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Abstract

Over the last two decades, a significant increase has been witnessed in the
number of MA and PhD theses in the field of Arabic Language Teaching.
Therefore, the departments of Arabic Language and Literature in lranian

departments ha}s been the focus of academic_ research?” To this a_tim, the present study

) ] tried to rely on the meta-analysis method to categorise the approach of 66
e Teaching Arabic | gefended theses and dissertations (58 MA and 8 PhD theses) in the
e Meta-analysis aforementioned universities in terms of the content of articles and in ten
main topics. The results show that the majority of theses and dissertations
have analysed content and methodology (37%), educational strategies
(21%), and pragmatics (13%). Neglected topics to be studied were Arabic
for children and adolescents, the impact of psychological and educational
issues on language skills development, test analysis, topics examining job
challenges and offering solutions that pave the way for entrepreneurship
for Arabic graduates and language learners at both the national and
international levels.

8 universities felt the lack of a field independent of Arabic literature, which
= eventually led to the proposal for Arabic Language Teaching. Tarbiyat
e Modarres University (2013), the University of Isfahan (2015), and Shiraz
S Keywords: University (2019) responded to this need. Considering that the subjects
» e Iranian studied by the researchers determine the direction of the scientific
§ universities disciplines and their appr'oach to some extent, this sj[udy tried to find.an
5 Arabi answer to the main question “Which aspect of Arabic language teaching
9 e Arabic
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1. Introduction

It is undeniable that there has been a significant increase in the interest of Iranians in
teaching and learning Arabic since the Islamic Revolution. This growing interest has led to
the establishment of a Master's course in Arabic Language Teaching at the Ministry of
Higher Education, starting with the Tarbiyat Modarres University (2013), the University
of Isfahan (2015), and Shiraz University (2019). The university of Isfahan and Tarbiyat
Modarres University have also witnessed research and dissertations studying educational
issues related to the Arabic language and its literature in the previous decades. Many of
these studies focused on identifying the difficulties faced by learners and teachers of the
Arabic language from a linguistic perspective and on presenting solutions to address these
problems.

1.2. Research Question(s)

We will be addressing the following question:

1. What specific topics have researchers focused on in their MA and PhD theses related to
Arabic language education research in Iranian universities such as the University of
Isfahan, Tarbiyat-Modarres University, and Shiraz University?

2. Literature Review
Language plays a crucial role in a person's social and family life. It is the means through
which we communicate with others. As such, individuals often wonder what skills they
need to master, what resources are useful for both speakers and non-speakers, and what
methods and strategies are most effective.

Functional linguistics aims to answer these questions for teachers and learners through
its various branches, including linguistic psychology and sociolinguistics. Additionally,
applied linguistics focuses on the fundamentals of teaching and learning, such as the
curriculum, educational methods, content, and assessments.

The curriculum is a comprehensive plan that encompasses educational resources and
activities. It is based on analysing the learners' needs and motivations, aiming to achieve
desired educational objectives.

The evaluation is the final stage of the education process. It helps to determine the
effectiveness of teaching methods, classroom and extracurricular exercises, and students'
knowledge and competence level.

There are some publications that discuss teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, like:
-Kazemi Najafabadi. (2016). The History of Arabic Language Education in Iran, Based on
Acrticles and Theses.

- Haji Qasemi and Ganiji. (2021). Research Approaches to Arabic Language Teaching in
Iran (a Description and Analysis of the Research Over a Twenty-Year Period (2001-2020)).

3. Methodology
The purpose of this research was to monitor MA and PhD theses related to the teaching and
learning of the Arabic language from 1990 to 2021. The study utilised a meta-analytical
approach to identify trends in university research that focused on teaching Arabic to Iranian
students.

During a specific period, several public universities in Iran, such as the Statistical
Society, the University of Isfahan, Tarbiyat Modarres Univeristy, and Shiraz University
have discussed issues related to MA and PhD theses. To prepare a research sample, a list
of these theses and dissertations was compiled. The collection process involved gathering
them from various sources including the Parsa system website, the research website of
Tarbiyat Modarres University, the library of the Faculty of Foreign Languages, and
inquiries from those working in the Arabic Language Department at Shiraz University.

The research sample consisted of 66 theses, including 58 master's and eight doctoral
theses. These theses were categorised into ten topics based on the main concepts that
researchers and students in the field of foreign language education are interested in.
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4. Results & Discussion
According to the graph and information in the table, the analysis of educational content (21
theses) and educational strategies (10 theses) are the topics that interest postgraduate
students the most, particularly at the master’s level. On the other hand, the topic that has
the least interest is related to teaching Arabic to children and young people, with only one
thesis on this subject.

The reason behind the growing popularity of language education and its related subjects
is that many master's degree students are high school teachers. These teachers wish to study
the content of textbooks.

In the doctoral stage, the most popular topics are limited to educational strategies (4
theses) and educational content analysis (3 theses).

According to descriptive statistics, "educational content analysis" occupied 36% of the
space in published materials, indicating a greater interest in studying textbooks than in
evaluating the learning and teaching process. This may be due to several reasons, such as
deficits in textbooks over the years, the importance of content and its impact on learners,
and the fact that studying textbook content does not require extensive tools like laboratory
equipment, questionnaires, and statistical analyses. Moreover, many graduate students in
language education or doctoral candidates are secondary school teachers who need to study
textbooks and their content. Therefore, they often conduct experimental or quasi-
experimental studies in the area of language teaching strategies.

5. Conclusion
The study found that the majority of theses and dissertations focused on content analysis
(36%), educational strategies (21%), and problems (13%). This trend towards these topics
could be attributed to addressing scientific and technical standards in teaching content,
identifying linguistic deficits, and providing solutions in line with the latest developments
in linguistics.

However, some topics have not been explored but deserve academic attention, such as
Arabic for children and adolescents, the impact of psychological and educational issues on
language skills, analysing exam questions, and topics that reveal professional challenges
and solutions.

The study also revealed a significant increase in the discussion of dissertations and
theses from the year 2016 to 2019. Tarbiyat Modarres Univeristy had a higher share of the
discussion during this period compared to the University of Isfahan and Shiraz University,
except for recent years where there has been an increase in the discussion at these
universities.
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