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The theory of multiple intelligences, particularly Gardner's ten
intelligences introduced in 1983, is one of the most prominent
modern educational theories in the field of second language learning
and teaching in the twentieth century. These types of intelligences
include linguistic, logical-mathematical, spatial, naturalistic,

S interpersonal, intrapersonal, moral, existential, musical, and bodily-
= kinesthetic. The Arabic language book for the tenth grade in high
o) Keywords: school, titled Arabic: The Language of the Quran, is an important
S and specialised book in the humanities group in Iran, playing a
o » Content analysis crucial role in teaching Arabic to students. This study aims to
E e Tenth grade evaluate the quantitative and qualitative content of this book based
'% o Arabic language on the application of Gardner's ten intelligences theory using a
S book descriptive, analytical, and comprehensive approach. The results
o o Gardner indicate that out of a sample size of 1,127, the highest frequency
e Multiple corresponds to linguistic intelligence (oral) with a count of 654, while
intelligences the lowest frequency is related to existential intelligence with a count

of 5. According to the study's findings, the Arabic language book for
the tenth grade is considered an important and fundamental resource
for teaching Arabic at the secondary level, as it employs an
innovative and creative vision and applies eight of Gardner's
intelligences to enhance and develop the four language skills in
Arabic language learning, making it a suitable and effective resource
for teaching Arabic to students in line with the theory of multiple
intelligences.
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1. Introduction
In any educational system, various tools are employed to teach a second language. Despite
the diversity and variety of educational resources and technologies, textbooks remain one
of the most important elements in the learning process between teachers and students
(Keklik, 2011).

The Arabic textbook in the second grade of high school for the humanities group is
considered a specialised subject and plays a significant role in their academic future. By
carefully evaluating textbooks, steps can be taken to improve their quality and enhance the
teaching of the Arabic language to students.

For evaluation, reliable criteria based on various theories are necessary to quantitatively
and qualitatively analyse the linguistic categories, topics, content, and syllabus of the book
(Sheldon, 1988). Among these theories is the modern and prominent theory of the 20th
century, known as Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences.

2. Literature Review
Gardner introduces ten intelligences:

1. Linguistic-Verbal Intelligence: This intelligence pertains to thinking, cognition,
and the connection between words and sentences (Gardner, 2013).

2. Logical-Mathematical Intelligence: This intelligence is characterised by the
ability to analyse information, identify patterns, and solve problems (Gardner,
2013).

3. Musical Intelligence: This intelligence involves the ability to recognise, retain,
and alter musical patterns in the mind (Gardner, 2013).

4. Visual-Spatial Intelligence: This intelligence refers to the ability to recognise and
solve problems. It also involves the capacity to shape images (Gardner, 1983).

5. Naturalistic Intelligence: Naturalistic intelligence encompasses the ability to
recognise natural phenomena, compare them, and classify them (Gardner, 2013).

6. Intrapersonal Intelligence: This intelligence involves self-awareness and
understanding one’s interests and emotions (Gardner, 2013).

7. Interpersonal Intelligence: This intelligence refers to empathy and the ability to
recognise others' abilities, emotions, interests, and thoughts (Gardner, 1983).

8. Moral Intelligence: Moral intelligence involves recognising ethical and
behavioural values (Gardner, 1999b).

1. Existential Intelligence: This is defined as deep thinking and understanding of
concepts such as the philosophy of existence and the meaning of life and death
(Gardner, 1999).

v+. Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence: This intelligence involves using a part of the
body or the entire body to solve a problem or perform a task (Gardner, 1983).

3. Research Method, Background, and Objectives
This study employs a descriptive method and critical content analysis with a mixed
qualitative and quantitative approach, utilising Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences
to analyse the content of the 10th-grade Arabic textbook for the humanities group. The
analysis covers all texts, exercises, and images from eight lessons, aiming to evaluate how
effectively the textbook incorporates Gardner’s ten intelligences.

