian translation-commentaries produced within the
Transoxiana region. Lexically, many common spoken words, especially loanwords from
Sogdian and Pahlavi, are found in Khutab. Overall, a comparative phonological, structural, and
lexical analysis indicates that the linguistic variety of Khutab is the Fararod (Transoxian)
dialect, composed within the geographical domain of Nasaf (Nakhshab).
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