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Abstract

The criterion of the essential accident, which has a direct role
in the division of sciences, has been discussed since a long time ago,
and various views have been presented about it. In this regard,
Sheikh Mohammad Hossein Gharavi Esfahani and his student
Allameh Tabatabai, while benefiting the legacy of the predecessors,
have analyzed the prominent view among logicians and presented
deep reflections. The present study attempts to organize, describe,
compare, and evaluate these two views using their different works
with the descriptive-analytical method. The present paper made it
clear that Mohaghegh Isfahani distinguishes between the definition
and the making in the issue of distinction of sciences, and considers
the criterion of distinction of sciences as “subject” in the definition
and "purpose" in the making; thus, while criticizing the famous
view among logicians and considers it “accident” in its making.
Also, by criticizing the view of Mohaghegh Khorasani and the
prominent view among the logicians, he considers the criterion of
the essential accident to be “the negation of conventional mediating
in occurrence”.Allameh Tabatabai distinguishes between discursive
knowledge and non-discursive knowledge and considers the
assignment of predicates to essential accidents as characteristic of
discursive knowledge and, although, the necessity of the certainty of
the premises of an argument. Then, under this characteristic, he
defines the characteristics of essential accidents. Finally, despite the
accuracy of these two views, some shortcomings regarding them
have been discussed in this paper.
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