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Introduction
Media productions, especially texts that are produced daily by journalists, are among the

highly relevant fields for applying critical approaches in discourse analysis. Western media,
due to their role in creating a bipolar world, are perceived as a source of discrimination and
bias against Muslims in today’s world. In news media texts, an advanced form of racism is
evident, which is referred to as “Islamophobia,” portraying Muslims as the foreign “other.”
Since Western mass media professionals are aware of the sensitivity of the French public
regarding security issues, they attempt to manipulate public opinion in their favor in incidents
related to Muslim reactions to the insults published by Charlie Hebdo in France. Instead of
engaging in discussions about the root causes of such events, they seek to divert public
attention to their advantage. This study examines the linguistic features that steer media
discourse in alignment with the political interests of the French government. The main
objectives of this research are:
1. Highlighting hidden ideologies in the discourse of news agencies such as The New York
Times, The Guardian, The Washington Post, and BBC.
2. Applying Van Dijk’s Critical Discourse Analysis framework to uncover the polarization
and racism strategies of the French government.
3. Decoding the hidden ideologies embedded in news reports.
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Materials & Methods

This study presents a critical discourse analysis of articles from four international news
agencies—The New York Times, The Guardian, The Washington Post, and BBC—regarding
Muslim protests against the publication and display of offensive caricatures of the great
Prophet of Islam by the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo. To select relevant news articles on
the topic of “the representation of Muslims in protest reactions to Charlie Hebdo caricatures”
within the 2020-2024 timeframe, 31 news reports were analyzed. Reports related to these
protests mainly focused on the killing of a teacher in France and the legal proceedings
surrounding the case. News articles containing the keywords “Charlie Hebdo, Muslims, and
France” were chosen for analysis. The analytical framework employed in this study is Van
Dijk’s (2003) Critical Discourse Analysis approach. The research method is qualitative and
descriptive. Given the vast amount of data, only selected samples from each of the four news
media were analyzed, while the statistical results are based on the complete dataset.

Results & Discussion

This section analyzes the various discourse strategies used in the news reports of the
aforementioned media outlets and examines how these strategies are applied. The statistical
results of this analysis are presented in Table 1.

Table 1.
Percentage Frequency of Discourse Strategies in News Reports
Percentage Frequency of Van Dijk’s Approach Components
64% Positive Self-Representation Macro- Strategies
36% Negative Representation of Others
30% Lexicalization (Stylistic)
17% Authority (Argumentation)
6.5% Norm Expression (Meaning)
6.5% Victimization (Meaning) Micro- Strategies
8.6% Evidentiality (Meaning &
Argumentation)
6.5% Hyperbole (Rhetoric)
4.3% Categorization (Meaning)
4.3% Euphemism (Meaning &
Argumentation)
4.3% Implication(Meaning)
2.17% Number game (Rhetoric &
Argumentation)
2.17% Generalization (Meaning &
Argumentation)

2.17% National self-glorification (Meanin)

Journal of Linguistics & Iranian Languages (9(2), Fall & Winter 2024)



Religious Racism: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Western Seyyed Hossein Shah Zeidi

Based on the data in Table 1, at the macro-discourse level, there is a use of positive self-
representation and negative representation of others. Positive representation allows politicians
to legitimize their policies, ideologies, and decisions, while negative representation of others
serves to delegitimize these aspects in opposing groups. The lexical choice strategy was the
most frequently employed in the news reports, with a frequency of 30%. The appeal to
credible figures and institutions ranked second, with 17%. After these two strategies, there is a
significant gap before the remaining linguistic tools. The manipulation of statistics,
generalization, and national glorification strategies ranked last, with 17.2%. These findings
are illustrated in the following chart:

M Lexicalization
M Authority

43 217 2.17 2.17 B Norm Expression

4.3 Victimization
4.3 W Evidentiality
B Hyperbole
M Categorization
6.5 6.5 ® Euphemism

Implication
Number Game
B Generalization

M National Self-glorification

Figl.
Frequency of Discourse Strategies at the Micro-Analysis Level

The findings of this study align with Saeed’s (2007) perspective on the representation of
Muslims as the “foreign other” in Western media. Additionally, the results support the
findings of Rezaei et al. (2017), which indicate that in Western media coverage of negative
news, Muslims are prominently represented and have a strong presence in news discourse.
Furthermore, this study is consistent with Sutkute’s (2023) findings, which suggest that
Western media play a key role in the reproduction of common stereotypes in Western
societies. This research also faced certain limitations, including the exclusion of non-Western
media, particularly those from Islamic countries, which may have different approaches to this
subject. Moreover, due to the authors’ lack of proficiency in the French language, French-
language newspapers were not analyzed. Another challenge was the restricted free access to
articles from some major international news agencies, such as The New York Times and The
Guardian.
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Conclusion

Most readers blindly accept whatever they are exposed to. News reporters take advantage of
this blind conformity and manipulate readers’ minds in favor of their own ideological
frameworks. The authors of these news reports have made biased and selective discourse
choices to adopt a discriminatory perspective. By exaggerating the murder of a teacher in
France while ignoring his insult to Muslim sacred beliefs, these reports easily portray the
Muslim minority as criminals and offenders, labeling all opposing voices as terrorists.

