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The Role of Parenting Styles in Predicting Internet
Addiction in Children with Attention Deficit and
Hyperactivity Disorders

Ali Javadi!, Setare Shojaei?”, Sara Dehbozorgi®

Abstract

One of the problems of families with children with ADHD is that they use of electronic
devices excessively. So, the purpose of this study was to investigate the role of parenting
styles (Laxness, over-reactivity, and Verbosity) in predicting internet addiction in
children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. The method of the present study
was descriptive and correlational and a group of 130 people (7 to 12 years) in Shiraz was
selected by purposive sampling. In this study, children with attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder were identified using the psychiatrist's clinical diagnosis as
well as the implementation of the revised Conners parent scale and diagnostic Interview
(K-SADS-PL). Also, to measure the dimensions of parenting styles from the Arnold and
O'Leary (1993) parenting styles scale and to measure Internet addiction from the Internet
Addiction Questionnaire Yang was used.The results showed that there is a positive and
significant correlation between parenting styles of laxness and over-reactivity) with
Internet addiction. Multiple regression analyses to predict Internet addiction showed that
the components of laxness and over-reactivity predict Internet addiction positively and
significantly. Therefore, the higher the parenting styles of dysfunctional parents, the more
Internet addiction increases in children with Attention Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder.
Therefore, it is suggested to the parents of these people, to provide the necessary
knowledge and training in the field of appropriate parenting styles.

Keywords: Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disorders, Children, Internet
Addiction, Online Activities, Parenting Styles
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