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Abstract

A curriculum of speaking and listening provides a suitable
environment for the development of critical thinking as
conversations, communication, debates, and criticism of

5 everyday life events are among its key features. Since textbooks
0 are one of the main components of a curriculum, this research
= intends to evaluate the exercises and activities in the "Al-
§ Arabiyyah Bayna Yadayk" series based on critical thinking
= skills. The current research methodology is statistical, relying on
g content analysis, and all the exercises and activities in the
K Keywords: mentioned series form the research community. The research
& o higher-order sample is randomly selected and limited to exercises and

thinking skills | activities from 16 lessons, totalling 796 exercises and activities.
e critical thinking f The research findings indicate that critical thinking skills were
e conversation present in 287 exercises and activities to an extent of 36.05%,

curriculum indicating an unacceptable level of critical thinking skills in the
e Arabicinyour | aforementioned series. Critical thinking skills were present in
five areas, with interpretation skills showing the highest
presence in exercises and activities, followed by inference skills,
identification of assumptions, analysis skills, and evaluation
skills. The reason for interpretation skills ranking first can be
attributed to its significant role in fostering learners' interpretive
ability to express their experiences in daily life. Neglecting the
distribution of some skills based on learners' mental and
educational growth, as well as the unequal distribution of some
primary and secondary skills in units of analysis, are issues that
can be criticised by authors, as they have a negative impact on
acquiring critical thinking skills.
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1. Introduction

Numerous studies have examined the relationship between critical thinking and academic
achievement in various subjects, such as mathematics and science. However, the
connection between critical thinking and foreign language learning has recently gained

COPYRIGHTS ©2025 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the original authors
and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.



mailto:aminnazari@saadi.shirazu.ac.ir
https://jsatl.shirazu.ac.ir/
https://doi.org/10.22099/jsatl.2023.47940.1192
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2538-466X

Evaluating the Exercises and Activities of the Conversation Amin Nazari Terizi

significant attention among researchers. They recognise the development of critical
thinking skills as crucial for language teaching and learning. These skills enhance learners'
personal and professional lives by enabling effective communication, teamwork, and
cultural awareness, thus contributing positively to society. Equipping learners with critical
thinking abilities prepares them to analyse, communicate effectively, and solve problems
competently in diverse situations. Given the significance of critical thinking skills in
conversation instruction and their inclusion in textbooks, this article aims to evaluate the
extent to which the "Arabic in Your Hands " series incorporates critical thinking skills and
how these skills are utilised.

1.2. Research Question(s)

This article investigates the following two questions:

- To what extent do the activities and exercises in the "Arabic in Your Hands" series
incorporate critical thinking skills?

- How are the sub-skills of critical thinking utilised in the activities and exercises of the
"Arabic in Your Hands" series?

2. Literature Review

Critical thinking is defined in various ways; however, Ali (2009) defines it as a mental
process focused on employing logical reasoning rules to form sound judgments and make
appropriate decisions based on evidence and arguments. Critical thinking falls within the
realm of higher-order thinking skills, emphasising objectivity and evidence-based
reasoning.

Numerous educational researchers and cognitive psychologists emphasise the
development of critical thinking among learners as an indispensable educational
imperative.

Specific to our study, activities and exercises will be analysed based on five critical
thinking skills comprising:

1- Hypothesis-making skill: This refers to the ability to discern between the degree of
validity or invalidity of specific information and to distinguish between fact, opinion, and
the purpose of the given information.

2- Interpretation skill: This refers to comprehending and expressing a broader meaning of
situations, data, experiences, rules, standards, and procedures. It encompasses sub-skills
such as classification, deriving meaning, and clarification.

3- Analysis skill: This refers to identifying inductive and deductive relationships between
statements, questions, concepts, and attributes. Its sub-skills include examining
performance, and detecting and analysing arguments.