These media outlets seek to generalize the violence against the history teacher to all
Muslims, fostering a negative and unjust perception of them. Western media, in line with
Islamophobic narratives, aim to discredit Muslims while emphasizing the positive traits of
non-Muslims. Through the use of discourse strategies, they indirectly highlight negative
aspects of Muslim presence. Additionally, they contribute to the creation and legitimization of
prejudiced discourse about outsiders by employing various rhetorical tools. These linguistic
strategies indirectly fuel inequality and discrimination against the Muslim minority living in
France. In these news reports, Muslims are negatively represented and depicted as a serious
threat to democracy and freedom of speech.

Keywords: Critical discourse analysis, Discursive strategies, Ideological square, Muslims,
Van Dijk.
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. style

. argumentation

. rhetoric
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2020/10/26 NewYork Times Killing of Teacher, Samuel Paty, Raises Doubts on 1
French Integration - The New York Times
2020/10/27 NewYork Times Muslim Countries Denounce French Response to 2
Killing of Samuel Paty, Urge Boycott - The New
York Times
2021/10/15 NewYork Times A Year Later, a Schoolteacher’s Beheading Still 3
Haunts France - The New York Times
2021/10/21 NewYork Times  France, Waging a Crackdown, Honors a Teacher and 4
Depicts a Plot in Beheading - The New York Times
2023/12/8 NewYork Times  Teenagers Convicted in France in Connection With 5
Teacher Samuel Paty’s Killing - The New York
Times
2024/11/04 NewYork Times  Trial Over Killing of Teacher Samuel Paty Begins in 6
France - The New York Times
2024/12/20 NewYork Times  French Court Convicts 8 People Tied to Events That 7
Led to Teacher’s Killing
2020/10/17  The Washington Gruesome details emerge in beheading of French 8
Post teacher who showed students Muhammad cartoons -
The Washington Post
2020/10/20 The Washington  Opinion | France Samuel Paty beheading: The way to 9
Post Islamic reformation is to challenge institutions, not
stigmatize Muslims - The Washington Post
2020/10/23  The Washington  Instead of fighting systemic racism, France wants to 10
Post “reform Islam”
2020/10/21  The Washington Samuel Paty, teacher beheaded in France, awarded 11
Post Legion d'Honneur - The Washington Post
2020/10/30  The Washington Opinion | Nice knife attacks, Samuel Paty killing: 12
Post France should be combatting terrorism, not
criminalizing Muslims - The Washington Post
26 The Guardian Four more students charged in France over Samuel 13
November Paty's beheading | France | The Guardian
2020
20 October The Guardian  France: teacher's killer 'exchanged texts' with father of 14
2020 pupil | France | The Guardian
21 October The Guardian Samuel Paty posthumously awarded French Légion 15
2020 d’honneur | France | The Guardian
17 October The Guardian Teacher decapitated in Paris named as Samuel Paty, 16
2020 47 | Paris | The Guardian
27 The Guardian ~ Samuel Paty: six teenagers to go on trial in connection 17
November with French teacher’s beheading | France | The
2023 Guardian
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3 November  The Guardian French pupil’s father to go on trial for spreading Lies 18
2024 that Led to teacher’s Islamist beheading
4 November The Guardian Eight go on trial over beheading of teacher Samuel 19
2024 Paty in Paris
20 The Guardian Eight convicted over beheading of teacher Samuel 20
December Paty in Paris | France | The Guardian
2024
17 October BBC News France teacher attack: Suspect 'asked pupils to point 21
2020 Samuel Paty out' - BBC News
18 October BBC News France teacher attack: Rallies held to honor beheaded = 22
2020 Samuel Paty - BBC News
21 October BBC News France teacher attack: Students 'paid €300’ to identify ~ 23
2020 Samuel Paty French anti-terrorism prosecutor gives

newsier on beheaded French teacher Samuel Paty
20 October BBC News Samuel Paty: Beheading of teacher deepens divisions 24

2020 over France's secular identity - BBC News
28 BBC News Samuel Paty: Six French teenagers on trial over 25
November teacher's murder
2023
8 December BBC News Samuel Paty: Six teenagers convicted for roles in 26
2023 teacher's beheading in 2020
4 November BBC News Trial begins over beheading of teacher who showed 27
2024 Prophet Muhammad cartoon
13 BBC News Samuel Paty: French behead teacher describes spiral 28
November of events that led to beheading - BBC News
2024
20 BBC News Eight sentenced in France for actions that led to 29
December teacher beheading - BBC News
2024
20 BBC News Samuel Paty murder: Defendants face verdict over 30
December actions that led to beheading - BBC News
2024
21 BBC News Eight sentenced in France for actions that led to 31
December teacher beheading - BBC News
2024
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1, Jyllands- Posten

