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Revisiting the Argument of the Suspended Man in
Space in Avicenna's Responses to Abu al-Qasim al-
Kermani's Objections
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Abstract

Sheikh Abu al-Qasim al-Kermani, a contemporary of
Avicenna, was a strong opponent of him and reportedly debated
him at least once in Rey. He raised critiques of Avicenna’s
argument known as the “Suspended Man in Space”, which is
considered one of Avicenna’s most significant contributions to
the philosophy of the soul. Since Avicenna's time, this argument
has garnered both supporters and detractors among Muslim
and non-Muslim philosophers alike. al-Kermani's critiques
reached Avicenna through the letters of Bahmanyar, to which
Avicenna responded in detail in “al-Mubahathat”, one of his
last works. This article employs a descriptive, analytical, and
critical approach to revisit these critiques and responses, aiming
to comprehensively report on the presentation of this argument
in “al-Mubahathat” while offering new insights into this
important argument. In the process, Avicenna's final
presentation of the argument of the Suspended Man will be
clarified, along with its place in Avicenna's body of work and its
relation to the “Standard Argument of the Suspended Man”.
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