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Abstract

The Digital Silk Road, which was announced in 2015, has become an important part of
Beijing's broader Belt and Road Initiative strategy. According to this initiative, China
provides political, economic, and technological support to recipient countries, with the
most significant aspects including the improvement of telecommunication networks,
the provision of artificial intelligence capabilities, cloud computing, e-commerce,
mobile payment systems, monitoring technology, smart cities, and other forms of
assistance related to advanced technological sectors. This article aims to examine the
position of the Middle East in China's Digital Silk Road initiative. To achieve this, it
adopts the theoretical approach of organizing regional space based on inter-
regionalism and employs a qualitative case study research method. The central
question addressed is: How has China sought to integrate Middle Eastern countries
into the Digital Silk Road? The hypothesis proposed is that China has done so by
enhancing these countries' telecommunication networks, including deploying 5G
technology, developing smart cities, expanding e-commerce, and investing in data
center infrastructure in key Middle Eastern nations such as Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates.
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