Numerous studies have explored Gardner’s theory and the 10th-grade Arabic textbook,
including Cullen (2006) on learning interventions, Boulmiz (2017) on English teaching in
Algeria, Raja Ibrahim (2020) on science textbooks, Al-Maharma (2021) on Jordanian
English textbooks, Hushyar et al. (2023) on Arabic textbook alignment, and Rihani
Ardabili and Shokri Afra (2023) on the 9th-grade Arabic textbook. These studies highlight
the importance of multiple intelligences in educational contexts but lack a focused analysis
of the 10th-grade Arabic textbook.

No studies have specifically conducted a quantitative and qualitative content analysis
of the 10th-grade Arabic textbook, focusing on its texts, images, and exercises based on
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Gardner’s ten intelligences. This research aims to fill this gap by enhancing Arabic
language teaching through the development of the four language skills—Iistening,
speaking, reading, and writing—at the secondary education level. The findings are
expected to contribute to improving the quality of Arabic language education and aligning

it with modern educational theories.

4. Results & Discussion
According to the table below, the application of Gardner’s ten intelligences in the
textbook under review totals 1,127 instances. The highest frequency of intelligences is
found in Lesson 4, with 212 instances, while the lowest is in Lesson 6, with 105 instances.
Given that Lesson 4 is positioned in the middle of the textbook and serves as a transitional
point to more advanced lessons, it incorporates a greater number of intelligences. In
particular, the emphasis on linguistic-verbal and logical-mathematical intelligence reflects
the author's effort to enhance students' reasoning, analytical, and communication skills.
In the textbook, the highest frequencies are:
e Linguistic-Verbal Intelligence: 654 instances
e Logical-Mathematical Intelligence: 285 instances
e Visual-Spatial Intelligence: 88 instances
This reflects the authors' focus on critical thinking, problem-solving, and
reasoning. The emphasis on visual-spatial intelligence enhances visual perception and
accuracy, while linguistic-verbal intelligence improves vocabulary and communication in

Arabic learning.

Table 1.
Percentage of Intelligences Applied in the 10th-Grade Arabic Textbook for the

Humanities Group

Type of Intelligence Frequency in the 10th- Percentage of Applied
Grade Arabic Textbook Intelligences
Linguistic-Verbal 654 57%
Logical-Mathematical 285 26%
Visual-Spatial 88 8%
Moral 56 5%
Naturalistic 25 2%
Interpersonal 8 1%
Intrapersonal 6 0.5%
Existential 5 0.5%
Total 1127 100%
Table 2.

Frequency of Intelligences Applied in the 6 Main Sections of the 10th-Grade Arabic
Textbook
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Main Text 5 0 1 17 0 31 0 8 62
Al-Mu'jam 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 297 297
I'lamu 0 0 0 2 19 8 102 51 182
Dialogue 0 8 5 0 0 7 0 8 28
Exercises 0 0 0 32 6 29 154 262 483
Scientific Research 0 0 0 5 0 13 0 16 34
Total 1086
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5. Conclusion

The 10th-grade Arabic textbook, Arabic, the Language of the Quran, is a specialised
resource for the humanities group, focusing on teaching Arabic and Quranic concepts
through a text-centred approach. It is structured into texts, images, and exercises to develop
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills using Gardner’s ten intelligences.

The most applied intelligences are:
e Linguistic-Verbal Intelligence: 654 instances
e Logical-Mathematical Intelligence: 285 instances
e Visual-Spatial Intelligence: 88 instances

This emphasises enhancing linguistic proficiency, reasoning, cognitive skills, and
communication. The authors also focus on moral, naturalistic, intrapersonal, and
interpersonal intelligences but neglect existential, bodily-kinesthetic, and musical
intelligences. Incorporating these, especially through activities like flashcards, group work,
and theatre, would improve learning and engagement.

Given that 10th-grade students are at an early stage of second language acquisition,
integrating musical intelligence could help with pronunciation and auditory skills, while
bodily-kinesthetic intelligence could make complex concepts more accessible. These
additions would align the textbook more closely with modern educational theories and
students' diverse learning needs.
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