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Introduction

Languages use three grammatical tools to focalize: word order, morphological elements, and
intonation (Givon, 1984). These tools may work independently or in combination to identify
the focus of a sentence. According to Shahidi (1999, p. 716), the tools of word order and
intonation follow two universal rules: based on word order, the element containing the focus
moves to the beginning of the sentence, while the rule of intonation suggests that the focal
element is pronounced with heavy stress. The first rule results in topicalization or cleft
structures used to express informational contrast, while the second indicates the prevalent
tendency in languages to focus using stress (Givon, 1984, pp. 716-733). Azerbaijani Turkish
utilizes syntactic tools to indicate contrastive focus, and scrambling is the mechanism that
fulfills this role. Another tool for focalization is tonic stress. As Jakendoff (1972) reports, and
as Erteschik-Shir (2007) acknowledges, the focused element receives the heaviest stress.

The third tool is morphological. Languages like Persian and Turkish use morphological
tools for focalization, known as "focus markers” (Oroji, 2012). These focus markers either
solely highlight elements in the sentence without carrying additional roles or may carry other
roles but lose those roles in favor of functioning as focus markers. If focus markers are removed
from the sentence, the sentence’s grammar and syntax remain unchanged, but the emphasis
intended by the speaker disappears. Azerbaijani Turkish also employs morphological (lexical)
tools for expressing contrastive focus. Morphemes such as "ki,” "(A)," and “dA” are three
lexical tools with a role in contrastive focus (Kalafchi-Khiabani, 2005).

As we see, Azerbaijani Turkish also uses focus markers to highlight the desired element.
The remainder of this study focuses on the representation of the focus marker "dA" in
Azerbaijani Turkish. This research seeks to answer the question: "How is the focus marker 'dA'
represented in Azerbaijani Turkish?"

Review of Literature

Moharrami (2024) concluded in his analysis of the focus marker "ki" in Azerbaijani Turkish
that it can attach to any element, highlighting it, and as Mahmoodi (2021) states, that element
will have contrastive emphasis (focus). Contrastive focus has the features [+new, +prominent]
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(Rasekh-Mahand, 2006). Moharrami provided numerous examples from Azerbaijani Turkish,
demonstrating with the minimalist program model that contrastive focus can even have old
information and that various elements, such as subjects, objects, location adverbs, time adverbs,
and entire sentences, can take the focus marker "ki." He compared his findings with Persian,
showing that in Turkish, any element can be directly focalized with the focus marker. In line
with Oroji (2012), Moharrami demonstrated that "ki" can also attach to the topic element,
moving it to the left periphery for increased prominence. He argued that contrary to Rizzi (1997)
and Karimi (2005), having both topic and focus roles in the left periphery is not economical,
and the topic phrase alone can suffice.

Method

In this study, the representation of the element ‘dA’ in Azerbaijani Turkish was examined. To
collect data, existing plays, TV series, and Turkish-language films on the local network
‘Eshraq’ in Zanjan, Iran were used. Every sentence containing the ‘dA’ element was extracted
and categorized according to the linguistic intuition of the authors. As will be discussed in the
data analysis section, the ‘dA’ element can function as a focus marker, meaning it can attach to
multiple elements and focus them in situ. Additionally, interviews were conducted to collect
data. Native Zanjani speakers, particularly adults aged 40-70, were presented with Persian
sentences containing focus markers such as "ke", "dige", "ha/a", "axe", "de", and "xob", and
were asked to translate them into fluent Turkish. The reason for not using younger generations
is that younger Zanjanis tend to speak more Persian and are more influenced by the Persian
language. To minimize this influence, adults were asked to cooperate. As mentioned, this
research employed both fieldwork and library methods. In gathering the theoretical and
descriptive background studies, library methods were primarily used. All phonetic
transcriptions in this study, except for the data on Istanbul Turkish, were prepared based on the
symbols and signs of the 2005 revised International Phonetic Alphabet. Moreover, sentences
focused by the ‘dA’ focus marker were depicted within the framework of the Minimalist
Program.

Discussion and Conclusions

As shown in the introduction section, focus and focal structures in Azerbaijani Turkish have
three representations. Like Persian, Azerbaijani Turkish has free word order, and sometimes
elements are displaced syntactically through scrambling to highlight them. Another type of
focus involves lexical tools known as focus markers. Focus markers do not make the sentence
ungrammatical when omitted, but only remove the emphasis from the speech. According to
Otoguro (2003), Istanbul Turkish uses the ‘dA’ focus marker for in situ focus. This same focus
marker is found in Azerbaijani Turkish. It attaches to various elements and emphasizes them.
The element that is used with this focus marker is pronounced with heavy stress. Unlike Istanbul
Turkish, where the additive ‘dA’ functions both as a focus marker and as a topic marker, in
Azerbaijani Turkish, it only serves as a focus marker, as the element it attaches to is always
pronounced with heavy stress. Due to the influence of Persian, Azerbaijani Turkish, unlike
Istanbul Turkish, also uses the ‘ki’ focus marker, which indicates emphasis or contrastive focus.
According to Moharrami (2024), ‘ki’ can attach to any element, regardless of its grammatical
role or information structure (whether new or old), and emphasize it. As shown in the data
analysis, the two focus markers ‘dA’ and ‘ki’ can both attach to the same element and emphasize
it. The prominence of the element is naturally more pronounced with two focus markers.
Speakers can also emphasize more elements in the sentence by using more than two focus
markers. In the data from this study, the most frequent use of the ‘dA’ focus marker was after
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the verb and at the end of the sentence, emphasizing the entire sentence. Another type of focus
marker in Azerbaijani Turkish is the morpheme “A” which appears in two forms (“a” and “a”)
and not only emphasizes the desired element but also indicates a threat.

Keywords: Azeri Turkish, Focalization, Focus marker, Prominence, Scrambling
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