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Extended Abstract

Analysis of the content of philosophical thinking in the
public education system of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Meimanat Abedini Baltork', Hojjat Saffar Heidari®

Introduction

Thinkers have long been preoccupied with thinking and proper thinking.
Iranian educational system only seemingly pays attention to the cultivation of
thought while in reality things are different. Nowadays, schools in Iran are
depriving their students from thinking opportunities by transferring meaningless
repeated concepts to them. In fact, the Iranian educational system merely
focuses on textbooks and rote learning. If students do not learn thinking, they
will not be able to know how to solve problems once they become adults and
hence, they may go the wrong way and get into trouble. Therefore, one of the
important aims of educational systems should be educating students to become
thoughtful, creative and flexible individuals.Smith (1956) considers
philosophical mindset to be the mental abilities and features that contribute to
an individual's proper thinking and that accustom him or her to correct
judgments. In Simth's view, philosophical minds enjoy the three dimensions of
comprehensiveness, contemplation, and flexibility.It was because of the
significance of philosophical mindset that Lipman introduced Philosophy for
Children. To achieve qualitative aims of education including creative and
critical thinking, it is thus necessary to investigate ways to enhance learners'
thinking skills.

Research Questions or Hypotheses
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1-How much attention has been paid to the components of
comprehensiveness in the content of elementary school textbooks?

2-How much attention has been paid to the components of contemplation in
the content of elementary school textbooks?

3-How much attention has been paid to the components of flexibility in the
content of elementary school textbooks?

Methods

The present quantitative study used content analysis as its method. Sentences
(used in texts, activities and photos) were the unit of analysis. The statistical
population consisted of all textbooks, comprising 34 books, used to teach
elementary school students in the academic year 2018-2019. the component of
this research, available resources were used. The research validity was
associated with this question that if or not the assessment tool really assesses the
given concept.Content validity was obtained using CVR and equaled 0/90.To
estimate reliability, three evaluators were asked to investigate the components
of the research and the contingency coefficient was obtained to be 0/98.

Results

To answer the research questions, according to the findings based on the
3961 pages analyzed, the highest degree of attention has been given to the
component of contemplation and the least attention to comprehensives. In the
first grade, the highest frequency is related to contemplation, and the highest
frequency observed in this regard is also related to the questioning index. In the
second grade, contemplation is the most frequent component and
comprehensiveness has been ignored. In the third grade, the highest frequency
is similarly related to contemplation and the lowest has to do with
comprehensiveness. The highest frequency in the fourth grade was related to
contemplation and the lowest frequency belonged to comprehensiveness.
Flexibility was seen only once in the form of a sense of altruism and
cooperation in the book Heavenly Gifts. In the fifth grade,too, more attention
was found to be paid to contemplation and on the contrary less attention to
comprehensiveness.In the sixth grade, like other grades, the highest frequency
was observed in relation to the component of contemplation, and the lowest
attention, was related to the component of comprehensiveness, no instance of
which was in fact observed. In total, out of 3961 pages that were reviewed,314
frequencies were observed in relation to the research topic, of which 305 cases
were related to the contemplation component and 9frequencies were related to
the flexibility component, but no case could be identified as related to the



comprehensiveness component. Among the textbooks, the Persian (reading
skills) dealt with the component of contemplation more than other books (with
153 frequencies) and the lowest frequency was observed in the book of Qur'an
which in fact this component had received no attention. In the Qur'an textbook,
flexibility had been highlighted with 5 frequencies.

Discussion and Conclusion

The content analysis of 3961 pages of the elementary school textbooks
showed that the philosophical mindset had received attention in 314cases
altogether. Paying more attention to reasoning when facing problems has been
related to the component of contemplation, which could be observed in different
parts of various books. For instance, in the Persian (reading skills) book, in the
parts named "Reading and Comprehension”,"Understanding and Reception”,
"Reading Comprehension”, "Conversation"; in the Social Studies book, in the
parts named "Activity", "Think" and"Conversation”, and finally in the parts
named "Thinking Station" and "Conversation" of Natural Sciences book.
Additionally, the results showed that many important cases such as being open
to criticisms and curiosity were largely ignored. Critical thinking, on the other
hand, is an essential skill in today's life. Furthermore, it is in the shadow of
curiosity that thinking can be cherished. However, the textbooks studied have
ignored this fact while it is expected that curriculum be organized in a way that
prepares learners to live in a rapidly evolving and changing society. Textbooks
can present challenging assignments in different sections of the book such as
activities, thought stations, etc., in order to increase learners' curiosity, while
most of the assignments in different textbooks are knowledge-based and aim at
the memorization of the content rather than being an activity or a station for
thinking or researching or in the fictional thinking section, stories are reviewed,
while reviewing does not mean thinking. In relation to comprehensiveness,
which requires us to link current issues to distant goals or, in fact, to look at
long-term goals, there was no case. This can be considered as one of the reasons
for the failure of Iranian students in the international studies done by TIMSS
and PIRLS. All in all, anyone who is open-minded is sensitive to new
perceptions, has the power to focus, can relate different perceptions, and has a
philosophical mindset. A person with a philosophical mind has a strong interest
in knowing, and combines this interest with great caution about his beliefs.

Keywords: Philosophical Thinking, Contemplation,
Comprehensiveness, Flexibility