2 T.Jensen

3 . Samuel Paty

4.J. Boone

5. M.N. Politzer & A. O. Alcaraz
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1.“Man Beheads Teacher on the Street in France and Is Killed by Police.” (New York Times,
October 16, 2020).
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2.“Six teenagers have been convicted in France for their roles in the 2020 beheading of
teacher Samuel Paty”. (BBC, December 8, 2023).
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3. suspect who decapitated Paris teacher.” (Guardian, October 16, 2020).
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4. “....beheaded the teacher near a school in a Paris.” (Washington Post, October 16, 2020).
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5. “The victim was immediately depicted as a martyr to freedom of expression.” (New York
Times, October 17, 2020).
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6. “Turmoil at the school over the teacher’s method of instruction — “We have seen the

principal, who in these last weeks has withstood with_remarkable courage a great deal of
pressure, Mr. Macron said.” (New York Times, October22, 2020).
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7. “We have seen the head teacher show courage in the last week.” (Guardian, October 21,
2020).
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8. “Frightful, Huge emotion and anger in the face of this terrorist barbarism,” a leading
Socialist parliamentarian, Boris Vallaud, wrote on Twitter.” (New York Times, October 22,
2020).
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9. “France’s antiterrorism prosecutors are investigating the attack.” (New York Times,
October 16, 2020).
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10. “A police officer and parents with knowledge of the attack confirmed French media
reports that the victim was a history teacher at the school.” (New York Times, October 16,
2020).
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11.“This was an attempt to strike down the republic, Mr. Macron said.” (New York Times,
October 22, 2020).

Y-V ).,..5‘ Yy ‘}A.J.t; J)yﬁ,.;) o9 (650> Lg)’bjlﬁ (5‘)“.’ ‘5.»)1.: Qi‘» Ly ng.ia LSGT :‘5,.4)5 3..0.7-].:

12. “_A police union official told the French television station BFM....” (New York Times,
October 16, 2020).

13. “French officials of all political stripes rushed to denounce the teacher’s killing” (New
York Times, October 22, 2020).
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14. “The president of the National Assembly, Richard Ferrand, said on Twitter: ....” (New
York Times, October 22, 2020).
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15. “A leading Socialist parliamentarian, Boris Vallaud, wrote on Twitter...” (New York
Times, October 22, 2020).
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16. “A teachers’ union official, told BFM...” (New York Times, October 16, 2020).
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17. “The mayor of D’Eragny-sur-oise Thibault Humbert spoke to reporters. ... ” (Washington
Post, October 16, 2020).
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18. “Gérald Darmanin, the interior minister, proclaimed “a war against the enemies from
within.” (Washington Post, October 17, 2020).
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19. “President Emmanuel Macron has said France’s battle against Islamic terrorism is
existential.....” (Guardian, October 21, 2020).
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20. “An attack on freedom of expression and the values of the republic,” (New York Times,
October 22, 2020).

VoY SoSTYY ool S 550) €5 000 slob),l g Gl olyl 4 glakesy & )b dax 5

21. “Right, leave the class.” So my daughter refused to leave and asked him, ‘why?’ And he
said he was going to show a photo that would shock them.” (New York Times, October 22,
2020).
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22. “He was just giving a course on freedom of expression, she said. A teacher was killed just
for doing his job.” (New York Times, October22, 2020).
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23. “The issue is particularly sensitive in France because of....... ” (BBC, October 21, 2020).
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24. “France should be combating terrorism.....” (Washington Post, October 17, 2020).
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25. “The teacher just showed caricatures from Charlie Hebdo as part of a history lesson on
freedom of expression.” (Guardian ,October 21, 2020).
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26. “To honor the victim’s memory.” (New York Times, October 16, 2020).

(VoY STVE el S 9900 € S8 ol clllaS )5 jolaie a1 pw )8 do> 5

. Birou, Alain
1) oledae (yl590T 1o 51 oDIS S 5 Cenlgs 10 plna g 009y (Ao (4,0 alam (] 45 oo ede Al p o YV ol (55 (5,155 50 . '
.CA.MJ‘OQ)SJ

VY =1 colades o lach (VFF (licas) 9 jaal /10 (alas oY o jlac & Jlew) (il ! (5L s 95 g eulici sl ;



G oL G s o Sladily HLA Gul OLaids Julad 1 oaale e pal3i glsie | 1YO

27. “Mr. Macron said, the teacher had been the victim of a terrorist, Islamist attack.” (New
York Times, October 22, 2020).

