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Abstract

Education is one of the most important goals of any society,
especially for adolescents and young people. Societal
curricula are continuously evolving to facilitate education,
and those involved in education work diligently to achieve
the best training and solutions possible to reach their goals,
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Keywords: as they pave the way for the acceptance of social roles.

3 e Gender Furthermore, education is one of the significant objectives of
= o Representation | student textbooks. This study seeks to address gender and its
ﬁ e Education impact on teaching and the acceptance of social roles in
Q e First Persian and Arabic textbooks for the first secondary stage in
= secondary Iran, through quantitative and qualitative content analysis.
Q stage The results indicate that in Persian textbooks, the highest
k) e Persianand gender representation pertains to men, reflecting the
% Arabic patriarchal society and its dominance in Iran. In Arabic
language textbooks, although the representation of men is higher than

courses that of women, female gender representation has been

significantly adjusted, achieving equality in some cases. In
the domain of social roles and societal matters, these
textbooks have given more attention to male gender in
various roles while also considering female gender in social,
scientific, cultural, and sports roles, indicating a gender gap
in these books.

# hakimatu@gmail.com (Corresponding Author)

1. Introduction
Proper and timely education paves the way for societies to achieve scientific,
political, cultural, economic, and social well-being. In Iran, the Ministry of
Education (the formal education system) is a foundational institution that, following
the family, has the greatest impact on individuals. The role of this institution in
training and role-acceptance is even more pronounced and critical than that of the
family. Since the content of educational and textbooks is identical for both male
and female students, achieving balanced representation of both genders is necessary
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for universal education. By ensuring gender parity in textbook content, the
educational process can effectively advance both individual and social objectives.
Therefore, a crucial component in furthering educational goals is acknowledging
gender and avoiding gender bias (non-sexist approach) to establish gender equality
at the level of the book, the lesson, and the school environment.

2. Literature Review

Gender “refers to the personal and psychological characteristics that society
determines and are associated with being male or female, known as femininity and
masculinity” (Taj-Mazinani & Hamed, 2014: 775-74). Consequently, both explicit
and formal education delivered in schools and the hidden curriculum—imparted
through media, language, family, or the school (via textbook content or teachers)—
are effective in shaping individual identity.

Sociological experts believe that “formal education and the school environment
constitute one of the primary agents of socialization, which, in competition with
other factors, can influence the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors of its audience”
(Taj-Mazinani & Hamed, 2014: 775-74). Gender roles encompass the behaviors
and attitudes considered appropriate for women and men within a specific culture
(Golombok, 2014: 11) and are learned during the process of socialization, whereby
both men and women become socialized into gender-specific norms (Zare’, 2017:
22).

3. Methodology, Review, and Aim
The research method is Quantitative and Qualitative Content Analysis. In this study,
sources were gathered, analyzed, and data were extracted and ultimately processed.
In both quantitative and qualitative sections, data that could be counted were
examined. In both sections, gendered words, images, and the roles of men and
women in various domains were analyzed.
Prior research in this area, such as that by Ya’qubi1 (1997), Afshani et al. (2009),
Mujtahidt (2002), and Hijazi and Baratiyan (2007), suggests that the roles of men
and women in these textbooks differ. Men are often portrayed in adult roles, while
women are depicted in childhood and adolescent roles. The prevailing characteristic
of these books is the representation of the masculine gender and their actions and
activities.
Given the above, the aim of the present study is to investigate the extent to which
masculine and feminine gender characteristics are represented in the Persian and
Arabic textbooks of the First Intermediate Secondary Level (Junior High School)
and to determine whether these books have successfully aided individuals in the
socialization process through their gendered representation of names and
vocabulary.

4. Results & Discussion

The analysis of gendered names in Persian and Arabic textbooks revealed a
significant disparity between male and female names, with male names being
overwhelmingly more frequent. Regarding the representation of gendered
vocabulary in the First Intermediate Secondary Level Persian and Arabic books, the
results showed a notable difference. In 7th-grade Persian, male-related words are
significantly more frequent than female-related words, with a male-to-female ratio
of 67% to 33%. However, in 7th-grade Arabic, the usage of words related to the
female gender increases, surpassing male-related words and reaching 54%.
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Another aspect addressed in this study was the analysis of gendered images. Images
in the First Intermediate Secondary Level Persian and Arabic books were examined
across five categories (Tables 5 and 6). In the first category (images containing only
men), a substantial difference was found between the Persian and Arabic textbooks.
Specifically, in Persian textbooks, the percentage of images solely representing men
was 67% in 7th grade, 86% in 8th grade, and 75% in 9th grade. In contrast, this
ratio was significantly adjusted and moderated in the Arabic textbooks of the same
level.

In relation to the qualitative representation of gender roles in Persian and Arabic
books, the findings indicated that: Men are primarily shown in roles and professions
related to the outside world, such as medicine, sales, retail, repairs, gardening,
military affairs, war, etc., while women are predominantly shown in domestic roles
like cooking, sewing, weaving, and nursing.

5. Conclusion

Quantitatively, the analysis established a very salient presence of men compared to
women in these texts. The content, particularly the Persian texts, has become an
arena for the unilateral presence of the masculine gender. Gendered names provide
the strongest evidence for this claim. For instance, in the First Intermediate
Secondary Level Persian and Arabic books, male names were represented at 83%,
and female names at only 17%. In both Arabic and Persian lessons at this
educational level, the difference between male and female names is statistically
significant, clearly demonstrating the phenomenon of male precedence (Gender
Precedence).

Overall, Arabic textbooks utilized images more frequently for teaching and content
comprehension than Persian books (76% in Arabic versus 18% in Persian across
the First Intermediate Secondary Level). Crucially, Arabic textbooks contained
54% male images and 46% female images, indicating a form of gender balance. In
contrast, Persian textbooks of this period showed 90% male images and only 10%
female images. In the representation of gendered vocabulary, the Arabic textbooks
not only moderated the phenomenon of male precedence but even gave more
attention to the female gender. This represents an evolution in education that other
curricula can adopt to achieve balanced representation of both genders in the
educational process.
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