4- Evaluation skill: This refers to the credibility of statements or one's perceptions, which
involves distinguishing between strengths and weaknesses in judging an issue or event
based on available evidence. This skill involves sub-skills such as evaluating claims and
evaluating arguments.

5- Inference skill: It is the mental ability by which we use our knowledge and skills to
determine the degrees of truth or falsehood of a result, based on its correlation with given
information.

3. Methodology
To achieve the study's objectives, a content analysis approach using statistical methods was
employed. The study instrument comprised a list of critical thinking skills, designed by
referencing the views of educators, theoretical literature, and previous research in the field.
The list includes 1. Hypothesis-making skill, which incorporates nine sub-skills in our
study; 2. Interpretation skill, which comprises seven sub-skills; 3. Inference skill, which
centres on seven sub-skills in our study; 4. Analysis skill, which encompasses five sub-
skills; and 5. Evaluation skill, which includes five sub-skills. The study's population
consisted of the content of the "Arabic in Your Hands" series. Exercises and activities from
16 study units were randomly selected from the series as the research sample, comprising
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796 exercises and activities, for unit-based analysis. With regard to the research
background, we observed that previous studies examined the availability of critical
thinking skills in school curricula in various subjects or focused on university-level
curricula represented by literary texts, analyzing the extent to which critical thinking skills
were incorporated. Based on this, we posit that our research is novel as it endeavours to
study the activities and exercises in the "Arabic in Your Hands" series in light of their
inclusion of critical thinking skills.

4. Results & Discussion

The total number of activities and exercises in the selected units amounted to 796. Of these,
509 did not incorporate critical thinking skills (63.94%), while 287 (36.05%) did. This low
percentage indicates that learners do not continuously and consistently utilise critical
thinking skills during instruction, which hinders the development of these skills. Regarding
the presence of a low percentage of critical thinking skills in this book, this may be
attributed to the curriculum developers overlooking the importance of critical thinking and
its active role in enhancing language skills. In the book's introduction, they have
highlighted the group's objectives, which aim to empower students with linguistic,
communicative, and cultural competencies, neglecting the role of critical thinking in
developing these competencies among students. It is essential to focus on developing and
enhancing critical thinking skills in the Arabic group, especially since the conversation
curriculum is one of the most important curricula that require critical thinking skills to
develop linguistic, communicative, and cultural competencies in students. The results
presented in the article reveal the distribution of critical thinking skills across the five areas
and their ranking. Interpretation skill ranked first with the highest frequency of occurrences
at 126 times, accounting for 43.90%. In the second place was the skill of inference with 60
occurrences and a percentage of 20.90%. The skill of identifying assumptions ranked third
with 50 occurrences, representing 17.42%. It is noted that the presence of analysis and
evaluation skills was weak compared to the other skills, with each having 36 and 15
occurrences respectively, accounting for 12.54% and 5.22% each. This reflects a clear
weakness in the presence level of these two skills and their unavailability in the book's
activities and exercises.

5. Conclusion

In terms of assumption awareness skills, the skill of "elaborating ideas and meanings
through understanding the text" is at the top, which shows the authors' interest in increasing
learners' vocabulary to facilitate appropriate communication with target language speakers.
Regarding sub-skills of interpretation, the skill of "formulating examples and sentences
for selected vocabulary and expressing related concepts” achieved the first rank. This is
attributed to the significant role this skill plays in facilitating and expediting the process of
consolidating information in the learner's mind through reflective feeding. Regarding the
sub-skills of inference, we observed the imbalance in the distribution of sub-skills in the
exercises and activities of the book. Concerning analytical skills, their distribution was
uneven, similar to what was observed in previous skills. In evaluation skills, the skill of
"expressing opinions on presented ideas in the text" received the majority of repetitions and
ranked first. This indicates the authors' familiarity with modern trends in language
education, which involves a shift from the traditional role of learners as memorisers and
imitators to active participants expressing opinions during class sessions.
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