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A Resolution to the Objection of the Infinite Regress
in Object Refuting the Mental Existence
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Abstract

Some objections to the mental existence that are proposed by the western
thinkers are still unknown to Muslim philosophers. For example, Husserl
says that if we accept the mental existence, then there will be an infinite
regress in object:

object 2>

= “idea of object” 2>

= “object of “idea of object”” >

= “idea of “object of “idea of object””” =>

> “object of “idea of “object of “idea of object”””” >

We will try to find a resolution to the objection — that refutes the mental
existence — using a rational method and based on some of the principles of
Muslim Philosophy. Although Muslim philosophers have not been engaged in
the very infinite regress objection, they have been done in similar ones and
said that: such infinite regresses are found due to the consideration of our
minds and therefore they would cease to exist following the cessation of the
consideration of mind. Thus, based on the very principles, here too, the
outline of the resolution is as follows: except for the first object, the rest are
found when the infinite regress is found in our minds through the
consideration of our minds. So, whenever we stop our consideration, they
would stop as well, and therefore there will be no infinite regress.

Finally, we will have a glance at the infinite regress in object objection of
some Muslim philosophers that refutes the active intellect to be the truth-
maker. We will show that this infinite regress in object objection too is an
unsatisfactory criticism.
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10. Doch wieder so viel wie
11. einen absurden unendlichen Regress
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13. eternal existence
14. being (existence or actuality)
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16. §11. Die Uberzeitlichkeit des Satzes als identisch idealer Sinn.
Wissenschaft als ein System von sétzen (§11. The Supratemporality of the
Proposition as lIdentically Ideal Meaning, Science as a System of
Propositions.)
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17. iiberzeitlich/atemporal
18. Ritsel/puzzle; Wunder/miracle; Problem
19. Wahrheit/truth
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21. ein falseher Satz / a false proposition

22. Uberzeitlichkeit/supratemporality

23. Sinn und Bedeutung / sense and meaning

24. Bedeutungsgehalt / meaning content
25. grammatisehen Aussage / grammatical statement
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