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The ontology of “perception” and its role in
addressing challenges and issues related to
“near-death experiences”

Saeed Famildardashty !
Mehrdad Hasanbaygi 2

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the concept of
“perception” from an ontological perspective and by proving
the immateriality of perception, to examine the role of this
concept in explaining the issues and challenges related to “near-
death experiences”. The immateriality of perception can be
explained and proven in Islamic philosophy through concepts
such as “indivisibility”, “timelessness”, and “spacelessness”. By
establishing the “immateriality of perception” a plausible
explanation can be provided for “near-death experiences” and
their shared core, addressing challenges and issues like “time
and space”, “unconventional experiences”, “realism”, and the
“soul-body relationship”. By providing a reasonable
explanation of near-death experiences (NDES) and addressing
the challenges related to them, NDEs can be considered valid
evidence and confirmation of the existence of the “immaterial
dimension of human existence”. However, it should not be
overlooked that the validity of these experiences compared to
“real death” and “death without return” is highly controversial
due to issues such as the “subjective nature of the experience”
and “the dependence of the experiences on the person's
connected imaginary realm”.
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