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ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO

ublic spaces, as the heart of cities, play a crucial role in shaping urban identity,
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fostering social interactions, and creating a sense of belonging among citizens to Revised 08/10/2024
their living environments. One effective approach to enhancing the identity of these Accepted 11/11/2024

spaces is adopting a Citizen-oriented urban planning perspective. This approach
focuses on addressing the needs, demands, and values of the local community, aiming
to design and create spaces that not only meet the needs of diverse social groups
but also preserve their cultural and historical identity. Despite the significance of this
subject, limited research has explored the impact of Citizen-oriented urban planning

on the identity and quality of public spaces. This study aims to identify the key | Citizen-oriented urban planning
variables influencing the enhancement of public space identity within the historical | public space identity

fabric of District 12, Tehran. The research methodology is structural and employs the | MICMAC software
MICMAC software, with purposive sampling of 15 urban planning experts. Seventeen | historical fabric of District 12
variables across functional, physical, and identity dimensions were identified. The | Tehran

findings revealed that variables such as easy access to urban services and amenities,
mixed land use, paving, preservation of historical buildings and spaces, and the design
of cycling paths are the primary drivers for enhancing the identity of public spaces in
the historical fabric of District 12, Tehran. These results provide valuable insights for
sustainable planning and management of public spaces in the area.
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Highlights

—  Public spaces play a significant role in enhancing urban identity and social interactions.

—  Citizen-oriented urban planning influences the cultural and historical identity of urban spaces by
considering local community needs and values.

—  The study identified 17 key variables across functional, physical, and identity dimensions.

—  “ Access to urban services and amenities,” “ mixed land use,” “paving quality,” “preservation of
historical buildings,” and “designing cycling paths” were identified as main drivers for enhancing
place identity.
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Introduction: Public spaces, often regarded as the beating heart of cities, play a multifaceted and
indispensable role in urban life. These spaces are not merely physical locations; they are dynamic
arenas where urban identity is shaped, social interactions are nurtured, and a deep sense of belonging is
cultivated among citizens. They act as vital connectors, fostering community engagement and providing
an environment that encourages both individual and collective experiences. Beyond serving as venues
for leisure, recreation, and cultural activities, public spaces also mirror the community’s unique culture,
history, and shared values, making them integral to a city’s character and identity.

To ensure these spaces achieve their full potential, citizen-oriented urban planning emerges as a highly
effective approach. This paradigm prioritizes the needs, aspirations, and values of the local community,
advocating for the active participation of citizens in urban design and decision-making processes. By
empowering residents to contribute their insights and priorities, citizen-oriented planning fosters
inclusive, functional, and culturally resonant urban environments. It also emphasizes the preservation of
historical and cultural heritage, ensuring that public spaces remain not only relevant but also meaningful
to the communities they serve.

Despite the undeniable importance of public spaces and the theoretical appeal of citizen-oriented
planning, there is a notable gap in research addressing the practical impacts of this approach on the
quality of public spaces. While extensive studies have explored the concept of place identity and identified
various factors that influence it, the systematic linkage between these factors and citizen-oriented urban
planning remains insufficiently examined. This gap underscores the need for deeper investigation into
how identity-related variables can inform and enhance citizen-oriented approaches to urban design.
In this context, the present study aims to answer a critical research question: How can identity variables
be utilized as foundational elements in citizen-oriented urban planning to improve the quality of public
spaces? The study seeks to identify and analyze these variables systematically, bridging the gap between
theory and practice in urban planning.

To address this question, the historical fabric of District 12 in Tehran was chosen as the focus of the
research. Renowned for its rich historical and cultural heritage, this district exemplifies the challenges
and opportunities inherent in urban areas requiring both preservation and modernization. The unique
character of District 12, coupled with its significance as a historical and cultural hub, makes it an ideal
case for studying the interplay between place identity and citizen-oriented planning. By concentrating
on this district, the research aims to offer valuable insights and practical recommendations for creating
public spaces that resonate with the identity and aspirations of the local community while addressing
their social, functional, and cultural needs.

aterials and Methods: In this study, the structural analysis method was employed using the

MICMAC software. This method identifies and analyzes the relationships between key variables in
complex systems. The statistical population of the research consisted of experts, including Ph.D. students
and university professors from Tehran, who have studied place identity and urban planning.
A purposive sampling technique was utilized, selecting 15 experts with extensive experience and deep
knowledge in urban planning and place identity. These experts identified the key variables and evaluated
their mutual influences. The data collected were analyzed using MICMAC software to uncover the complex
relationships between variables and determine the key citizen-oriented urban planning variables with
the greatest impact on place identity.

indings: The variables identified as influential include easy access to urban services and facilities,

land-use diversity, paving quality, preservation of historical buildings and spaces, design and creation
of cycling paths, repurposing dilapidated buildings for new uses, utilization of symbols, sculptures, and
historical artifacts, attention to color and materials, and integration of natural elements in design.
Urban furniture and appropriate lighting were recognized as target variables within the category of dual-
aspect variables.
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The variables classified as risk variables within the dual-aspect category include pedestrian walkway
design aligned with human scale, redesigning existing spaces for gatherings and interactions, placement
of parks and green spaces, as well as urban furniture and appropriate lighting.

