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Abstract
(o))
% The progression in presenting vocabulary from the concrete to the
g abstract is a fundamental principle in curriculum design,
= especially in early stages. It helps facilitate language acquisition
_‘; by first introducing tangible vocabulary (such as objects) and then
o gradually transitioning to abstract concepts (such as emotions and
K] ideas). Additionally, the methods used to present vocabulary play
& Keywords: a pivotal role in mentally reinforcing it; using visual aids (like
e Arabic images and illustrations), interactive tools (such as activities and
language games), or contextual methods (like stories and dialogues)
teaching enhances understanding and memory, and encourages active
e educational [ participation.
series From this perspective, this study aims to determine the extent to

e vocabulary | Which three Arabic language textbooks (Al-Arabiyya Bayna
« gradation Yadayk, Miftah Al-Arabiyya, and Sada Al-Hayat) adhere to the
principle principle of progression from the concrete to the abstract in the
early stage, as well as to analyze and study the types of vocabulary
presentation techniques used in these textbooks.
This study employs content analysis to evaluate the vocabulary
used in the selected textbooks. The findings reveal a variation in
the degree of adherence to the principle of progression, with the
"Al-Arabiyya Bayna Yadayk" series showing the highest
percentage of tangible vocabulary. The study also uncovers
differences in the use of vocabulary presentation techniques, with
"Al-Arabiyya Bayna Yadayk" and "Miftah Al-Arabiyya" utilizing
contextual, interactive, and auditory methods more extensively
compared to the "Sada Al-Hayat" series.

e vocabulary
presentation
techniques
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1. Introduction

Gradual Introduction of Concrete and Abstract Vocabulary and Their Presentation
Strategies in Arabic Language Textbooks for Non-Native Speakers

Vocabulary is one of the fundamental components of language learning. Effective
communication, the expression of ideas and opinions, understanding simple texts, or
following instructions are all impossible without an adequate vocabulary. Vocabulary has
gained a central role in language teaching literature and is increasingly emphasized in
educational materials, often taking up more space than grammar. However, despite its
centrality, there remains a scarcity of publications focusing on the development of
vocabulary instruction materials. Over the past two decades, Arabic language teaching
materials for non-native speakers have witnessed positive developments, reflected in their
efforts to keep pace with modern trends in language education. This has led to improved
quality in the content presented in many educational series, particularly in the selection and
organization of vocabulary. Valuable studies have been conducted on these series both in
Iran and Arab countries; however, the aspect related to vocabulary has continued to receive
limited attention compared to its significant importance. Given the importance of this topic
and the limited number of studies that sufficiently address vocabulary instruction, this study
evaluates the extent to which the principle of gradation is observed in vocabulary selection
and analyzes presentation strategies in three widely used Arabic language textbook series
for non-native speakers: Al-Arabiyya Bayna Yadayk, Miftah Al-Arabiyya, and Sada Al-
Hayat. The study aims to assess the degree of adherence to the gradation principle and the
effectiveness of the strategies used to present vocabulary, identifying strengths and
weaknesses and offering practical recommendations for improving vocabulary instruction
based on current pedagogical approaches in language teaching.
Research Questions
1. To what extent do the selected textbook series adhere to the gradation principle (from

concrete to abstract) in presenting vocabulary at the beginner level?
2. What strategies are used to present vocabulary in these series?

2. Literature Review

The principle of gradation—from concrete to abstract vocabulary—is a key concept in
vocabulary selection. It supports learners’ understanding by introducing familiar, sensory-
based vocabulary before progressing to more abstract concepts that require higher cognitive
processing. In addition to vocabulary selection, the method of presentation plays a vital
role. It directly affects the effectiveness of language learning, the speed of vocabulary
acquisition, comprehension, and long-term retention. Consequently, presentation strategies
occupy a central role in language textbooks. Choosing appropriate methods to present both
concrete and abstract vocabulary—especially at the beginner level—and diversifying these
strategies can enhance classroom engagement and help learners relate new words to real or
semi-real contexts.

3. Methodology
This study employs content analysis as the most suitable method for evaluating vocabulary
and its presentation. A data collection instrument consisting of a list of themes and criteria
was used.
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The study sample consists of three prominent Arabic textbook series for non-native
speakers: Al-Arabiyya Bayna Yadayk, Miftah Al-Arabiyya, and Sada Al-Hayat, selected for
their popularity and widespread use. A purposive sample was drawn from the beginner-
level content of each series, as analyzing all levels would require a broader scope. The
analysis focused on:

o Al-Arabiyya Bayna Yadayk: Volume 1 (vocabulary from the dialogue section and
additional vocabulary lists)

o Miftah Al-Arabiyya: "Listening and Conversation 1 & 2" for beginner and upper-
beginner levels (vocabulary from the dialogue section)

o Sada Al-Hayat: Volumes 1 and 2 at the beginner level (vocabulary from dialogues and
texts)

Six common foundational topics were selected for comparison across the series:
introductions, family, food, weather, health, and shopping. This thematic approach
ensured a consistent basis for analysis.

4. Findings

The results reveal notable differences among the three-textbook series in terms of their

adherence to the gradation principle and their use of vocabulary presentation strategies.

1. Concrete vs. Abstract Vocabulary:

Al-Arabiyya Bayna Yadayk demonstrated a strong emphasis on concrete vocabulary,
with 89% of the words in the selected topics being sensory-based. This indicates a high
level of adherence to the gradation principle.

Sada Al-Hayat ranked second, with 69% concrete vocabulary and 31% abstract.
Miftah Al-Arabiyya included 62% concrete and 38% abstract vocabulary.

. Presentation Strategies:

o Al-Arabiyya Bayna Yadayk utilized all six identified strategies extensively, particularly
visual aids, with images accompanying most new words. It also relied on audio,
repetition, context, interaction, and semantic fields.

o Miftah Al-Arabiyya employed the same strategies but with less intensity, especially in
terms of visual support.

o Sada Al-Hayat used fewer strategies, relying heavily on translation rather than images,
with limited use of repetition, interaction, and audio components.

The findings indicate that Al-Arabiyya Bayna Yadayk adopts a more modern and integrated
approach, using visual and contextual methods effectively to support comprehension.
In contrast, Sadi Al-Hayat's reliance on translation and minimal use of interactive
strategies suggests lower effectiveness in vocabulary instruction compared to the other
series.

This study underscores the importance of incorporating the gradation principle and
diversifying vocabulary presentation strategies to enhance the language learning
experience for non-native Arabic learners.

N
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