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Contrasting two theories of Forms and abstraction in
Islamic philosophy and their ontological and
epistemological results
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Abstract

Undoubtedly, one of the important topics in the field of
epistemology in Islamic philosophy is the way humans obtain
general perceptions. Since the basic element that distinguishes
human beings from other beings is intellection, philosophers
postulate the ability to perceive the intelligibles. However, they
disagree on the way of obtaining intellectual perceptions. This
long-standing disagreement originates in the different views of
Plato and Aristotle about the existence of universals. This article
is aimed at studying the differences between the two views and
their consequences in philosophical discussions. By using the
descriptive-analytical method, in the article, an effort has been
made to first clearly explain the views of those who believe in
the theory of "ideas' and those who believe in the "abstraction"
theory and then to show the philosophical results of believing in
each theory in ontology and epistemology. It should be noted
that deciding these two views is beyond this research.
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