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Abstract

Writing is the most advanced language learning skill and it is a difficult
and complicated process. In this process, a language learner is expected
to produce a coherent and cohesive text. This study focused on a
comparative analysis of grammatical coherence in scientific writings of
Arabic speakers and Iranian MA students of Arabic literature according
to functional linguistic model developed by Michael Halliday and
Ruqaiya Hasan. The samples included 30 MA theses on Arabic
literature by Iranian students and Arabic speaker students. Frequency
of Grammatical coherence elements (reference, deletion, substitution,
connection) were measured. The data analysis was performed through
statistical methods of t-test and Friedman test. MA theses of two groups
were compared and the quality and frequency of the elements of text
coherency were studied in the writings of two groups. The study
concluded that the frequency of coherency features (n=17) in MA theses
of Arabic speaking students was higher than that of Iranian students
of Arabic literature. T-test results indicated significant differences of
coherency elements between two groups. Therefore, the hypothesis of
this research (Arab speaking MA students used coherency elements in
their thesis writings more successfully than Iranian students of Arabic).
Also, non-Arabic speaking students made some grammatical errors that
resulted in ill-structured and incoherent writing.

Keywords: text linguistic, coherence, scientific writing, Iranian students
of Arabic literature, Arabic students of Arabic literature.
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