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Abstract

The theory of the unity of being, according to Yogananda, is pivotal in understanding human actions and
attitudes. According to him, not only does this theory confirm and lead to the unification with the Divine,
but its ascendancy also leads to success. This article deals with one major question: To what extent do the
subjective-objective necessities of the theory of the unity of being remain valid in Yogananda’s thought?
Through an analytical and critical method, this article shows that the theory, which is based on Yogananda’s
explanation of the primacy of intuition and existential unification, fails to remain coherent because in his
validation of intuition, he not only invalidates sensory knowledge, but he also invalidates the entire
procedure of thinking and rationality. His imanationist interpretation of the unity of being is not logically
viable and is deemed to be a superficial take. On the other hand, he also falls into sophistry and fallacy when
he represents the theory as a source of success as he neglects that such an approach leads to a confusion
between success and its examples.
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2. See: Tony Wilkinson, The Lost Art of Being Happy: Spirituality for Sceptics, 2007.
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4. Casual body.
5. Astral body.
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7. Mortal consciousness.

8. Christ consciousness.

9. Super consciousness.

10. Cosmic consciousness.
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12. Brahma.
13. Atma.
14. kriya yoga.
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18. See: Paramahansa Yogananda, Scientific Healing Affirmations, 1958.
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Paramahansa Yogananda, The Yoga of Jesus: Understanding the Hidden Teachings of the Gospels, 2016.
Paramahansa Yogananda, The Second Coming of Christ: The Resurrection of the Christ Within You, 2008.
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24. See: Paramahansa Yogananda, The Law of Success, 1989.
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