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Abstract

The current educational system of the country is centralized, and its
curriculum is limited to textbooks used nationwide. Given the
vastness of the country, the diversity and multitude of ethnic
groups, and the problems arising from these factors, along with the
rapid growth of sciences and technology and the swift changes in
social norms and values, it is essential that textbooks are carefully
developed and, as much as possible, free from any flaws and defects
in accordance with the established goals and scientific principles.
The way the content of textbooks is organized is a crucial factor in
determining how learning occurs. Sometimes, the ineffectiveness
and unsuitability of the content, along with its mismatch with the
comprehension abilities of students, can make learning difficult or
yield results that are below expectations. The aim of this research
is to examine the appropriateness of the content of Arabic textbooks
for the first cycle of secondary education in relation to the criteria
for selecting and organizing content from the perspective of Arabic
teachers in Khodabandeh County in order to examine the impact of
the curriculum content on the learning process. The study
population includes all religious and Arabic teachers in
Khodabandeh County, totaling 7+ Yindividuals. To select the
sample size, YYAteachers were randomly chosen from the
mentioned population using a multi-stage random sampling
method. To address the research hypotheses, a Y:-item
questionnaire was developed, and after ensuring its validity and
reliability (+/AA), the necessary data was collected. For data
analysis, Cronbach's alpha test, Chi-square test, and one-sample t-
test were used in sequence. The results of the research indicate that,
according to the teachers, the selection of content in the Arabic
textbooks for the first cycle aligns with the predetermined goals,
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1. Introduction
One of the challenges of the educational system in Iran is the issue of curriculum planning,
which is evidenced by the poor performance of Iranian students in various educational
levels and subjects compared to other countries. This issue may stem from the following
factors :
-Non-compliance with international principles and standards in the design and engineering
of the curriculum (Ghorchian, 1995: 4)
-Lack of theoretical knowledge and practical experience among planners, administrators,
teachers, and other officials involved in curriculum planning (Maleki, 2014: 94).

1.1. Research Question(s)

1- Do the contents of Arabic textbooks for the first year of middle school align with the
established objectives?

2- Do the contents of Arabic textbooks for the first year of middle school comply with the
principle of sequence and the principle of unity?

2. Literature Review

One of the definitions and interpretations of the curriculum is that it is viewed as
learning outcomes expressed in terms of ideals, purposes, and objectives, with other
elements of the curriculum serving as means to achieve these outcomes, and content being
one of these means (Fathi Vajargah, 2007: 35).

Content is one of the important elements of the curriculum, and establishing criteria for
selecting and organizing content has always been a key topic in the field of curriculum
studies, attracting the attention of scholars and curriculum specialists (MehrMohammadi,
2018: 42).

Content can be described as the knowledge, skills, tendencies, and values that need to
be learned. Curriculum content is comprehensive when its structure has logical
connections, possesses appropriate sequence and continuity, and is designed in a way that
fosters the increasing development of research skills in students. It should consider the
community and the needs of its individuals and strive to utilize scientific principles to
achieve individual goals (Farnoodian, 2009: 68).

3. Methodology

Considering that the research method is survey-based, a gquestionnaire was used to
gather opinions from teachers. To this end, foundational and basic information was first
collected to formulate the questionnaire items. A researcher-designed questionnaire
consisting of 40 questions was prepared and organized using a five-point Likert scale. To
determine the reliability of the questionnaire, a test-retest method was employed on a
random sample. A limited number of questionnaires were distributed among the sample
individuals and administered. After collecting the questionnaires, the reliability was
assessed using Cronbach's alpha formula. The reliability coefficient of the questionnaire
was estimated to be 0.88 according to the Cronbach's alpha calculation. Descriptive and
inferential statistics will be used to analyze the findings of this research. Regarding the
research background, numerous studies have been conducted, including:
Adib Nia (1381) examined the fourth-grade mathematics textbook in terms of its alignment
with the educational objectives set by the Ministry of Education, principles of curriculum
planning, application of new teaching methods in mathematics, educational tools, desirable
characteristics of textbooks, and the appropriateness of the questions in the textbook for
evaluating students' learning from the perspective of fourth-grade teachers. Kaldavi (1378)
conducted a study on the content of the second-grade mathematics textbook from the
viewpoint of teachers in the city of Zahedan based on the results of TIMSS studies and
reached the following conclusions: a) The exercises and problems related to the relevant
sections are appropriate in terms of quantity and quality; b) The concepts and topics in the
sections on integers and the use of letters are suitable for the cognitive development level
of students, while the concepts and topics in geometry sections 1, 2, and 3, as well as
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coordinates, do not align with the cognitive development level of students. Farnoudian
(1378) investigated the factors influencing the determination of content and volume of
social studies textbooks in the guidance period and reached the following conclusions: a)
Teachers and experts evaluated the alignment of the social studies textbook content with
the objectives of the course and the structure of the social sciences curriculum as average;
b) According to teachers, the principle of incrementally was observed to a high degree,
while experts rated it as average in the textbook's compilation. The aim of the present
research is to examine the appropriateness of the content of Arabic textbooks for the first
middle school period with the criteria for selecting and organizing content from the
perspective of teachers in Khodabandeh, and to identify the alignment of the content of
Arabic textbooks for the first middle school period with the principle of determining
objectives in content selection, and ultimately to identify the alignment of the content of
Arabic textbooks for the first middle school period with the principle of sequence in content
organization.

4. Results & Discussion

After setting the objectives, the content of the curriculum is selected. The first step in
creating the possibility for achieving the objectives is to choose appropriate and desirable
educational content. Since the objectives are fulfilled through the content, attention to
content selection has always been considered an important element of the curriculum.
Content serves as a means to achieve the objectives; therefore, it is essential that its
characteristics align with the expected goals. After selecting the curriculum content, it is
necessary to organize the materials, contents, and related learning activities in a way that
facilitates effective learning and brings about the desired changes in learners' behavior.
Organizing the content may constitute the most important stage of curriculum planning. At
this stage, the curriculum planning group, based on the decisions made in the curriculum
design section, engages in producing and shaping the content and organizing it according
to the intended teaching-learning activities.

5. Conclusion
The examination of the first hypothesis shows that, based on the observations from the one-
sample t-test, the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is confirmed. We
conclude that, from the perspective of teachers, the selection of content in Arabic textbooks
for the first year of high school is consistent with the principle of setting objectives in
content selection.

The examination of the second hypothesis indicates that, based on the observations from
the one-sample t-test, the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is
confirmed. We conclude that, from the perspective of teachers, the selection of content in
Arabic textbooks for the first year of high school is consistent with the principle of
sequencing in content organization.

The examination of the third hypothesis shows that, based on the observations from the
one-sample t-test, the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is confirmed.
We conclude that, from the perspective of teachers, the selection of content in Arabic
textbooks for the first year of high school is consistent with the principle of unity in content
organization.
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