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The Clergymen in Nasser Khosrow's Poetry with an Emphasis on Critical
Discourse Analysis
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Discourse is "a meaningful piece of language whose parts are somehow related and has a specific
purpose” (Yarmohammadi, 2004: 1). Critical discourse analysis is based on the opinions of
Michel Foucault, Michael Halliday and Roger Fawler. This approach is based on the principle
that "factors such as historical context, power relations in society, social and cultural institutions
and processes, and ideology create the text or form of language and new meanings”
(Aghagolzadeh, 2014: 2). In Persian literature, someone like Nasser Khosrow, sometimes openly
and sometimes secretly, criticizes the clergymen of his time. In order to analyze these criticisms,
we use the critical discourse analysis method of Norman Fairclough which includes three levels

of "description", "interpretation” and "explanation" as well as the method of critical discourse
analysis of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, which includes "highlighting”, "othering" and
"marginalization™. At the level of description of Nasser Khosrow's poems, we examine linguistic
points such as the use and meaning of words, aesthetic and grammar. Regarding Nasser
Khosrow's expression, Laclau and Mouffe's method of analysis is useful in the description part.
At the "explanation™ level, since we are dealing with the analysis of the speaker's ideologies and

motivations, the analytical method of Laclau and Mouffe is used.

Critical Discourse Analysis, Fairclough, Foregrounding, Laclau, Mouffe, Nasser Khosrow,
Otherness.
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