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Abstract

In the contemporary Middle East, we observe a dangerous phenomenon that,
whether intentional or unintentional, poses a serious threat to global democracy.
This phenomenon involves the legitimization of terrorist groups and their
redefinition as "political opponents," a process referred to as the "political
sanitization of terrorism." This study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach
and utilizing documentary and library research methods, seeks to answer the
question of whether, in contemporary circumstances, a clear boundary can be drawn
between political opponents and terrorist groups, some of which have even attained
power. The findings indicate that major powers and regional actors define terrorism
and political opposition differently, depending on their strategic interests. In the case
of the Syrian Tahrir al-Sham model, the shift in U.S. policies toward Abu
Mohammad al-Jolani, the leader of the group, serves as a clear example of the
political sanitization of terrorism. The results of this study emphasize the necessity
of preventing such a phenomenon at both the international and regional levels. To
achieve this, a clear definition of concepts such as terrorism and political opposition
must be established, accompanied by binding international enforcement
mechanisms. Additionally, support for legitimate political opposition groups that
adhere to peaceful approaches should be reinforced.
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