(VYo SSTVY Ganl S y50500) € LS sl (s 535 o Sy (3 plao (] 208 (5,50 B (a6 dor 5
28. “The next day, the teacher apologized to his students and the principal sent an email
message to parents to try to clear up the situation.” (New York Times, October 22, 2020).
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29. “ The victim was a 47-year-old history-geography professor.” (Guardian, October 16,
2020).
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30. “Twelve people were killed by Islamist extremists at the magazine's offices in 2015 after
the images were published.” (BBC, October 21, 2020).
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31. “A teacher’s union official, told BFM....” (New York Times, October 16, 2020).
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32. “Some reports said that he had Chechen roots.” (Washington Post, October 17, 2020
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33. “A teenage girl was found to have lied about what happened in class.” (BBC, December
20, 2020).
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34. «...are reported to have been arrested since.” (Guardian, October 16, 2020).
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35. “This was an attempt to strike down the republic, Mr. Macron said.” (New York Times,
October 21, 2020).
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36. “Brandishing a large knife, he threatened the officers, and after refusing to surrender.”
(New York Times, October 17, 2020).
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37. “To attack a teacher is to attack all French citizens and freedom.” (New York Times,
October 21, 2020).
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38.“....... a group preparing aggravated violence.” (BBC, October 21, 2020).
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39. “Particularly sensitive....” (BBC, October18, 2020).
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40. “....the monstrosity of Islamic terrorism.” (Guardian, October 21, 2020).
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41. “The horrific murder of a teacher ...... ” (Washington Post, October 21, 2020).
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42. “Mr. Macron said the teacher had been the victim of a terrorist, Islamist attack.”
(NewYork Times, October 21, 2020).
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43. “So this week, he allowed himself to tell them, the Muslim’s students raise your hands.”
(NewYork Times, October 17, 2020).
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44. “We are with them.“ (Washington Post, October 21, 2020).
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45. “ We must protect them, defend them, allow them to do their job and educate the citizens
of tomorrow.” (Washington Post, October 21, 2020).
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46. “A Muslim teenager who was offended by the cartoons of the prophet Muhammad.....”
(Washington Post, October 22, 2020).
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47. “Mr Paty's killer, Abdoullakh Anzorov, an 18-year-old Chechen refugee.” (BBC, October
18, 2020).
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48. “The 18-year-old Moscow-born suspect.” (Guardian, October 21, 2020).
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49. “This is our battle and it is existential. They [terrorists] will not succeed ... They will not
divide us.” (Guardian, October 22, 2020).
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50. “Asked those who remained not to tell their muslim classmates about the cartoon in order
not to offend their faith.” (New York Times, October 17, 2020).
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51. “He really tried to do things with respect, he didn’t want to hurt anyone, she said.” (New
York Times, October 17, 2020).
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52. “Mr Paty had asked Muslim pupils to leave the room before showing the caricatures.”

(BBC, October 18, 2020).
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53. “...Teacher who showed pupils caricatures of the prophet Muhammad.” (Guardian,

October 21, 2020).
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54. “Using the national emotion to target political opponents is even worse.” (Washington
Post, November 6, 2020).
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55. “This was an attempt to strike down the republic, Mr. Macron said.” (New York Times,
October 21, 2020).
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56. “The interior minister, in charge of the police, cut short an official trip to Morocco and
flew home to Paris.” (New York Times, October 17, 2020).
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57. “.....by a man who later reportedly shouted Allahu akbar at police.” (Washington Post,
October 16, 2020).
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58. “Some reports said that he had Chechen roots.” (Guardian, October 16, 2020).
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59. “But what has happened in France since Paty’s murder is different.” (Washington Post,
November 6, 2020).
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60. “Brandishing a large knife, he threatened the officers, and after refusing to surrender, was
shot 10 times, they said.” (New York Times, October 17, 2020).
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61. “Four people, including a minor, are reported to have been arrested since.” (Guardian,
October 16, 2020).
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62. “The trial of 14 people suspected of being linked to the January 2015 terror attacks.”
(Guardian, December 8, 2023).
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63. “Five defendants, aged 14 and 15 at the time, were found guilty of staking out the
teacher.” (BBC, December 8, 2023).
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64. “Mr. Macron said the teacher had been the victim of a terrorist, islamist attack.” (New
York Times, October 21, 2020).
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65. “Once more, France has been struck by tragedy.” (Washington Post, October 21, 2020).
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66. “Representatives in France’s parliament_rose to their feet to honor the victim’s memory.”
(New York Times, October 21, 2020).
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67. “.... said it was time now for France to exonerate itself from the laws of peace in order to

definitively wipe out Islamo-fascism from our territory.” (Washington Post, November 6,
2020).
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68. “One of our compatriots was assassinated today because he taught.” (Guardian, October
21, 2020).
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