Lastly, security and social interactions were identified as dependent variables.

iscussion and Conclusion: The variables of easy access to urban services and facilities, land-use
diversity, paving quality, preservation of historical buildings and spaces, and design and creation
of cycling paths have been identified as the primary drivers for enhancing the place identity of the
historical fabric of District 12 in Tehran. These variables, due to their high impact, play a pivotal role in
controlling and guiding the system, with changes in them potentially exerting widespread effects on
other aspects of public spaces. Similar findings have been confirmed in other studies (Vale, Saraiva &
Pereira, 2016; Rafieian & Mousavi, 2016; Habibi & Maqgsudi, 2019; Salehi & Norouzi, 2021; Pendlebury,
2013; Jokilehto, 2007; Montgomery, 2013; Mason, 2006).
These results highlight the importance of prioritizing these variables as strategic imperatives in urban
planning. Dependent variables such as security and social interactions, which are heavily influenced
by other factors, underscore the significance of designing public environments that effectively address
social and security needs.
A precise understanding of the relationships between these variables and their direct and indirect
impacts can serve as a practical guide for urban designers and planners. The findings demonstrate that
considering these variables in urban decision-making processes can improve the quality of public spaces
and enhance the place identity of District 12 in Tehran.
This study contributes to the field of urban planning by identifying key variables that influence the
enhancement of place identity within the historical fabric of District 12 in Tehran. By focusing on a citizen-
oriented urban planning approach, the research emphasizes the role of public spaces in fostering social
interactions, cultural preservation, and a sense of belonging. The findings provide a practical framework
for urban designers and planners to prioritize strategic variables such as accessibility, land-use diversity,
and historical preservation, which can significantly improve the quality and identity of public spaces.
This research also bridges a critical gap by systematically examining the relationship between place
identity variables and citizen-oriented urban planning, offering actionable insights for sustainable urban
development.
Despite its contributions, the research faces certain limitations. First, the study’s geographical focus is
restricted to District 12 in Tehran, which may limit the generalizability of the findings to other urban
contexts. Second, the reliance on expert opinions through purposive sampling could introduce subjective
bias, as the selected participants may not fully represent the diverse perspectives of stakeholders.
Additionally, the study employed MICMAC software for structural analysis, which, while robust, does
not capture the dynamic evolution of urban systems over time.
To build on the findings of this study, future research can:
1. Extendthe scope to other urban areas or international case studies to validate the findings in diverse
cultural and historical contexts.
2. Incorporate longitudinal studies to assess how the identified variables evolve and interact over time
in response to urban interventions.
3. Employ mixed-method approaches, including surveys and participatory workshops, to capture the
perspectives of a broader range of stakeholders, including local residents and policymakers.
4. Investigate the role of emerging technologies, such as smart city tools and digital platforms, in
enhancing the efficiency and inclusivity of citizen-oriented urban planning.
5. Explore the interaction between environmental sustainability and place identity to address the dual
goals of ecological preservation and cultural continuity in urban spaces.
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Public spaces, as the heart of cities, play a crucial role in shaping urban identity, | received 10/09/2024
fostering social interactions, and creating a sense of belonging among citizens to their
living environments. One effective approach to enhancing the identity of these spaces
is adopting a Citizen-oriented urban planning perspective. This approach focuses on
addressing the needs, demands, and values of the local community, aiming to design
and create spaces that not only meet the needs of diverse social groups but also
preserve their cultural and historical identity. Despite the significance of this subject, K

limited research has explored the impact of Citizen-oriented urban planning on the

identity and quality of public spaces. This study aims to identify the key variables | Citizen-oriented urban planning
influencing the enhancement of public space identity within the historical fabric of | publicspace identity

District 12, Tehran. The research methodology is structural and employs the MICMAC | MICMAC software
software, with purposive sampling of 15 urban planning experts. Seventeen variables | historical fabric of District 12
across functional, physical, and identity dimensions were identified. The findings | Tehran

revealed that variables such as easy access to urban services and amenities, mixed
land use, paving, preservation of historical buildings and spaces, and the design of
cycling paths are the primary drivers for enhancing the identity of public spaces in
the historical fabric of District 12, Tehran. These results provide valuable insights for
sustainable planning and management of public spaces in the area.
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Highlights

—  Public spaces play a significant role in enhancing urban identity and social interactions.

—  Citizen-oriented urban planning influences the cultural and historical identity of urban spaces by
considering local community needs and values.

—  The study identified 17 key variables across functional, physical, and identity dimensions.

—  “ Access to urban services and amenities,” “ mixed land use,” “paving quality,” “preservation of
historical buildings,” and “designing cycling paths” were identified as main drivers for enhancing
place identity.
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